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The British Army 
Motori AG pveEitigni: 


One of the fringe 
benefits of taking a Short 


Service Commission. 


If you walk into the Army Officer Selection Centre 
and say you want to be an Officer because you like cars, 
they'll probably say ‘thank you very much why don’t you 
start a garage? 

We look for a far wider range of interests, and qualities 
which sound a bit hackneyed when listed: maturity, confi- 
dence, judgement... but which, nevertheless, are very real. 
And were prepared to pay for them. 

As a Second Lieutenant you'll earn £1,825. As a graduate, 
£2,318. And at the end of three years you'll have a tax free 
gratuity of £ 

Furthermore, we find that the right sporting activities 
do a lot to develop these qualities. And if you're interested 
in cars, for instance, you can drive more vehicles than you 
dreamed existed. 

From Ferret scout cars through Land Rovers and 
amphibious vehicles to Chieftain Tanks. In addition, the 
Army enters many international rallies. These include the 
R.A.C. and R.S.A.C. Rallies—the London Sydney Marathon, 
World Cup Rally etc. 

To be part of the team you have to be under 26 and able 
to prove youre good enough and fit enough. Which will start 
the moment you write a letter to Major K.S. Robson, Dept. A3, 
Lansdowne House, Berkeley Square, London W1X 6AA 
telling him your age and educational qualifications. 


<> Army Officer 
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Now is the time 


Now that motor sport is all about to happen again one of 
the happiest groups of licence holders must be the thousands 
of amateur rally drivers up and down the country, These 
motor sport exponents enjoy a very involved and individual 
form of competition and in many ways the club rally drivers 
were the unsung heroes of all RAC registered competitors 
during the crisis. Their sport suffered from the moment the 
fuel supply problems arose. Rallying was stopped completely 
straight after the shortened RAC International Rally scraped 
home to York. 

One thing the rallying fraternity proved during the ban 
was a great versatility and adaptability; not to mention a 
very civilised durability. There was no great uproar, no 
tantrums, no nasty mud-slinging. Instead this intrepid’ and 
somewhat insular band took a sensible “let's wait and 
see” attitude and “in the meantime, we might as well enjoy 
ourselves as best we can.” They appeared on bicycles, 
tricycles, prams, bathtubs on roller skates; all manner of 
self-propelled or free-wheeling devices, and a basic need was 
fulfilled. The rallyists still had controls to visit; secret 
checks to catch them out; timecards to clutch to their 
bosoms. Above all, they could get just as cold and wet as 
a normal winter of real rallying. 

More seriously, we believe that the rally fraternity 
showed very well to be the great innovators that their sport 
attracts. All credit, too, for the idea of Ford's phenomenally 
successful National Indoor Rally Championship. A final total 
of 14,155 entries representing 442 motor clubs shows just 
how fervently enthusiastic motor club members are becom- 
ing about their rallying. Add to this figure the BP tabletop 
rally series and an Esso-sponsored series in Scotland and the 
true figure for those willing to have some sort of a go 
despite the mid-winter despondency must be nearer 20,000 
people — quite amazin, 

Now, with all the rally championships getting under way 
by the first of May, or sooner, Britain looks set for the most 
popular and exciting rally season ever, More good news 
concerns the Castrol Special Stage Championship with 
Autosport which has survived unscathed with all the 
original events to take place, though not all at their original 
dates; but all the rallies nevertheless. The many entries 
for the series are reflecting the enthusiasm of rally drivers 
to get back to real special stages and the need for such a 
special stage championship. 

About the only less rosy aspect of rallying now (besides 
the green paper business, which will doubtless be clarified 
soon) is the relative lack of British driver participation on 
international foreign events. The few drivers we have, such 
as Tony Fall and Brian Culcheth are very good but there 
seems to be an invisible barrier and we just can't break 
through. Perhaps some of our excellent national drivers are 
setting their standards just a little too high. They need to 
be told that they are good enough, better than most, and to 
stop being so modest and quiet about their skills. 


‘our cover picture 
Ronnie Peterson and Jacky Ickx are pictured with the new John Player 


Special at the press announcement. Peterson's career to his current 
position is extensively dealt with in this week's (ssi 
To. 
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win at Daytona 


Richard Petty won last weekend's 
Daytona 500, but it was a very 
close thing. 

The traditional 500 was short- 
ened to 450 miles because of the 
fuel shortage and for 200 miles 
there was a 10-car dice for the 
lead. "David Pearson's new 
Purolator Mercury was among 
the leaders after qualifying 
fastest at 185 mph, but went out 
after 200 miles’ with a broken 
exhaust pipe while Bobby Alli 
son's new Coca Cola Chevrolet 
dropped out with a blown engine. 

‘Two thirds through the race, 
Richard Petty's STP Dodge and 


Petty — Daytona victory 


Donnie Allison's DiGard Chev. 
rolet broke away from the field 
‘and had a very close battle for 
the lead until 19 laps from the 
fend when Petty pitted with a 
flat tyre. 

‘But with victory in sight, 
Allison then ran over bits from 
Someone's blown engine, burst 
two tyres, sending him into. a 
long and ‘exciting ‘moment. He 
crawled round to the pits but 
had lost a lap and a half, 

‘So Petty went through to win 
from Cale” Yarborough’s Kar 
Kare Chevrolet which was two- 
thirds of a lap behind. The 1974 


Petty and Donohue 


Chevrotets 
Coo. Coo Martin 


Stott and 


of Raymo 

took third and 
fourth places with A. J, Foyt in 
fifth after his Chevrolet's wind 


screen “shattered from _ debris 
when he was sitting on the tail 
of Allison as the latter's tyres 
exploded. Allison took sixth for 
his. efforts 

Tn bis first NASCAR oval race, 
George Follmer went well with 
the @-litre RC Cola Ford Torino, 
finishing second in the qualifying 
heat and battling with the leaders 
inthe final before his engine 
blew. The crowd was estimated 
at around 100,000—all reserved 
seats were sold out prior to the 

The final of the International 
Race of Champions Porsche race 
Supported the 500, The six 
finalists who qualified for the 25- 


lap. final following. the elimina- 
tion races at Riverside, were 
Follmer, Bobby Unser, Mark 
Donohue, Peter Revson, David 
Pearson and A. J. Foyt and it 


was Donohue who scooped the 
41,000 dollars first prize 
Donohue qualified 1s faster 
than "the rest’ who were tied 
together in the ‘order: Revson, 
Pearson, Follmer, Unser and 
Foyt. But It was Follmer who 
led initially before Donohue Rot 
‘ahead and the two of them then 


broke away from Revson and 
Unser, who were about 4 or 5s 
behind after five laps. Pearson 
fell ‘back from lap 2 onwards 
with no first’ gear and Foyt's 
engine blew on’ the second lap. 
Follmer’s attack on Donohue 
asted until the ninth lap when 


he spun and recovered still clear 


of Revson and Unser, but he 
then retired with gear’ selection 
troubles and a couple of bent 
valves, Donohue cruised home 
to a 12 to 13s win while Revson 
pulled out of Unser's slipstream 
About 75 yards before the line 
and. just got the second place 


verdict. Pearson 
was two laps adrift, 


finished, but 


Gethin extends Tasman lead 


Peter Gethin virtually assured his Tasman championship when he won 


the penultimate round of Peter Stuyvesant 5 
i established his rapport with the circuit by establishing 


Sunday. Ha 


ies at Sandown Park last 


4 fastest practice lap of 1 m 1.1 s, 0.5 * inside Graham McRue’s official 
lap record, he took the lead on the 14th of the 52 laps and was never 


headed, winning by 
lap record officially 
it was he who set the 


14-8 from 


‘Graham 
Frank Matich was Gethin’s front row partner and 
jal pace, onty 


McRae, and equalling his 


to retire with a faulty water 


pump and allowing Gethin into the lead. Behind McRae came Johnnie 
Walker, Teddy Pilette and Max Stewart, who is now the only man who 


can challenge Gethin, and to finish 
Would have to finish first in the last 
all. Gethin's VDS team-mate, Pilette, 


‘equal in the championship, he 
round with Gethin not scoring at 


who ts four points behind Stewart 
is on 22 points with 


MeCormack and Walker 
Stewart leads the Chevrons of 


nthe championship, 
lurking behind him on 21. Below 
Pitette and Gethin, 

© The MCD Formula Atlantic 
Championship has now — been 


officially announced. The qualify: 
Ing rounds are those as listed in 
our guide. For each meeting there 
willbe €300 in prize money, 
which will be paid at the rate of 
£12 per championship point, using 
the 9-6-4.3-2-1 points-scoring 
system, 
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@ Firestone will be Issuing cash 
bonus awards for competitors in 
this season's BOC FF Champion. 
ship, amounting to £10 and €5 
tn the first two finishers in every 
round provided the drivers use 
Firestone tyres, display at least 
two Firestone decals on the car 
and have a Firestone badge on 
their overalls. 


Rondel F1 project 
sold — renamed Token 


The Token-Ford is the name of 
a new all-British Formula 1 car, 
to be driven by one of Britain's 
best talents, Tom Pryce. It is in 
fact the proposed Rondel Fl car 
which was to have been supported 


by the French Motul oil concern 
for Tim Schenken before Rondel 
went into liquidation. 


‘The Fl project has been taken 
over by Chris Meek and the name 
Token is a combination of the 
first names of the sponsors—the 
chairman of a tanker group, 


Tony Viassopulo and his associ- 
ate, Ken Grob, who are the 
original initiators of the Ray 


Jessop-designed Rondel Fi car. 
in addition to Jessop, the former 
Rondel key statf—Ron Dennis and 
Neil Trundell—will be remaining 
with the project, which is based 
at. Walton-on-Thames, 

The car Is in the final stages 
of contruction and should be 
ready for testing in mid-March, 
before its scheduled first race at 
the Silverstone International 
Trophy meeting. The team’s 
immediate plan after Silverstone 
will be to compete in the Bel- 
gian and Monaco Grands Prix, The 
Situation will be reassessed after 
these events and if It is decided 
to campaign the full world cham. 
plonship programme, Meek will 
Took for additional sponsorship, 

Meek says that the nose of the 
Token resembles the old-type Fer 
raris and it has shown to be very 
effective in wind tunnel tests. The 


Pryce — FI chance. 


limit, 
Pryce deservedly earned the top 
Grovewood Award last year for 
his excellent achievements in his 
first season of Formula 2, and the 
year-old protégé of Leeds pro 
perty dealer and racing driver 
Meek, becomes Wales’ first Grand 
Prix driver for over 10 years. 
Meck himself will be continu 
Ing with his racing career in 
saloon cars with the backing of 
Robert Stroud, owner of Super 
Star boutiques, Super Star 
colours of black and silver will 
appear on Meek's Cosworth. 
engined Escort and on a secret 


Exes ‘extremely, small and is project. being. prepared for” the 
down to the minimum weight Super Saloon series 
Brambilla in F1 Roos at Mallory 
2 Fred Opert, who was recently 
March? appointed Chevron agent for: the 
ht has been rumoured that vit- | Stetes,. will De entering, three 
tot, Brambilla, "will Bein the | new. B27s at Mallory Park on 
EE eS mania ‘Mates | Morch 10 and Brands Hatch on 
trvin'a third private one, spor: | March 17 before the cars go off 
Sced by Bata Tools. Brambilla | to. America. One car. will_be 


achieved some very good results 
with a Beta-backed March-BMW 
in F2 last year, but whether he's 
to take the March FI seat has not 
yet been decided although Max 
Mostey said on Tuesday that " it's 
not out of the question 


Ricard testing 


is taking place at 
Paul Ricard at the moment. The 
new Alfa Romeo 33 TT 12 has 
been undergoing extensive tests 


Much activity 


driven by Rolf Stommelen, and 
its best time is 1m 506 » 
Matra's best time at Ricard is 


Tm 514s 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille has been 
testing the new  Alpine-based 


Elf’ 2. Drivers for this F2 team 
for the season in addition to 
Jabouille, have been confirmed as 
Michel Leclere, Alain Serpagsi 
and Patrick Tambay. The new 2 
litre Alpine sports car. for 
Jabouille and Gerard Larrousse 

testing this week. Also 


rd this week will be Fire: 
Formula’ 1 runners Wil. 


llams, Hesketh, BRM and Ensign. 


driven by Bertil Roos, whose B27 
will have a Hart engine (the 
talented Swede may be doing 
me other British Atlantic 
rounds too). and the others are 
for Americans Chris Mead (who 
drove a B25 last year) and James 
King (who drove a March last 
year). Both these cars have 
jcholson engines and are en- 
tered by Doug Shierson Racing. 


Haywood hurt 


Hurley Haywood suffered bad 
head injuries at Road Atlanta last 
week when the Rinzler Porsche 
917/10 he was testing flipped over 
on its back, just as Charlie Kemp 
and Denny Hulme have done in 
previous years, The accident tore 
the roll-bar off and Haywood was 
in the car for about 5m before 
being released. 


@ 1c has been confirmed that the 
Sebring 12 Hours scheduled for 
March 24 has been cancelled 
owing to the fuel situation in that 
part of Florida. 


PAGE 
SMOY 


DID YOU SEE 
“GRAHAM”? 


Wasn't it fantastic? Didn't it make you long to be by the 
harbourside at the most fantastic circuit in the world ? We 
have 9 different itineraries to the Monaco Grand Prix from 
as little as £29 per person. 


OUR 56 PAGE MOTOR RACING BROCHURE 
OFFERS 44 DIFFERENT ITINERARIES 


In addition to Monaco, you can see the Spanish Grand Prix 
from £29, the Belgian Grand Prix from £26, Le Mans from £19 


MAKE YOUR BOOKING SOON WHILE SEATS 
ARE STILL AVAILABLE 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on (0533) 51211 or use 
the coupon below to request a brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD. 


136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send 56-page 1974 Motor Racing Brochure 


Name 
Address 


4 AUTOSPORT. FEBRUARY 21, 1974 


Pit and Paddock 


Super Ford formula 
proposed for 1975 


At Lutof next Monday, anim: 
Portant meeting takes place be. 
tween leading Formula Ford con- 
structors, engine builders, etc, to 
discuss the future of the formula. 

‘One of the main points for 
discussion will be the start of 
Formula Super Ford in 1975, It 
Is proposed that the Super Ford 
formula will use the 1600 ce single 
‘ohe (Pinto) engine, details of 
which were given in last week's 


issue regarding its use in F2 and 
F3 by Holbay. It Is proposed that 
there will be a beoad range of 
modifications permitted and that 
racing tyres will be used. 

‘The purpose of Formula Super 
Ford is to find around 2 to 35 
per lap improvement over the 
current Formula Ford, to bring lap 
speeds closer to those of Formula 
3. 


Taylor’s bid in F5000 Europe 


Sid ‘Taylor announced on Tues- 
day that he will be running # 
new Lola 7332 in the Rothmans 
European Championship. In the 
opening races, the car will be 
driven by Brian Redman—up to 


Vern Schuppan—F5000 for Sid 
Taylor, 


and including the Brands Easter 
round—before Redman then goes 
to America’ to contend the 
‘American F5000 series, in the 
Carl Haas team. At the moment 
Redman has no other plans 

The seat in Taylor's Lola will 
then be taken by Vern Schuppan, 
who will drive Sid Taylor's last 
year's Trojan T1O1 in the open- 
Ing races before Redman goes 
Stateside. This Is very welcome 
news for Schuppan has been left 
Out in the cold recently thanks 
to the continually changing plans 
of BRM, to whom he was con- 
tracted 

The cars will use Alan Smith 
fuel-injected engines. Taylor has 
no plans to race in the American 
Series this year, after winning 
the championship last season 
with Jody Scheckter. Instead 
he will be forming a company 
to run his strong team in the 
European Rothmans series. 


Ferrari for Brands 


‘Two Ferraris for the Daily Mail: 
Simoniz Race of Champions at 
Brands Hatch. That's the exciting 
news which comes from MCD 
today’ as final preparations are 
made for Brands’ annual Euro- 
pean Formula 1 opener on. 
March 16/17. 

‘One of the Ferraris is said to 
be a newly modified car as yet 
unseen. Eighteen Formula 1 cars 
have been tied up for this tre- 
mendous meeting, including six 
cars which will be making their 
race debuts. Those are’ from 
John Player Special who are run- 
ning both Peterson and Ickx at 
Brands, the new Hesketh for 
James Hunt, Chris Amon’s as yet 
unseen Fl ‘car, the BRM P201 
and the new Lyncar. Other con. 
firmed entries comprise three 
McLarens—two from Marlboro 
and one YardleyMac—two Brab- 
hams, two UOP Shadows, one 
Surtees, Hill's Embassy Lola and 
one Ensign. The race should mark 
an excellent preview to the John 
Player GP in July at Brands, 


@ Regarding the Ricard story 
in Iast week's issue, the “August 
15 race to be held in the even- 
Ing is the World sports car cham- 
pionship round and the Septem- 
ber European G2 round has been 
cancelled altogether. The Dijon 
organisers are now hoping to 
have their G2 race on October 
20, 
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Rollinson out 
for two months 


Alan Rollinson's broken ankle 
‘will keep him in plaster for at 
least a couple of months for in 
addition to’ breaking a bone he 
had to undergo surgery to reset 
the whole ankle, Alan fell at his 
Quatt, Salop, home, just. before 
he was due to start testing the 
Ensign FI car and Howden 
Ganley has now accompanied the 
team to Paul Ricard, 


‘Autosport's” price 
From thia week, the price of your 
Soehiy Avrostons” kes gone op 
we banes 00.17m 
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Matra programme announced 


With sponsorship from Gitanes, 
it was confirmed in Paris last 
week that Matra Simca are {0 
field two cars in every round of 
the World Championship for 
Makes with a further two cars 
being entered for the Le Mans 
24 Hour race 

Regular drivers for the team 
will be Henri Pescarolo/Gerard 
Larrouse — a combination which 
proved very. successful in. last 
year's championship—and Jean- 
Pierre Beltoise Jean-Pierre Jarier 
Jarier, whose previous sports ci 
experience comprised outings 
with che NART CanAm Ferrari in 
1972, replaces Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille as Beltoise’s regular co- 
driver. Jabouille, however, will 
be in the Matra team at Le 
Mans, when other drivers nomi- 
nated for the four-car team are 


Francois Migault, Jean-Pierre 
Jaussaud, Bob Wollek, Joe Dol 
hem and Bernard Fiorentino— 
all, of course, French, 

The latest Matra 670 C proto- 
types have undergone extensive 
Wind-tunnelling tests during the 
winter and improvements to the 
cars include a new detachable 
front section, a new front air 
intake and ‘spoiler, new rear 
suspension geometry, and signifi- 
cantly, a new Hewiand TL. 200 
gearbox equipped with a better 
lubrication system and helicoidal 
gears. Modification to the 3-litre 
V2 engine include new block 
and pistons, and is renamed the 
M73. 

‘The opening round in this 
year's World Championship for 
Makes is the Monza 1000 kms on 
April 25. 


BRIEFLY... 


© Dave Walker is emigrating to 
Canada to drive a Formula B 
GRD. B74 for Ken Swanton In 
the Canadian Formula B Cham: 
picnship, which starts in June, 
Swanton has been appointed 
GRD distributor for the west coast 
of America and, depending on 
how progress goes in the eight 
round B series, Swanton may 
run a Formula 5000 or USAC car 
for Walker. The B74 will use 
Swindon Racing engin 


© The situation over the new 
2.1itre Formula 3 is rather gloomy 
‘at present, probably because of 
the ‘current climate causing hold- 
ups with engines. Entries have 
been particularly thin for the 
preposed opening rounds at 
Brands and Mallory on March 3 
end 10 respectively and both 
have been cancelled. To help the 
situaticn, cempetitcrs planning to 
compete’ in F3 this year are 
advised to inform MRC at 01-930 
‘9546 so that they can assist 
organisers in getting over thi 
current problem. At Mallory 
Park, non-championship 
Formula Ford race has been 
added at the last moment and 
intending competitors must ring 
the BARC immediately at Weyhill 
2607 


© As a preview to the racing 
season, this Sunday at Brands 
Hatch there will be @ general test 
day on the Grand Prix circuit 
catering for single seaters, sports 
and saloon cars. Spectators are 
welcome, and admission charge 
is 20p, 


© The Formula 1 Association are 
doing everything possible to have 
cars rushed back from the South 
African Grand Prix on March 
30 to Britain, so as to compete 
in ‘Silverstone's International 
Trophy on the following weekend. 

The Association have agreed 
the possibility of taking in an 
additional non-championship 
Formula 1 race at Hockenheim 
on August 25, entitled the Swiss 
Grand Prix. Meanwhile plans for 
the Spanish, Belgian, Monaco and 
Swedish Grands Prix are going 
ahead as planned. 


© Bernard Vermillio will be re- 
turning to Formula Ford this 
season with a Van Diemen which 
he plans to use in BOC, STP and 
Wella Championship rounds. Van 
Diemen have produced 35 cars 
since starting production last 
May. 


© Rumours are circulating that 
Tony Brise will be seen in a 
works Formula 2 Elden, powered 
by a Schnitzer BMW engine in 
this year's European F2.Cham+ 
picnship. The car apparently is a 
development of the F3 model 
seen last year. 


© Brazilians Alex Ribeiro and 
Clovis Moraes are the works 
drivers of the F3 GRD 374s this 
season. Although they are run- 
ning in the same team, the 
drivers have, in fact, separate 
sponsors. Ribeiro, whose  back- 
ground was described in’ the 
January 31 issue, has the back. 
ing of Hollywood cigarettes 
while his team-mate Moraes is 
backed by the Government. 
Moraes’ drive apparently came 

a result of a television programme 
Which started a competition to 
find “the next Fittipaldi and 
Moraes was the winner. 


© More significant results from the 
Ford of Germany Capri-Cosworth 
tests at Paul Ricard; Dieter 
Glemser and mew recruit Niki 
Lauda joined the team at, Ricard 
last Tuesday and recorded a best 
time of 2m 6s— approximately 
4's faster than the works Capris 
returned in 1973. A radar speed 
trap installed on the main straight 
showed the car reaching a speed 
of 170 mph. 


© Sports racing should receive @ 
big shot in the arm this season if 
Jeremy Lord's plans are anything 
to go by. The Castrol/MN cham- 
pion last season has bought from 
Italy a three-litre sports Lola 
with which to keep one ahead of 
his adversaries in this season 


Tricentrol-sponsored champion. 
ship. 

© Our Brazilian notes did the 
Formula 1. Association a great 


injustice. Their financial agree- 
ment was settled long before the 
Interlagos race and not a few 
days before the race, as remai 
ked. Our apologies 


Porter & Haylett (Motor Yachts) Ltd. 
have available a number of ex Lancer Marine “ SEA- 

LANE“ and “ CORNICHE EXPRESS“ Touring Power- 

boats in various stages of completion. 

These craft are offered for sale with or without engines 

to any stage of completion. A comprehensive range of 


fittings and components are available to those intending 
home completion. 


Don't miss this unique opportunity to obtain one of 
these fabulous craft at a considerable saving 


Price range from only £2000 


For further details write or telephone the Factory Sales 


Department 


Porter & Haylett (MotorYachts) Ltd. 
VIADUCT WORKS - WROXHAM - NORFOLK - NOR 032: Tel: Wroxham 2837 


DRILL HALL, CLARE STREET, 
NORTHAMPTON 
SATURDAY, 23 FEBRUARY — 2-8 p.m. 


Admission 25p (adults), 15p (children) 


Exhibits reflect a cross-section of motor sport—Formulae One, 5000, Ford, Super 
Vee; Rallying; Motor Cycles; Dragsters; Sports Cars; CanAm; Saloons, 
etc, etc. Variety of Motor and Motor Racing Trade Stands, free motor racing film 


show, licensed bar, refreshments. 
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European FF 
dramas 


The situation over Inst year's 
European Formula Ford Cham. 
pionship was resolved last week, 
In a rather unsatisfactory method 
After the last round in October at 
Brands Hatch, the cars of 
“champion” Bengt Gilhorn and 
his Titan” team-mate. John-Erik 
Johansson were rescrutineered, 
When it was found the cars’ valve 
springs were llega, the cars 
were subsequently ‘disqualifi 
from the results by Ford Motor 
€o. 

Austrian Hans Binder was an. 
nounced champion provisionally, 
While the Swedes ‘appealed to 
the RAC against the decision, 
The Tribunal was held 1 
and thelr findings we 
although they accepted the fact 
the engines were illegal, dis: 
Qualifications from results can 
only be made by stewards of the 
meeting — as iaid down in the 
General Competition Rules — and 
not by representatives from the 
Ford Motor Co, and therefore the 
original results stand with Gil- 
horn the European champion. Ob- 
viously It's now outside the time 
limit for any further protest to be 
made. 

It should be pointed out that 
the Ford officials who made the 
checks and included RAC scrutl- 
neer Norman Croucher, wet 
appointed by the RAC to act 
a kind of flying squad in the 
European Championship to check 
Suspect engines without notice, 
Although there is no European 
FF Championship this year, Ford 
officials will obviously reconsider 
the situation before offering their 


useful assistance in such matter 
again, 
@ Lincotn Racing Services is a 


new company run by Nick 
Parkes, and will run an Avenger 
GT inthe Castrol GI series, In 
conjunction with Team Hartwell 
who have prepared the car, and 
a FF Alexis Mk 23B in major 
FF races. Driver for both cars 
will be Simon Kirkby whose 
Previous experience has been 
with saloons. The Tour of 
Britain and Spa 24 Hours is also 
envisaged for the Avenger. 


F2 reserve 
races planned 


At_a meeting of Formula 2 
Organisers at Frankfurt recently, 
it was decided to nominate three 
reserve races in addition to the 
12 championship rounds, so that 
if one of the scheduled rounds 
‘was cancelled, a reserve event 
could replace it. These reserve 
races, whether nominated or not, 
would have to run to the full 
financial. regulations. 

‘A suggestion introducing a 
system of having the best eight 
of 14 races to count was rejected 
for this year and 1975 as it was 
felt certain faraway rounds — 
such as Sweden and Enna— 
would suffer from a dearth of 
entries. 

‘Owing to the fact that motor 

banned at the present 
me in Portugal, the opening 
round of this year's champion. 
ship— scheduled to beat 
Estoril on March 10——has been 
postponed until the end of Octo- 
ber. 


© Radio Luxembourg and Radio 
1 were jointly named the holders 
Of the Roy James Trophy at the 
BRSCC Annual Dinner and Dance 
in London last week. Jimmy 
Parsons and Noel Edmonds 
{representing Luxembourg and 
Radio 1 respectively) were pre: 
Sem to receive the award. Other 
annual trophies were the MCD 
Trophy which went to Guy 
Edwards/Amoco and the Bruce 
McLaren Trophy which was 
awarded to Alan Jones. 


© Opening tomorrow (Friday) is 
an exhibition of Michael Turner's 
paintings at the Mall. Galleries, 
Presented by Yardley of London. 
‘The Exhibition includes some of 
Michael's magnificent motor 
racing paintings, together with 
other’ subjects such “as sirer 
ships and portraits. ‘The M: 
Galleries are on the nor 

of the Mall, London ‘SWI, and 
the Exhibition will be open’ from 
10 am to 5 pm Monday-Friday, 
10 am to 7.30 pm on Thursday 
and 10 am to 1 pm on Saturday 
It closes on March 5. 


@ The BMRMC are holding a 
jonal marshals’ training day at 
rerstone this Sunday 


CATCHPOLE 


SHARP start 
school 


SHARP Racing with Ashtune held 
the first session of their racing 
school at Goodwood last week 
fend under the guidance of chief 
instructor David Purley. "The 
school, which will be operational 
every Saturday, will use Ford 
saloons and Royale Formula 
Ford cars and other instructors 
include Barry Aitkenhead, Peter 
Hale, Steve Bradley, Derek Wile. 
man ‘and Neville Knight 

The course starts with a basic 
analysis in either a Capri, RS1600 
or Mexico following a tour of 
the circuit with the Instructor. 
Courses then progress to. the 
Formula Ford Royales (two of 
last year’s cars and two of this 
year's are used) with an initial 
tescietion of 4000 rpm, As the 
Curse progresses the rev limit is 
raised to 6000 rpm. Later in the 
course, after a full skid pan 
course and lectures, there will be 
3 course of setting up a car, per 
haps one of the rarest courses but 
mest important of all 

The cost of the complete course 
when paid in advance is £176 in: 
cluding VAT or alternative pay- 
ment may be made at £27.50 per 
session plus £11 for the skid pi 
course. All successful students are 
eligible to hire SHARP Racing 
team cars after an open practice 
session where ain experi 
ence in traffic at another circuit 
at a cost of £27.50 for 15 laps. 
Otherwise all courses are held at 
the Goodwood circuit, one of the 
most pleasant in the ‘country. 

The most successful SHARP 
driver in 1974 will be offered a 
drive in the team car for 1975, 
but for this year, the partene: 
in SHARP's rent-a-drive business, 
Peter Hale and Steve Bradley are 
the team drivers. For further 
details write to SHARP at 3 
Brighton Place, Brighton, Sussex. 


© The Nerthamptcn Motor Spore 
Scciety have collected a consider- 
able number of interesting ca 
for their Speedshow '74 which 
takes place at Drill Hall, Clare 
Street, Northampton this” Satur- 
day from 2 pm to 8 pm. The entry 
list kicks off with two UOP cars, 
an Fi model and their CanAm 
contester. 


Nothing for David Purley 


David Purley revealed last week- 
end that apart from his instruct. 
Ing at Goodwood for SHARP, he 
has no racing commitments’ for 
1974. Following a season in For- 
mula Auantic in a March 732 and 
some Fl drives also in a March 
all of which were sponsored by 
the Bognor Lec refrigeration firm, 
he has found no sponsorship for 
a season in F000 and has repor- 
tedly sold the March although an 
entry appears for him at the 
Atlantic Mallory Park meeting. 
However, Lec will continue to 
produce Formula Atlantic engines 


Points positions 

For the eighth year running 
journalist “Mike Keetlewell has 
been retained by Motor Circuit 
Developments to keep the points 
tables of the various MCD motor 
racing championships, These are: 
Rechmans Formula 000, John 
Player Formula Adantic, MCD 
Formula Atlantic, Lombard Noreh 
Central Formula 3, British 
Oxygen Formula Ford, ‘Townsend 
‘Theresen Formula Ford, -Shell- 
Sport Clubman's, Simoniz’ Special 
Saloons, Kent Messenger Special 
Saloons and Triplex Production 
‘alocns. Any drivers or other 
Imerested parties wishing to 
recelve regular. mailed. points 
bulletins (issued the Monday after 
each round) con obtain them 
rom Mike at Foxgioves, Gharles- 
ford Avenue, Kingswood, Sutton 
Valence, Maidstone, Kent. Price 
Ws €4.95 inclusive ‘of VAT. per 
championship. 


Atlantic engines 


Allard Engineering and Lievesley 
Auto Developments have merged 
to ferm Allard Lievesley Racing 
Engines, to develop and build 
mong other things, BDA engines 
for Formula At 

John Lievesley was respons- 
Iie for Peter Wardle's “Atlantic 
engines towards the end of last 
season and Wardle will run the 
works engines this season in his 
Surtees TSISA. 

Allard Lievesley is based at 
Allard's modern factary in Dave 
entry ‘and they will be both 
Supplying new and rebuilding 
old engines to the same specifi- 


By Barry Foley 


AT BRANDS THEY VE. 
BUILT NEW PITS. AT THRUXTON 


RIGHT AROUND. AT SNETTERS 
TWEYVE CUT THE TRACK IN 
HALF AND BUILT A NEW 


CIRCUIT. AND AT LYDDEN HILL 


TMEYVE PAINTED THE f 


‘SHEEP PENS. | 


1S NOTHING, 
‘SACRED! 


© Autosport 1874 
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Pitette grabs the lead he was never to lose. Damaged track area ix coned-of. 


SURFERS PARADISE 


Chevron one-two 


Story and pictures by BRIER THOMAS 


to the race the elrcuit 
flood waters to a depth of 


to 10 ft, during 
the south-east 
of Queensland. Left behind by the floods wa 
silt, In many places a foot deep. Hosing and 
Sweeping the entire circuit did help, but th 

like fine tale powder in the strong 


Belgium's Teddy Pilette emerged the winner 

ter a fairly eventful race. Mak- 
(wo for Chevron was Peter Gethin, 
Matich (Matich AS2b) third, fol- 


The only major engine blow up put out the 
driver whom no one could catch in practice 
—Max Stewart (Lola T330). Stewart came to 


‘of 24 points with a shattering I'm 5.65 prac- 
Lice time. It looked as if he would take out 
this one, but It wasn't to be. 


PRACTICE 


In the first session on Saturday, McRae set 
the pace by equalling Matich's outright record 
of I'm 6.45, but an engine seizure cut short 
any further attempts to get below this. Matich, 
Still suffering burns from a workshop accident 
was next quickest on Im 7.4. Half a second 
Outside this was Pilette, followed by Stewart 
and Gethin on 1m 8.0's. Most drivers were 
funning Goodyear slicks (HSTS3600), but 
Pilette stuck to his Firestones despite lack of 
traction. 

‘in the second session Stewart took only two 
laps to undercut the record, then went on to 
lower it still further (unofficially) to 1 m 5.6 s. 
After two more laps at 1m 5.85, he came in 
to see what the others could do. Pilette was 
next. best at 1m 6.75, having now switched 
to Goodyears on the rear, whilst retaining the 


Firestones up front —a most unusual cholee. 
Most drivers were now sorting out suspension 
Settings, with the exception of the Elfins, 
Which didn’t require changing for this track. 

‘The fine dust was not really Worrying drivers 
fon the circuit itself, but around the pits it 
was rising in billowing clouds every time a car 
Came in. Matich improved to 1m 7.25, and 
Gethin to 1 m.7.75, but the surprise was War: 
wick Brown who was having his first drive on 
this track since his horrifying crash in last 
year’s. Tasman. The young Sydney driver 
Could be excused if he backed off under the 
Dunlop bridge, for it was here that the 
McLaren went off at around 140 mph. How~ 
fever there appeared to be no distress on 
Brown's face, and he was soon down to 
Im 75s. 

‘Neither Graeme Lawrence nor John Walker 
(Lolas) could get their suspension settings as 
they wanted, and the best they turned in was 
1m 82s and 1m 10.3% respectively. David 
‘Oxton (Begg FMS) ran a 1 m 92s whilst Elfin 
designer Garrie Cooper was unhappy with his 
Im 13.75. The only real incident during this 
session befell Gary Pederson (McLaren MISC) 


McCormack again drove a steady race to take fourth place. 


who spun himself backwards into the fence 
at Firestone corner. Luckily damage to the rear 
Suspension was of a minor nature, 

‘Max Stewart sat on the pit fence for the 
third and final session, ready to go out it 
anyone undercut his time, He had no worries, 
however, for nobody got anywhere near it 
Matich broke @ throttle cable and lost a lot 
of time with this. Pilette was two-tenths slower 
than his previous time, but team-mate Gethin 
improved to.1m 7.05, Both Chevrons looked 
twitchy at times, McCormack got down to 
I'm 7.1 s, whilst Lawrence and Brown recorded 
Lm 7.3%, Oxton Lm 8.38, Walker 1m 7.65, 
Cooper I'm 9.58. Only a few minutes of prac: 
tice remained ax Matich got underway, but it 
was sufficient for him to turn in a Im 68, 
So Stewart was on pole on 1m 5.65, McRae 
next, followed by Matich and Pilette 


RACE 


Race day conditions were much the same as 
the previous ones —strong, gusty winds and 
again the possibility of rain. A heavy shower 
fell only a few minutes prior co the start of 
the Tasman race, which put drivers in a quan- 
dary as to which tyres to use. All decided on 
Gry compounds as the showers did not look 
ike becoming worse. Anothet problem now 
arose — the touring cars had given the track 
@ pounding in the earlier races and the sur- 
face had begun to break up in a couple of 
places. Certainly the prolonged soaking from 
floods would not have helped. The drivers had 
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Pilette grabs the lead he was never to lose. Damaged track area ts coned off. 


4 close inspection, and it was decided to Walker and Lawrence were eng im. this_he increased over the final laps to 
mark off the bad areas with “witches hats," close tussle further back, as were Matich and 26.38 as the chequered flag came out’ Now 
This, of course, reduced the 5000s to line McCormack. Gethin Had now moved into third, came Peter Gethin and behind him Frank 
astern formation in these spots and as McRae began to have trouble.with & — Matich, who kept McCormack some 7'§ astern. 
McRae made the most of. the start and Sticking throttle, he pulled into second. The Fifth went to Walker and sixth to the again 
streaked down to Goodyear with Pilette and race had now assumed a slightly processional unlucky McRae who has led so many of this 
Stewart close astern. Then followed a bunch of aspect, although several isolated duels still year’s races only to. lose out because of 
cars— Matich. Gethin, Walker, McCormack, were taking place. Matich had rid himself of  imechanical troubles. He now has no chance 
Lawrence, Oxion and’ Cooper. Despite the — McCormack’s pressing challenge, and lay a of winning his fourth Tasman, but with two 
“chicanes” lap times were soon in the comfortable third. Lawrence, like McRae made rounds to. go the series is still wide open. 
1m 8.05 region, and McRae held his slender several pit stops to rectify a sticking throttle jethin's second placing now puts him on the 
lead over Pllette and Stewart. It was to be which dropped him out of contention. Cooper p of the ladder on 26. Stewart, despite his 
short lived, for Pilette found an opening on the did not look happy and was only holding off dnt is only trailing two points, Three behind 
fifth tap and Stewart now lender Robertson (Elfin MRS), whilst that is John McCormack on 21, followed by 
pressed the New Zealander trying also to find Oxton's Begg sounded unhealthy and began ady Pilette with 19, and John Walker on 
a way je did $0 some five laps to. drop back also. 17. Pilette’s win was his fest for some four 
later and now set out after Pilette. But the Pilette, by now had pulled well clear of any or five months, and his fine drive at Surfers 
quickest man of the day was not to last it opposition, and only.a mechanical mishap could must give him renewed hope in the. series, 
Out, and on lap 16 Stewart's Lola threw quite put him out, as his driving was faultless, Both 
a lot of smoke and coasted to a halt in Ansett Chevrons appeared to use a lot of sideways sertere 
Straight having blown a motor in a big way. movement, but it did not prevent them from 
Pilette could now afford to relax slightly, for going quickly. On lap 31" Lawrence retired 
McRae was steadily losing ground, and no with a ‘non-functional clutch, and Oxton had 
one else had a hope of'catching him at this dropped to second last with his sick machine, 
stage, Pilette had now built up a 25s lead, and 


Warwick Brown uses the grass avoiding a fallen cone. He leads John Watker. 
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PROFILE 


The story of one of the fastest Grand Prix drivers of this decade 


By MIKE DOODSON 


“We've signed him up for two years, and I'm confid 


‘one of those years,” spoke Colin Chapmai 
autograph on 


cs first year, but a 
conspired to prevent it. Now Chapm: 
and | 


that he will be World Champion in 


‘on the day that he finally got Ronnie Peterson's 
‘Team ‘Lotus contract. Ronnie made every effort to help the prophecy come 
bination of Jackie Stewart and broken machinery 

\st come up with a new John Player Special, 
{Thursday Ronnie spent a happy day (his 30th birthday) chucking it around 


Goodwood, The new car must make Ronnie a top favourite for the World Championship, and 
Ladbroke’s will agree if you try putting money on his chances. 


Ronnie first came into contact with Lotus 
in 1969, when Lotus Components boss Mike 
Warner asked him to try a Lotus 59 in the 
Summer Bank Holiday F3 International at 
Brands, “Francois Mazet hit me in the back 
on the straight and jumped on the back of 
me, I don't know how he managed it, but 
the nose of his car got caught on my carburet- 
ter and he was being dragged along. 1 was 
fon full throttle, because the bodywork had 
jammed it wide open, and he locked up his 
brakes until I managed to switch off the 
engine.” 

‘The two cars, still mated like a pair of 
amorous dogs, were parted by the marshals. 
In typical fashion, Ronnie set off immediately 
to rejoin the race, only to discover that a 
throttle slide had bent. Since he had already 
won something like 13 races already that 
year, Ronnie was still very much in demand, 
fand again he was asked to drive for a branch 
of the Lotus empire. 

This time it was the semi-works Winkel- 
mann F2 team, being run by ex-racer Alan 


10 


Rees. Ronnie was invited to make a Winkel- 
mann threesome at Albi with Graham Hill 
and Jochen Rindt: “quite a good team, 1 
thought". He also knew that Rees was 
involved in something very secret and very 
exciting, all of which turned out to be March 
Engineering. “I didn’t really know what it 
was all about, but I had a meeting with him. 
T hardly spoke any English at all, so I really 
didn’t know what he was talking about. But 
Vd understand very well when he was 

7, and I thought that 


sounded good.” 
‘The Albi race turned out well. But one 
in his second race with the first 
March, the custard-yellow type 693 Formula 
3 car, Rennie had the worst shunt of his 
careee. Following Jaussaud too closely at 
Montihéry, he was blinded by the sun and 
walloped 2 straw bale. A wheel was ripped 
Of, a wishbone pierced the fuel tank and the 
car was flipped into the air upside down. 
When it lafded, mercifully putting most of its 
weight on the rollover bar rather than Ronnie's 


head, it was on fire. 

‘Mechanics dragged Ronnie away from the 
wreck and he was carted off to hospital. To 
his great surprise, one of his first visitors 
was Alan Rees, carrying a contract rather 
than a bunch of grapes. Ronnie signed. Three 
years of his life Were committed to March. 

Even at that stage, it had been a life 
dedicated, as they say in the comic books, 
to Speed. Back home in the little West 
Swedish town of Orebro, Bengt Peterson is 
the local baker. The only ‘unusual thing about 
his two young sons was their mother’s choice 
of English names (Ronnie and Tommy). Bengt, 
however, had dabbled In racing between 1948 
and 1980 with a home-made JAP-engined 
500 cc ‘Swebe’ Formula 3 car. Ronnie even 
remembers going to some of the races (many 
of which his father won) as a S-year-old kid. 

At the age of eight, Ronnie was running 
around on a sort of kart affair which his 
father had built him, “It wasn't very quick, 
only 35 kph or so, but at least I could get 
it sliding in the snow.” Why, I asked, did 
this not lead to an early career in rally cars? 
“Oh, I've always been interested in proper 
racing cars, not saloons. It started with my 
father when he began to build kerts for me 
after 1 was 18, He was called the "Swedish 
Chapman” because of the clever construc: 
tion of his karts.” 

The Rood people of Orebro must have been 
quite glad that the Petersons started to build 
karts. ‘The karts would, after all, be raced a 
Tong way away, Instead of having Ronni 
terrorising them on the streets, His first 
bicyele had started something serious, because 
instead of concentrating on lessons Ronnie 
and his pals began doing pedal-powered speed- 
way inthe school playground, “I've never 
really been interested in ball sports or any- 
thing like that, I played soccer, but they 
always put me in goal and tried to kick the 
ball at me. 

“Nobody did such stupid things on bicycles 
as I did. When they stopped us doing speed- 
way, we started doing moto-cross in a local 
sandpit. It had a steep downhill, and there 
was an ‘up' on the other side, When we got 
there we could fly for four or five metres at 
a height of a metre or more. One time, though, 
when I took off I realised that I only had 


e had broken just behind the steering, 
“I wasn't interested in my schooltime, 
wanted to get it finished as soon as possible 
and get to Week somewhere. I started work 
as a mechanic in the local Renault garage 
when 1 was 15, and did three years there. 
Then I started to work for a company mak: 
ing lifts, Installing them in buildings. 1 stayed 
there for six years until I started racing pro- 
fessicnally in. 1968, 

Weuld Ronnie have been a great two-wheel 
racer? He got his first 80 cc mo-ped when he 
was. 15, Immediately started doing cross- 
country ‘trials with it, and fully intended to 
start road-racing ‘until it’ was pinched 
from cutside the Tivoli gardens, It was two 
years until he managed to get his dad fired- 
Up with the Idea of building the karts, 

Kare-racing was a great training ground for 
new talent, then as now, and Ronnie won 
humerous champicnships, Bengt toiled over 
the preparation of the karts, and went into 

Sducticn with his ‘Robardie' models, but 
the Eurcpean championship always cluded 
them. In 1966, Ronnie's last karting year, 
engine trouble plagued them throughout the 
weekend of the championships (dropping him 
to third place behind the Italian girl Suzy 
Raganelli), and it was only afterwards that 
they discoverd the faulty part was the car- 
buretver. 

‘Momma Peterson always worried when her 
scn moved up a class in his racing, and 
She was very disturbed ot che end of 1966 
when Rennie and Bengt started to build a 
Formula 3 car in their workshop. It was 
the Swebe ‘Mk 2', a copy of a ‘65 Brabham, 
which the Petersons calculated would be 
cheaper to build than buying a real Brabham, 
Neediess to say, the costs ran away with 
the project, and Ronnie wound up by buying 
a secondhand BTIS from Kurt Ahrens. “In 
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Ronnie during tests at Goo 


my first race with it, at Karlskoga 


In front of me decided to overtake, then 

changed his mind very quickly and tr 

get back into the queue. My front. wheel 
luched his rear wheel and my car went up 
In the alr and landed upside-down in. the 


woods, 

“We repaired it at home, but I think the 
chassis was a bit twisted. We just got It 
back on the springs and I carried on rac 
next year, It wasn't the same car though 
Still, I finished third and fourth in most of 
the Swedish races, and 1 even went to Magny 
Cours and Brands) Hatch. 


The Swedish F3 champion of had 
been Reine Wisell, and at the end of the year 
Ronnie and Reine—impressed by Clay Regaz 


2on\'s late-season performances—went to bu: 
& pair of Tecnos from the factory at Bologna 

decided that if I was going to continue in 
racing T was going to have the best material 
and the best engines. 1 went around trying 
to get a bit of money from various people: 
Swedish BP, the bank, my father 

“The successes started to come im e 
ly. I won more cr less every race in Sweden 


Peterson in his karting career when he won 
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1974 


w John Pi 


for 1969, and 
wen a Jot of 


mechanic as "the 


her quite qui h driver 
‘Quite quick? 1 thoughe he shouldn't 
have seid that: we must have a bit of @ g0 
becween Reine me, and I managed to 
fat him, It gave me the eighth race in a row 
aod started. the big Ronnie/Reine battle in 
he Swedish pai hey treated it like a 
all game: "One-nit to Ronnie,” things like 
ar when Reine and 1 


All smiles for young Ronnie after a customary 
FY success 


gether on getting good start 
he races we did in Sweden. But 
was really unlucky all the time, he 
seemed to miss out so often, Almost every 
race was a big battle between us, but always 
he seemed to do something wrong on the last 


lap. Towards the end of the year he was 
getting really desperate, At Anderstorp we 
were passing each other every lap, but 1 held 


off on the last two laps, so that I would be 
behind him on the last lap and slipstream 
past him on the long straight. He started 
going slower and slower down the straight on 
the last lap, and the whole pack started to 
catch up. In che end he put on his brakes, 
and I had to lock up all my wheels to avoid 
him. We had a drag race from almost. a 
standing start on the st ‘Again I just 
managed to finish the race in front of him. I 
finished the season 9.0, so I was happy and 


With rubber burning off a rear tyre, Peterson slides his Brabham around Mantorp Park 


he wasn’t 

‘Reine got the breaks first because he was 
doing international races before me, We are 
really good friends, though, except when we 
Fead about each other in the press, of course! 
He had @ chance once to drive for Lotus, in 
the same car that I used last year, and for 
Some reason he missed the chance, J don’t 
know why. If you cead the Swedish papers, 
they say the only reason T have been winning 
races Is because Reine was at Lotus before 
and set the car up for me!" 

But while Roine was getting Fl and F5000 
drives with Lotus and McLaren in 1970, 
Ronnie ‘was serving his apprenticeship at 
Mafoh. First with the difficult March 701 of 
Colin Crabbe (which kept breaking its gear 
box) and then with the lighter and more 
aerodynamic works 711, in. which he. sot 

jaco alight in 1971 by finishing a charging 
second to Jackie Stewart 

By. rights, Ronnie should not have been 
racing at Monaco. He had been involved in 
© monumental accident at Silverstone only 
two weeks bofore, after a jammed throttle 
Slide hhad totally destroyed March's new Alfa 
Romed-engined car. But Ronnie's Swedish 
grit Is something to see: after one night in 
hospital, and despite some suspected cracked 


ribs, he was off to Spain for a Formula 2 
Face. It never occurred to him that he might 
give the race a miss. “Perhaps I had some 
Cracked ribs, because I couldn't breathe 


fand when they put the sear belts on, it was 
really bad, But I wasn’t telling anybody. Any 
way, in that race I retired.” 


It's remarkable what the atmosphere of a 
big. race can do for a driver's health. “The 
next race was Monaco, and the pain was still 
bad on Friday. But on Saturday’ it was much 
better, and on race day I felt fine. It was 
probably my best race of the year 

Ronnie's sense of loyalty Is as strong as 
his determination. Constant approaches 
join Lotus were rejected, reluctantly, because 


of the outstanding March contract. Max Mos. 
ley’s reaction when Chapman signed Super. 
Swede in 1972 was to tell Ronnie that he 
would. never speak <o him again, and to 
“rubbish” him at every opportunity. At Wai 
kins Glen he was talking of “Ronnie's 14 
major accidents this year,” yet Ronnie re- 
mained silen 

Anyway,” he says, “most of those accl- 


dents with ‘the March were caused by pleces 
falling off, suspension failures, steering arms. 
brakes, things. like that. The 1971 car had 
not been too bad, but always at March we 


The F3 Tecno days during which Ronnie scored countless wins during 1968 and 1969. 


were in a bad position on the engine side, 
we never really ‘had any new engines, Robin 
had decided that 1972 was going to be the 
year when everything happened, and unfortu- 

‘was the year that he came out 

iutionary" 721X. oar." 

March's early conviction that the “X" 
could be made to work properly by a pro- 
gramme of minor alerations. foundered, and 
Ronnie completed the season with the little 
721G, “probably the best March I ever drove.” 


But he was glad to get to Lotus, where he 
was joined by Keith Leighton, who has been 
Ronnie's mechanic more or less since the days 


when they were together in Malcolm Guth: 
rie's March F2 team in 1970. "Lotus was the 
most successful team during the past seasons, 
and I'm sure it’s the team to be with If you 
‘want to win the championship one day. I think 
Tm in the right team now, and I hope to 

Yet there was a period in 1973 when even 
Ronnie Peterson's days at Lotus seemed to be 
threatened, Unreliable parts had let him down 
in South America, a clash with an errant F3 
at Silverstone had eliminated him from the 
International Trophy and an overstrained 
gearbox robbed him of victory at Barcelona, 
The car wrecked at Silverstone was rebuilt in 
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time for Zolder, where Ronnie crashed i and 
his other car a total of three times, 

‘A grumpy Chapman quietly slanged his 
driver, little realising that ‘flu was bugging 
Ronnie more than he would have liked it to 
be known, Nevertheless, Chapman accompa. 
nied Ronnie to the medical centre for a 
check-up, and a month later Ronnie was 
comforted when his guv'nor forecast his first 
GP victory on the morning of the French GP 
at Ricard, 

“We had so much trouble with the fuel 
system in practice that as we were leaving 
the hotel to go to the race track Colin told 
me ‘I'm sure that che day you're winning, 
instead of just setting pole position and 
fastest lap, the press will write that you had 
‘a lucky win, And ¢hat could very well happen 
today, because you're well away from pole, 
‘and things haven't gone well.” 

‘Chapman was right. And the team's fore- 
casts that once Ronnie had the taste to win 
he would be unbeatable all came true. He 
drove far more mature races in Austria 
and Italy than evar before, and only a silly 


error In Canada prevented ‘him making a 
clean sweep of the last five races. Ronnie 
had arrived 


Now chat 
our way, I'm sure that we can 
very well,” says Peter Warr. “His approach 
to testing is much more intelligent than 
people think, and he has unbounded conf 
dence in Colin, I really believe that we can 
‘work up a relationship which is every bit as 
good as the one we had with Emerson. 


Ronnie's learned to do things 
ork together 


If Ronnie has character defects, it Is his 
shyness. When racently he became engaged 
to bis long-standing girlfriend Barbro, he 
couldn't stand the thought of che Swedish 


press spreading the word across Scandinav 
His only real enthusiasm outside racing is an 
aquarium full of tropical fish in the town: 
house which he has bought in Maidenhead, 
although he has a nice collection of cars, 


The Peterson family at Donington last year. F 
brother Tommy examine Wheatcroft’s GP Mercedes 


including a Lotus Elan Plus 2 fitted with an 


electric clutch just like the one on his new 
Ps, 

He Is also a hard businessman, as his tales 
of start-money bargaining with Reine tostify 
‘One of the fow times I have ever seen him 


look really upset was after he had placed a 
10 per cent deposit on a new Mercedes with 
the factory, and then found a salesman w 

would have given him 30 per cent discount 


rom left to right, Ronnie, his father and 


Instead of the 10 per cent which had been 
the only fruit of a visit to the factory! And 
how many non-smokers could retain his ant- 
cough (Vicks) pastille sponsorship when he 
was driving a oar sponsored by a cigarette 
company? 

He's come a long way since his father put 
him on that 50 cc kart at the age of eight, 
He's got a long way to #0, and a lot 
more records to break. 
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” This is the modern 
for repairing rust 
Grand Prix Star... 


THIS IS THE METHOD 


The method is based on 

PLASTIC PADDING type ELASTIC anda 
specially constructed aluminium mesh. 

It gives a superfine finish with minimum 
effort. Full instructions with every tube. 

For dents - use only PLASTIC PADDING 
type ELASTIC! 


* FLEXIBLE 


%#% FANTASTIC 
ADHESION 


%#% SUPERFINE 


A QUALITY 


ailable frot 


FROM SWEDE 


ngery and hardware 


method 
holes <@ii” says 
RONNIE PETERSO 


Get a signed sticker for 
your car of Grand Prix Star 
Ronnie Peterson, driver of 
the John Player Special 
Send 10p with your name 
and address to 

PLASTIC PADDING LTD, 
Sands Industrial Estate, 
High Wycombe, Bucks 


Purely personal 


3 it_ must 
surely be obvious 
to the majority of 
competitors that 
despite reducing 2 
race from say 10 to 

e 


the same so the 
fees cannot be 
reduced.” 


JOHN WICKHAM 


‘The extensive article in a recent issue of 
Avrosront on motor racing safely. and. ways 
Qt minimising the consequences of accidents 
Rlghlighted the. Importance which Is placed 
tlay*on measures which are employed In an 
Gitort to, protect drivers In dangerous situa 
flons “Htdwever, a. fact which. always” dis- 
{urbs_me a litle fe the. seeming indifference 
With whieh the less commercial side of safety 
iotten treated 
For many years now the standard of mar- 
shalling In this country hasbeen. regarded 
papethaps the best in, the world. ‘The #f- 
Slant manner in which moat incidents, whether 
mtinaly insignificant ‘or highly” dangerous 
dealt with by officials ts too often taken 
ed by many in the sport. It ls per 
hapstwhen ove sees, marahale on. & foreign 
to decide which way to park an 
finally “solving the” problem 
by benting each other with ‘unfurled fags, 
that our ‘welldisciplined officials are mo 
appreciated 
‘Ours must be the only sport in which so 
many" well paid professions people rely to 
Such’ a'great extent on the support and. good- 
Wit" ot" enthuslasts who receive very “litte 
Toward, ‘Some years ago a great sports cat 
Snd'Formula | driver, sadly no longer with us, 
took the trouble to thank each marshals’ post 
round Brands ‘Hatch after a. very. wet long 
fiscance race—that sort of acknowledgement 
is valued by. ofclals 
its 


Lean years 
F3's turn 


A disturbing aspect of the forthcoming season 
Which is just Becoming apparent is the cur 
Fent lack of support for Formula 3, a formula 
Which has been outstanding over the past 
decade in both entertainment value and driver 
potential. 1 suppose in the current 
difficult times the lack of an international 
championship, combined with the chanj 
to beset the formula regulations 
it is hardly surprising that 
‘There are, of cou! 
so many branches of racing now that one is 
bound to suffer a lean year occasionally. How- 
ever, for the competitor who wants to gain 
Some experience on circuits abroad there 
seems very little opportunity co follow a for- 
mula with the chance of recouping some ex- 
penses and earning a reputation at the same 
time. 

‘The structure of the sport may seem a little 
‘odd when the most expensive international for- 
mula appears to be more popular th 
while the recognised “stepping stones” re- 
celve less and less support. The influence of 
massive commercial sponsorship must have 
some bearing on this point. We must, of 
course, be extremely thankful for the funds 
which ‘are poured into the sport from outside 
Sources, but unfortunately they at times upset 
the balance which has evolved over so many 
years and enabled the sport to evolve in s0 
many different ways. The club scene and the 
international “circus” seem to be further 
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The British marshal should receive more recognition for the excellent job he does for which 


he ts unpaid 


apart than ever now, and we must be very 
careful not to allow outside influences to 
disturb the sport as a whole to such an extent 
that long-standing formulae are destroyed 
overnight at the whim of commercial Interests 
Using motor sport to further their own in- 


G14 looks good 


Following some doubts expre 
last year, the new British 
pionship ‘looks as though 
Into an interesting tussle between some new 
faces and the thought of 10 Chevrolet 
Camaros setting off at Mallory Park in a 
couple of weeks’ time is entertaining when 
fone recalls the antics of some production 
saloons last year! On the new car front it's 
Interesting to note the number of Triumph 
Dolomites. entered — perhaps the thought of 
British Leyland car leading the champion- 
ship will stir the mighty corporation Into tak- 
Ing more of an active part in racing. 

The saloon scene, especially on the home 
international front needed a little more variety 
and if the changes in the regulations brings 
about a General Motors versus British Ley. 
land rivalry to add to that of Ford and BMW 
fon the Continent last season, so much the 
better. 

‘Another important change which may take 
place next year is the merging of the Euro- 
pean Touring Car and GT Champlonships— 
faces for these classes are already run in 
Germany as a National championship and the 
en:ries ace varied with Capris, BMW and 
Porsches vying for the honours. ‘For so many 
years now the World Sports Car champlon- 


1d at the end of 
joon Car cham- 
‘could develop 


Formula 3 
no longer. 


has it been partially rendered unattractive by regulation changes? A stepping-stone 


increased costs, and 
Spectacle and sound of the Matras 
cannot be replaced, the proposed " 
formula must attract more interest, It is sad 
to note that the Can-Am regulations are 
changing In the near future—too late to 
attract. manufacturers. from Europe which 
must mean the end of ite international 
Importance. 


Organisers’ overheads 
don't fluctuate 


about this time, the cry is heard 
‘The ‘suggestion natur: 
ally comes from the club end of the sport 
Where every penny counts when preparing. 
car and getting to the circuits, and to the 
competitor who enters purely for the enjoy- 
ment and nothing else it must seem at tim 
that the organisers are milking him unfaicly 
for his elght or 10-lap sprint. The problem 
from the organisation point of view is that 
over the past few years overheads have 
3 enormously while even with the 
the 
not 
Of course, following 
the cuts In race lengths, etc, made necessary 
by the current crisis, the demands to reduce 
entry fees increased, but it must surely be 
obvious to the majority of competitors that 
despite reducing a race from say 10 to elght 
laps, the organisers’ overheads remain the 
same so the fees cannot be reduced, Remem- 
ber that the awards remain the same whether 
it be 10 or eight laps so perhaps the deal 
Is not so bad after all! 
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WANTED ! 
7 RACE WINNERS FOR 1974 


Midland Automobile Club 


SILVERSTONE 
RACE MEETING 
SATURDAY, 9th MARCH, 1974 


h Formula Ford—Production Ssloons—Sports GTs, 
i i Mini Seven Formula—Special Saloons—Formule Libre. 
who gave their support to his Regulations  G. S. H. Ward, Heaton Ward Ltd, 
Western Road, Birmingham B18 7QC. 
Tel’ 021-864 8286, Ansafone 


BARRIE (WHIZZO) WILLIAMS 


would like to thank everybody 


D.T.V. Sports evening. 


Contact him for all your sports enquiries at 


Specialist Expedition 


GN (Croydon) Ltd 

380 London Road Croydon CR9 20S 
Telephone 01-684 3686 Telex 22661 
Vauxhail/Bedtord & Opel Main Dealers ~ Cabal LONDON Sw6 7EN! 
tel. 01-381 1388/1439 


Patrick Stephens Limited 
Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB3 BEL 
tts H 
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Winter Rally winners Jean Paul Perus: 


CANADIAN WINTER RALLY 


and John Bellefleur charge through the snow 


Perusse + Fiat 128 win 


Canadians Jean Paul Perusse and John Belle. 
fleur set the pace early in the first might anc 
convincingly took thelr Flat 128 to vietory in 
the 22nd running of the Canadian Winter 
Rally. For Perusse this marked an unpre- 
cedented third successive Winter Rally win. 
Canadian champions and Press-On-Regardiess 
winners Walter Boyce and Doug Woods were 
second but really could not challenge the 
front-wheel-drive " Fiat with their Toyota 
Corolla. Scot Andrew Cowan finished in third 
with Irishman Beattie Crawford in a Scott 

at was 


This year's Canadian Winter Rally was a 
break from. the past. Organised by Bob 
Lindquist, who was in Europe for part of the 
summer competing with Harold Morley in a 
Porsche Carrera, the event was che first 
Canadian exposure to real European selective 
rallying, There were 300 miles of the 1,000- 
mile total distance divided into 38 selectives. 
‘The rally began with a 14-hour trip to 
‘Ottawa, from the starting point at Toronto's 
City Hall and after an eight-hour rest stop. 
returned to Toronto to finish at the Inter- 
national Auto Show. The first 15 selectives 
‘were held on the way to Canada's capital with 
the remainder coming in the 19-hour trip 
back to the finish. 

‘Although 92 cars began the rally, for all 
concerned it would be a major upser if the 
Victor did not come from the first 10 starters 
Walter Boyce and Doug Woods were first off 
in their POR-winning Toyota. The car was 
much as in Michigan in November excepe for 
a closer ratio gearbox, a fibreglass bonnet and 
experiments. with mag wheels. However, 
Boyce was worried for he was 300 Ib heavier 
than the Fiat of Jean-Paul Perusse. John 
Buffum was joined by Canadian | Robin 
Edwardes in the Escort RS1600 he cam- 
paigned in the POR. The car was exactly as 
Tun last fall except for a freshening-up of 
the 1790 BDA powerplant. For many the 
‘American Motors Jeeps were the ones to 
beat. Detroit policeman Gene Henderson again 
Jed the team of two four-wheel-drive machines 
fitted for this event with 360 cu in engines. 

‘Andrew Cowan had come over for his third 
Winter Rally but for the first time was to be 
joined by a European co-driver, Beattie Craw- 
ford. They were installed in a Dodge Colt 
prepared by well-known North American 


Chryster exponent Scott Harvey. The car w 
a well travelled machine having been used 
throughout last year in the United States. For 
Cowan the actual event would be his Grst 
opportunity to try the Colt for, in driving it 
1m Detroit to Toronto, he had had no chance 
to et off the highway and experiment with 
the car's handling 
‘Jean Paul Perusse was being joined for the 
first time by experienced Canadian co-driver 
John Bellefleur in the Fiat 128. For this car 
the big difference seemed to be the Pirelli 
had been flown over from Europe. 
They were of very soft compound and would 
perform very well if the route should be icy. 
‘And icy it was. Temperatures throughout 
che weekend of between 0 and 10°F on the 
‘oute, plus a. week of cold weather before 
whe tally made icy roads the rule, Because 
studded tyres are banned in Ontario the 
i» would indeed be a challenge to the 
drive 
‘The first night of the rally separated che 
experts from the great majority cf club 
falliers that annually make up much of the 
Winter Rally entry. The 500-mile section to 
Ottawa reduced the fleld from 92 to 24, 
From the firs selective it was clear that the 
event would be fought out between Perusse, 
Woods, Buffum, Cowan and Henderson, The 
Jeeps were in difficulty as thelr four-wheel 
drive and high centre of gravity proved much 
Jess than ideal for the Icy conditions. The 


European Colt crew of Cowan/ Crawford. 


second American Motors entry of Erhard 
Dahm/Tom Grimshaw found this out when 
they ended the event in the ditch on the 
third selective. 

The Bob Hourihan/Doug Shepherd Datsun 
180 SSS, prepared initially by Old Woking 
Service Station, only lasted until the second 
selective when’ they likewise ended off the 
road. The second place car in the POR, a 
Volvo 142 piloted by Jim Walker and Terry 
Palmer, did not even complete the initial 
selective, having ran a bearing and totalled 
the engine 

‘When everyone arrived at Ottawa for the 
rest stop, Perusse had established a lead 
that he was to hold throughout the second 
night. His 21.26 penalty points were 4.23 
points up on Cowan/Crawford with Boyce, 
Woods following on. 26.25. Next up were 
Buffum/Edwardes at 27.11 while Henderson 
Pogue were falling back in thelr unsuitable 
machine at 36.01. As the points represented 
minutes and seconds" lost, the Perusse/Belle- 
fleur team had a good lead going into the 
second night 

‘The seversly depleted field departed Ottawa 

wmbered the previous night's exper 
ences, Boyce and Woods had suffered complet 
headlight failure in one delectiv 
pleted it with Woods hanging a fl 
The window. In the Ormsby’ selective on the 
way to Ottawa Boyce had spun in the last 
Corner bafore the flying finish, hit whe bank 
a tap, did a 360 and motored across the 
finish’ line. ‘This was to be followed by 
Andrew Cowan who did exactly the same 


hing. 
‘Cowan's only other problem during the first 
night was failure of @ spring on che clutch 


plate but problems were soon remedied and 
they were back on ehe road. ‘The roads had 
been ice covered on the way to Ottawa, but, 
now coming back, using many of the ‘same 
routes for"the second time in two nights, the 
Surface was highly polished. and very  alip- 
pery. Henderson discovered this when he left 
fhe rally on only che second selective out ot 
Ottawa, the victim of road conditions, 

Perusse began to have problems on his way 
back to Toronto and needed much of the 
almost 10-minute advantage he had accumu- 
lated over the threesome. of Boyce, Buffum 
and Cowan. His Fiat only had four of the 
Special Pirellis and when one blew on the 
way to Ottawa they were forced to put a 

indard italian tyre on the back and move 
a rear to the front. The failure of a second 
tyre on the way back home forced another 
Change so they finished with the trick rubber 
on the front and standard Pirellis on the rear. 
However, the worst was yet to come, for on 
the second last selective they took an off 
course journey, hit a snow bank and found 
that ‘the steering box would not let them 
turn left. Only good use of the handbrake by 
Perusse got them through the tricky 10-mile 
final selective at Camp Borden without leav- 
ing the road. 

Boyce. Cowan and Buffum battled fercely 
for the second spot and it seemed that every- 
thing would be decided at Camp Borden. 
Boyee and Cowan arrived but Buffum was 
nowhere to be found. Running second at che 
time the Escort’s differential chose ghis mo- 
ment to decide to no longer operate, and 
Buffum's rally was at an end, one selective 
from ehe finish. 

Perusse was well worth his third straight 
victory, displaying great ability on the tricky 
road surfaces. He gave great credit to navie 
gator John Bellefleur whose vast experience 
Sn the back roads of Ontario enabled him to 
guide the Fiat throughout the event without 
missing a turn, 

Cowan and Boyce both agreed that it was 
a rally for a front-wheel-drive car but both 
Seemed quite satisfied with their machines 
and their performance. Walter Boyce had sai 
at the start that the event would probably 
Won in a decisive manner and indeed it was, 
with Perusse dominating proceedings from 
Almost the start co Snish, With this win he 
must join Boyce as one of the very best rally 
drivers currently in North America. 
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LEADING DEALER FOR SOUTH BEDFORDSHIRE 
DUNSTABLE DOWNS GARAGE 
3 Ting Road, Dunstable Beds 
Dunstable 63231 (phone any time) 


Tel 


MAIN DEALERS IN LEEDS 
DMKEITH LTD 
Old Hall Garage, Cross Green Lane, Leeds 9 
Tel : (0532) 29890 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR BUCKS 
WELLESLEY AUTOS 
1 Belgrave Road, Slough, Bucks 
Tel : (75) 26597 


10%, INTEREST RATES FOR A LIMITED PERIOD 


GUYS AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS 
Marnhull, Dorset 
Tel : 025-882 244 
All Moskvich cars in stock for immediate delivery 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR LONDON AND KENT 
BROOKLANDS GARAGE LTD 
Willow Grove, Chislehurst, Kent 
Tel : 01-467 9606 
FULL SPARES 


B. C. CANNON LTD 
High Street, Puckeridge 
Tel: (999-24) 64567 
All Moskvichs in stock for immediate delivery 


ARNOT’S GARAGES (DUNDEE) LTD 
Blinshall Street, Dundee 
Tel : (0382) 23381 
SALES SERVICE 
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BEOLEY GARAGE SALES LTD 
Alcester Road, Beoley, Beoditch 
Tel : Tamworth-in-Arden (05644) 2553 
SALES SERVICE 


(CLEEVE HILL GARAGE 
Cleeve Hill, Cheltenham 
Tel : Bishop's Cleeve 2026 
Most Moskvichs in stock. Part exchange welcome 
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Last season the BMW engines were only supplied to March in F2, but this year they will be us 


a 


sd by March, GRD, Surtees and Chevron 


What is really happening at BMW? 


PATRICK McNALLY went to BMW Motor Sport GmbH to interview the director, 
JOCHEN NEERPASCH, and discover their exact programme for 1974 


Why have BMW, after so much recent success, 
decided to pull out of motor racing ? 
It was just a pure matter of finance. We 
have an energy crisis and a financial crisis 
here in Germany and which I think is com: 
mon to the whole of Europe. Because of this 
situation, we had to cut back our activities. 
We had’ already prepared our whole team, 
the entire technical side and our cars for 
this season.” We slowed down with this 
preparation in December, then we decided 
that we were not willing to spend so much 
money on the pure works involvement at 
this time, although we are still continuing 
with development. We are still developing 
Our new 24-valve engine, and also the coupé, 
and if the time is ripe, we will start again. 
Do you intend to support motor racing 
through private entrants ? 
Because we have a greater capacity now, we 
re not so involved in our own team cars, 
and we are now able to build cars We 
have already sold all last year's cars, and 
are currently assembling new cars for private 
entrants, and are now able to provide a 
better service for these private drivers, 
thus enabling them to compete on 
equal terms with the factory cars. 
What Individual teams have bought car: 
They are not teams, but more or less private 
drivers such as Rudi Falz from Essen who 
is doing the German saloon car championshit 
T must emphasise that these drivers are 
private individuals who are not likely to win 
@ championship, but go racing for pleasure. 
We do not sell cars to teams whom we oblige 
to do any specific championship. 
Which drivers have BMW under contract, and 
will they be lent out to people running works 
It is not being considered at the moment, 
because, as I said before, it is only because 
of the current financial situation that we are 
not Dreparing two cars like we did last year, 
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and running them for the whole series. We 
have, however, a development programme, 
and we need our drivers for this purpose. Ii 
could be that, at a certain stage of develop. 
ment, we will enter a works 

A would be beneficial t 
Have you any drivers under contract at the 
moment ? 
Yes, we have Jacky Ickx, Hans Stuck and 
Derek Bell and we are using these drivers 
in our own development programme. As I 
said before, we might well enter a few races 
Tater on, but we will not be running a com- 
plete championship. 
‘What was your racing budget last year? 
It is very difficult to say because all our 
budgets are differently allocated. We are an 
independent organisation and we make money 
selling spare parts for racing engines, the 
Facing engines themselves, and tuning kits 
The profit from these sales offsets the running 
costs of the team. But to give the exact 
amount of money we used is difficult because 
Wwe cannot compare it with the amounts we 
got from other factories 
What is your budget for this year? 
We have a budget sufficient to keep going, 
excluding the full works team. 
‘What was the relationship with March in 
Formula 2, and who will get Formula 2 BMW 
engines next year? 
Last year was our first year of existence as 

ir Sport GmbH, and we had quite a 

big programme. On the one side we had the 
motorcycle racing and on the other the 
building and developing of the Formula 2 
engines. We also had a rally programme 
and a racing programme on the 3.0 CSL. We 
started the building of F2 engines which had 
been developed in earlier years by Alex von 
Frankenhausen. We expected, of course, big 
production problems because if you put a 
Facing engine in a small production you 
always have problems. The engine was very 


new so we decided to give It to only one 
team and work very closely together. We 
had offers from many firms but we thought 
‘2 very good company to 

they were to build a lot of 


For homologation we had to build a bun: 
dred cylinder heads and, to make it feasible 
from ‘a financial view, we had to build and 
sell 50 engines. We were able to do 50 
due to their big programme in F2 cars and 
sports cars. Winning the European cham 


pionship ‘with Jarier showed that what we 
did was right. We had problems in the first 
one or two races after which all went well 
Now that the engine is known, and that the 


production problems are under control, we 
are prepared to sell the engines to everybody. 
When I say everybody, itis rather difficult 
because this engine was so successful last 
year that it is now very much in demand 


and we have not got enough: 


e only have 


the capacity to build another 70 units, so we 
are only selling them to the manufacturers of 
cars: to March, GRD, Surtees, Chevron. 
What are your plans for next year in 
Formula 2? 

We will continue with this engine because 


it is the last year of F2 to the stock block 
regulations. 

Does a Formula 1 project fit into any of your 
future programme 


Not at all. It is not the right time at the 
moment to think about. a Fl programme. 
First of all I think the Fl is very well set, 
and is a very interesting formula. It would 
be very difficult to engineer an engine which 


is better than the existing ones. Secondly 
we do not know how long this formula is 
going to last. At the moment, it terminates 
in 1976, but they are also talking about con- 
tinuing ‘the current formula for a few years 
more. The only possible moment when we 
might be interested would be when a new 
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Ne 
Jochen Neerpasch : " We decided that we were 
not willing to spend so much money on the 
Pure works involvement at this time, although 
Wwe are still continuing with development. 


formula starts and everybody begins from 
Scratch. On the other hand, you must under- 
stand that we are a motor car manufacturer 
and we are more interested ina project which 
is ted up with our own production. pro- 
gramme. For example, the F2 engine has a 
Production block and will be fed back into 
Production because the same engineers are 
developing the production engines and the 
racing engines. ‘If you have to build a com 
plete racing engine, then it is entirely removed 
from the production programme 

Does Hans Stuck, apart from the contract 
you mentioned, fit into your future plans and 
what is the background (0 the Stuck-BMW 
relationship ? 

Hans Stuck’s priority this year is to do the 
full Formula 2 season in the March-BMW— 
all the championship races. Because Hans 
has not had much experience, we thought 
that It was a good iden to send him to the 
first three races in South America, Hans 

@ very careful driver—he does not do stupl 
things. so it is not a big risk to put him 
into-a Fi car in a race for the first time. 
He is aware of his limits, so we thought it 
a good idea to put him into these three 
races where he got more valuable experience 
of Formula 1 than he would have done. in 
five or six races in F2. In South America 
all the Fl teams were staying in the same 
hotel for three weeks and the experience he 
gained with all those contacts was very 
Important to him. 

‘Are you sponsoring his Formul 
season ? 

When you say “sponsoring” him, we don't 
put any money in. Hans is paid ‘by March 
He gets a starting fee. Mosley is of the 
same opinion I think—that Hans Is an up and 
coming driver. 

To go on to a completely different subject, do 
you think that the present formulae are good, 
and do you think that entrants like yourself 
are being attracted or discouraged ? 

There are, of course, a lot of formulae. 1 
think that the Fi is very competitive at the 
moment. So is F2, and I think that the fact 
that BMW engines’ were entered made it all 
the more interesting, 

1 do not like the look of F2, because if 
the cylinder block is free, it would be purely 
a racing engine—nothing whatsoever to do 
with production units. This will not interest 
lus at all. Concerning Group 2, which is at 
fa difficult stage at the moment—it is far too 
expensive, but this is normal because if a 
formula runs for a long time against hard 
competition, it inevitably becomes increasingly 
expensive. From 1976 on we have a new 
Group 5 with more open regulations and 
counting for the World Championship of 
Manufacturers. We will also have a reduced 
form of Group 2 which is less expensive and 


1 drive this 
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which is more for private drivers and for 
national and maybe’ even European races. 
New Group 5 would obviously interest a 
manufacturer such as yourself. Will we see 


another confrontation between BMW. and 
Ford? 
Possibly. We do not know at the moment 


Racing should be considered along two lines 
there are so many different formulae and I 
think it is very difficult for the public to 
understand them. We are of the opinion 
that it is very good to have the Drivers 
Championships, as the peak for Fl. On the 
other hand, the Manufacturers’ Champion- 
ships must be made interesting for the public 
They have to see the Opels, Fords, BMWs 
and British Leyland, and all those cars which 
they can recognise. The driver is not the 


most important person because it is a Manu- 
urers’ Championship and the public will be 
forced to know which cars are which. Cur 


rently, if your look at a 3-litre prototype and 
ata Formula 1 car, there is not much dif 
ference, and if you are mot an expert you 
cannot ‘see which one Is a Ferrari and which 
mne is an Alfa Romeo. 1976 Manufacturers 
Championships must be made interesting for 
the public, and of course, for the industry as 
well, because manufacturers truly identity 
themselves with the results of these races. 
Do you think that sponsorship in racing is a 


200d thing, or just a necessary evil ? 
Sponsorship is, of course, a very good thing 
because it helps motor sport, but the danger 
of it is that it is directly related to the 
financial situation, It could be, that in one 
year, if there Is a lot of sponsorship, the 
development will advance rapidly, and the 
following year, if there is no sponsorship, the 


Whole thing will slow down, Without spon. 


Sorsaip, development would be more constant 
Bur we must always do our best from a 
technical point ef view, and sponsorship 
greatly assists the sport. The problem is 
that it is not stable enough. 


Ford appear to be reducing their involvement 
in motor racing. What are your comments 
‘on this ? 
T"tnink those must be the same problems 
as we have—the financial position ix bad. 
but T do not think this will mean that they 
Will stop motor racing 
Don’t you think that a company which goes 
into motor racing for just one or two years, 
then pulls out, ean do more harm than good 
to the sport 
I've already explained why we are not run 
full factory team, and if you ask 
om, 1 hope that’ you do not think 
we are pulling out. Ours is a purely financial 


reason, ‘and 1 do not think that we have 
done the sport any harm, because we are 
still competing in motor sport 

Ford's new V6 engine Is sald to produce 


over 400 brake horse power—did this influence 
judgment ? 

Not at all, We've known this of course since 
the beginning of last year, and we also have 
a 24-valve engine, and are still very com. 
petitive. This wili be seen because there 


One of the fabulous works CSL¢ which dominated last season's European Touring Car series. 


will be some races in which our works ears 
and the Ford factory cars will be racing 
against each other 

What do you think BMW's involvement in 
motor racing accomplishes for their sales? 
T think motor sport has two effects: BMW 
customers will identify with the product if it is 
Suecessful in races, Also, if you win a race, 
you show you have the ability to undertake 
good development. Secondly, if you have the 
Same technical staff working on both the 
racing and production cars, they have more 
Incentive because they are interested in the 


sports side, and therefore achieve better 
results 
‘A personal question, Why did you change 


from Ford to BMW in 1972? Was there bigger 
‘scope at BMW? 

I stopped racing because 1 was always very 
interested in the managing and technical side. 
When I started at Ford’s I built up the com: 
plete competitions department, and this was a 
Very interesting experience for me, We were 
very competitive and won the European 
Championship. Then suddenly there was the 
possibility of doing the same again with BMW, 
and this was a challenge. 

It must be easier working with BMW than 
with Ford who are notorious for their internal 
strife. 

Not easier, I would say different. From the 
experience in Ford, we formed an independent 
company which Is Motor Sport GmbH, and 
this results in our being more flexible ‘here. 
All big manufacturers have similar internal 
problems. We decided in December, after we 
had the budget cut down, not to run two 
official works entries in the European Cham- 
pionship series. We also decided not fo an: 
ounce it because at that time motor sport 
was already in difficulties, and if a manufac- 
turer like BMW had confirmed that they were 
pulling out of motor racing then, it would have 
been very bad, We wanted to postpone the 
decision and its announcement, but somehow 
the news leaked out and there was a big fuss. 
It was very bad that this happened, But once 
again, 1 must say that BMW Is not pulling out 
of motor sport: we are just not entering our 
two factory cars in the complete series, 

We are building more engines and more 
cars for the private customer. Last year, at 
fone point in the championship, we had only 

few very competitive factory cars and pr 
vate cars were way behind. Now that we can 
produce equally competitive cars for private 
individuals the difference when the works car 
appear again won't be as great as it was 
before. 

Apart from the 24-valve engine which you 
are bringing out, are there going to be any 
other innovations this year 

Not dramatically new, but last year we were 
so busy with our relatively small team pre- 
paring cars from race to race, that we could 
not do any development. In’ the meantime, 
out of all the experience gained last year, 
We carried out all the small changes in our 
new car which we are going to try at the 
beginning of the season. 
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Tony Pond: determined to succeed 


By MARTIN HOLMES 


‘Tony Pond is one of the best examples of how 
the Mexico rally serles kept people rallying 
when otherwise they would have been lost to 
the sport forever, and his second place in 
the Kleber Scholarship would never have come 
about otherwise, He shone in other forms of 
rallying before the Mexico championship got 
off the ground; he had In fact enjoyed a 
mercurial rise to fame. But it took the 
involvement in the series with backing of 
large Ford dealers In Middlesex to bring him 
‘driver, and ultimately into 
favour with Ford at Boreham. Ford are in- 
volved in people and the sport to a far grea 
than merely providing competition cars 
team drivers; the whole Kleber- 
‘scheme was one of thelr dreams 
‘come true and of the six people who have now 
won KW scholarships all but one have had 
almost exclusive Ford competition backgrounds, 

Tt was elght years ago, the year when the 
whole Route Authorisation system came into 
being, that Tony hit the road in a competition 
car. Aotually it was a standard road Imp 
‘owned. by his company—Brew Bros, for 
whom he was a Rootes salesman, but it was 
enough to sow the germ. “I found 1 was 
getting blown off by all the other cars,” and 
$0 he turned to a Cortina GT after very 
few events. In this car he actually came third 
‘on one event, "a co-promoted event, probably 
nothing as big as a London Counties’ event 
or anything like that." Then he met Bryan 
Harris who said the only thing that Tony 
ought to do was a stage event. To Tony it 
made eminent sense, for it did not really 
matter what your navigator got up to. So it 
happened that he entered the Sutton & Cheam 
‘Tempest rally in 1967, a forest event held over 
venues long since banned to the sport, in 
Hampshire, He won, driving a Mini Cooper S 
which was so nicely turned out that he felt 

il when he saw scratches down the side. The 
;pposition was good for a southern event thi 
days, but of course stage rallies were then in 
thelr infancy 

With such a success as this it was difficult 
to know which way he should turn. Inevit: 
ably he was courted by the usual success- 
hungry navigators. John Brown was keen to 
Fide" with him, in between Malkin commit- 
ments, but he eventually decided that Tony 
was {00 interested in keeping his car tidy to 
make much good as a driver. He did, however 
shine on the Nutcracker Motoring News rally 
by coming second overall on his first ever MN 
event, and the first time he had been to Wales, 
et alone rallied there. But the very next time 
he went out, he lost that Lovely Car image. It 
fs arguable ‘whether the bend on that Brent 
Vale Rally was visible on the map or not, but 
the Mini ended up in a haystack a total wreck 
‘and a whole long year went by before he was 
able to appear again, He did about three 
more events —one was a Welsh event when 
they went flying through a. contral at top 
speed without stopping, and the others were 
Stage events at Culham. 

He reappeared the next year, this time in a 
Lotus Cortina, The late GOs were famous for 
the unreliability of the Escorts and a Lotus 
Mk 2 seemed to offer a much more trouble. 
free future. The engine was an lan Walker 
145 bhp unit and proved incredibly reliable 


When eventually the car was sold to Alan 
Hemmings, Alan took the engine out and put 
it into an Escort and it still went well. But 


‘after a season with the Lotus he came to a 
crossroads. He was then 25, he had spent 
every penny he had earned on his rallying. It 
was time to have a break, concentrate on 
building up his business of buying and selling 
cars and forget the past. He even cancelled 
his Autosports and MNe ! 

‘This lay-off could not last for ever. He was 
at Norman Reeves one day in Uxbridge when 
Mike Fassett, the sales manager, showed Tony 
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t 

Tony Pond, driving for fun 

Fords’ brochure on the forthcoming rally 
championship. He knew the people at Norman 
Reeves from back in the Lotus Cortina days, 
as they had helped him with 2 
Spares in return for publicity, and was. in- 
trigued when Fassett asked him if he would 
be interested. Of course he would, but how 
Well, the stores manager had a demonstrator 
that ‘was available at weekends and this is 
the car that found Its way to the fest few 
rounds inthe 1972 Mexico series. He was 
third on the Oslo Trophy, an awful event in 
Which people kept getting stuck and in which 
Tivals did deals with each other in order to 
get their cars out of the mud. Then he came 


Second on the Rallye Bristowe, a much more 


. .. he came second overall in 
the series, behind Will Sparrow 
and in front of George Hill. The 
three of them all wanted to win 
the free works ride on the 
Scottish in 1973 and it was 
Tony who had it in the end.” 


important rally which coincided with the 
< s and which was won by Harold 
in an 1800 cc RS. This started to 
get Arthur Pateman, Norman Reeves’ manag- 
ing director, interested, Pateman had, of course 
been a follower of Dave Brodie’s racing activi 
ties but he began to realise that Tony was 
bringing quite a lot of publicity from ral 
ing. This, then, led to the purchase of a 
better car, with blueprinted engine, for the 
second part of the season. Funnily enough, 
this car never went as well as the other One 
though Tony finished best Mexico driver on 
all three stage events in it 

He came second overall in the series, behind 
Will Sparrow and in front of George Hill, The 
three of them all_ wanted to win the fre 
works ride on the Scottish in 1973 and It was 
Tony who had it in the end, Will chose the 
Acropolis when the RAC would obviously con- 
flict with his new Vauxhall commitments— 
only to retire unhappily with fan belt trouble 
—whilst George had an even unhappier ride 


fon the Welsh in Roger Clark's old gold car 
Which was in far from healthy trim and re: 
tired early, That Scottish run will be des- 
cribed later, and must have done much to 
enhance the KW chances, But that was 
Still a half-season later. It seemed that Nor~ 
man Reeves were not. going to be involved 
in another Mexico series. Tony was not too 
disappointed for the raliles chosen for the 
1972 series were far from satisfactory 

He had the car for the Tour of Dean, how- 
ever, and came an amazing fourth overall, He 


Uprated it to the tune of an Isd (there was 
no Mexico or Gl category) and he fitted 
Minilites, but the engine was just the same. 


Until then nobody realised just how well a 
good driver could make a Mexico go on 
power-events. His only other Mexico event 
Was to be the Swedish 

The Swedish was not, as many people 
thought, some back-up prize from Boreham. 
The rally had a special class for G1 Mexicos 
and Fords were boosting this as hard as 
hey could. They even got Ronnie Peterson 
and Reine Wisell involved. Being a Gl event 
Norman Reeves acquired a car that Frank 
Gardner had used, since the old Reeves car 
had all the extra ‘bits that the Mexico rally 
championship cars were also allowed to be 
fitted with, It was back to the standard 
plastic seats and everything. When he and 
Frances Cobb got there they found that 
Swedish’ Mexicos had all the Custom pack 
‘equipment whilst they had none. “ You could 
hot walk after a long stint with those standard 
Seats.” ‘They watched the first part of the 
event, on which the Mexicos did not compete, 
and found that only a dozen or so cars went 
really quickly. The speed they went, though, 
was absolutely unbelievable. The rest. were 
Tittle better than average. Stig Blomav 
rings round everyone else, and Tony 
himself feeling sorry for the chap when 
Peterson got all the headlines. They came 
third in the Mexico class out of 30 or so, with 
Andy Dawson at fifth. For Tony the Swedish 
provided more stories than any other event 
in his life, but at Frances’ expense I think he 
enjoyed most one occasion when they went 
off during practice, Frances went back to wave 
the following cars dawn, and the next one 
‘along was a Russian Fiat, “Get other man,” 
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°73 Suottish Rally. An important drive for Tony. Seen here on Glentrool 


was the opening, instructio another 
man, but woman,” Tony replied, “Wooman ? 
they exclaimed. “Good! We will have car 


out in no time 
Back from the Swedish and Tony's rally 


———— ed 
"When he heard the Kleber/ 


Wheelbase judges’ verdict he 
wondered whatever had 
become of the scheme for him 
even to be considered, let alone 
chosen, as a scholar. But he had 
assumed, like everyone else, 
that actual results rather than 
potential would be the 
criterion. 


ee 
World went quiet, There was talk of an 
RS1600,coming to Norman Reeves from Fords, 
but this was just talk and nothing seemed to 
happen. But the fide on the Scottish was 
fact and something he was looking forward 
to immensely. He had never had a car 
approaching 200 bhp before. Tony and 
Frances decided they would enjoy the Scot. 
tish and try to finish. Never having.-even 
driven such a car before, it was a disappoint. 
ment to have to drive the engine in on 
the journey to the start, but the day before 
the start Tony and Robin Vokins drove the 
car down the motorway outside Glasgow. 
“"Take it round to 9,000,” he said. “1 couldn't 
believe the response. Everything happened so 
quickly. You had to keep changing gear.” The 
rally went well, but he spent his whole time 
finding things ‘out. It was only after the 
Second tarmac stage that he discovered the 
existence of the balance bar on the brakes, and 
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that_was after Hannu had told him. They 
finished seventh overall but It was a near 
thing. The rear axle snapped after the penulti 
mate stage; it was wired up to do the final 
test, and when a mechanic started to drive 
the car away the day after the event the 
halfshaft snapped. 

Eventually the long-spoke-of RS1600 came 
for Tony to drive; it was a 2-litre and the 
Burmah was to be its first event. Tony had 
been invited after the Scottish to compete 
a rally-versus-racing driver battle in Consuls 
at Castle Combe when he got involved in 
someone else's accident. “1 really do not 
know what happened, but I think two Consuls 
Audged each other on a straight after the 
tyres (standard Michelins) went soft and it 
Started a chain reaction.” Tony was checked 
over after they got him out of the wreck; he 
was pronounced fit despite a painful arm— 
and proceeded to pass out as he drove home 
on the M4. His wrist was broken. It was 
touch and go if he would make the Burmah, 
but like Barry Lee he made it on the night in 
a brand new car. But, unlike Lee, Tony's 
rally did not last long, the second stage to be 
precise. He met Bill Taylor's RS1600 trying 
to reverse back on to the track, clipped the 
back of it and rolled. “The car just toppled 
fon to its roof, yet the roof caved right in 
above us” Since then similar cars have been 
fitted with complete roll cages. "It was chaos 
there. Nobody knew what to do, least of all to 
try, to get us back on to our wheels and 
enable us to carry on. When we eventually 
ot the car upright all the oil had escaped into 
the boot, so we went back to find poor old 
Fowkes and get his car back on to the road. 
‘That took another two hours!” 

Tn fact the Norman Reeves 2-litre was not 
badly damaged and was ready for the Dukeries 
when he and Frances finished second behind 
Roger Clark who had the Watts-linkage, fuel- 


injection car for the first time. Just lke the 
Scottish, it was a near thing, for the gearbox 
(ZF) failed and the final stages were tackled 
with only two gears left. A week later and 
now full of confidence with the 2-litres he 
took the car up to the Lindisfarne but the 
gearbox failed altogether and a chance to have 
2 real go at Clark was lost. Then he did the 
Moss Tyres and again gearbox failure was the 
reason for a retirement. The RAC Rally came 
‘and went without Tony, and he was left with 
memories, wondering if he would ever have 
nother chance to go rallying at other people's 
‘expense again. 

When he heard the KW judges’ verdict he 
wondered whatever had become of the scheme 

wr him even to be considered, let alone chosen 
as a scholar. But he had assumed like every: 
fone else that actual results rather than poten: 
Ual would be the criterion. He seems genuinely 
unable to see himself in the sport, for rallying 
has always been his source of fun rather than 
anything else. Perhaps more than any other 
Griver of his class he needs the guidance of a 
manager as well as co-driver, and certainly 
Frances Cobb has done more to enable the 
true Tony Pond to show than people realise. 
With so few rallies between him and those 
Mexico days in 1972 he still remembers that 
series very clearly. 

He remembers how that timed-to-the-minute 
sections were more demanding yet more frus: 
trating than selective sections, for sometimes 
that extra effort made enormous differences 
but usually it did not. He recalls the apparent 
unfairness of many of those events. He remem. 
bers how he kept on passing George Hill one 
night yet George beat him in the end. He rates 
George very highly indeed, “very rapid on 
tarmac roads, incredibly smooth.” He feels 
that a lot of people in that first Mexico year 
became very disillusioned, and imagines that 

events must have been a lot better. 
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Road test 


There (s a growing demand for pick-ups espe 
Moskvich factory d 


Cheap, reliable 


sted a Moskvich for Atrosror 
hing unusual about that, exce 
that regularly, until the present time, I have 
been accosted by total strangers who have 
thanked me for the writeup, having becom 
satisfled owners as a result of reading it. Now 
Such a thing is rare in the life of a road 
tester, who" is much more likely to be 
threatened by the man who is on his fourth 


gearbox or who can't get some vital spa 
Parts. I therefore decided that it was 1 
ried another “ Mosk: a 
these tough, 8 
which makes their c 
Obviously, the 100 per cent reliability shown 


in the World Cup and the London-Sydney 
Marathon, which has been confirmed in 
duction saloon car racing, is the main attrac 
tion. The fantastic accessibilit 

servicing so easy, whether ca by th 


owner of his garage, and there a 
tation to neglect important jobs 

the greatest advantage of the Moskvich is th: 
uninterrupted production which it sin 
the absence ikes, ensuring a high stan. 


VAT. 
this bs 


are turning 
make enough of them, so great is the demand 
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by John Bolster 


among whom the sporting appearance and easy insurance appeal. The Moscow 
but the answer is to buy a van costing £725 « ‘converted for £100 oF 40: 


transport from Moskvich 


les the PRO side, had maximum, a mere 82 mph was alleged! 
fone and eventually Russian tyres used to have a bad reputa: 
tion and people hastened to change them, but 

I could find no fault with the ones on’ this 
car. It was well balanced and quite fast 
through corners, both on wet and muddy roads 
and in the dry. Whether or not these tyres 
would equal the European productions round 
a racing circuit 1 have no idea, but their 
bold treads give a good cross-country perfor- 
mance and certainly add to the appearance of 


ree branches but 


tle machine besides preventing 
mad mplaint, though _aquaplaning. 

coming the other way did? The springs are not as hi those of 
T'm afraid she missed her first service, but some pick-ups and by. no 
I did two little of ‘all, the brakes ncomfortable, when “a 
were uneven as would expect, 1 Toad is. ca aiving 
hard applica- easy support for a long journey. The 
achiew noise level is no higher than that of some 
no locked saloons and with a bit of extra padding this 

les, I judged ald be quite a quiet vehicl 

‘and re-set the car- little road noise on most su 

ft spots and give a slow noise is only obtrusive at speeds 


the maximum. The engine never 
js hard-pressed and the gearbox is 
‘audible, the change being truly 


accele! 
hose 
eat nith er 
ect gears were ai 
mat the lighter weigh 
dd fifth 


The inclined light-alloy engine, with an 

‘and five main bearings, 
y Somehow, the ustial low 
eed. thurn rumble of a four-cylinder 


t ine was st 
bit stiff. Again f unit minated, ‘the Moskvich 
body must have cele s than. 15 mph in top 
and a simple cover would be gear without a tremor. There are British cars 
Whereas the previous test car had an accurate which are unhappy below 30 mph in top gear, 
speedometer, this one was extremely slow, a which is absurd, and the sooner our designers 


Very unusual fault At the genuine 90 mph find our why 


Mosky is dead smooth at half 
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Road test 


Left, the inclined light alloy engine, with an overhead camshaft and five main bearing 
and rumble of a four cylinder has been eliminated. Right, the pull out handbrake beside the steering colum 


Works better than most 


that speed, the better, It gives restful town 
driving and is most beneficial to fuel economy. 
to which the radiator shutters also contribute, 

I have ‘already mentioned the outstanding 
accessibility. There is a remote control for 
the drain tap, 30 that one does not have to 
bend to let out the water, but it works on a 
fine thread, so accidental release of the liquid 
is. impossible. Another remote control 
operates the fuel pump, encouraging priming 
of the carburetter If the car has not been used 
for a while. Checking the hydraulic fluid is 
easy and the gauze filter for the brake servo 
can be Instantly. removed for cleaning, ex- 
posing the adjustment of the valve. The tool 
kit is famous and includes a grease gun and 
Inspection lamp, while the front number 
is on @ spring for easy insertion of the si 
Ing handle. The spare wheel is hidden behind 
the passenger's seat 

"The heater is very powerful, as one would 
expect of a Russian car, but ventilation is 
through old-fashioned swivelling quarter. 
lights, In general, the finish of the mechanical 
units is_more after the style of a military 
vehicle than. of a. private car—practical but 
ot pretty, The pull-out hand brake beside the 
Steering column seems a crude thing, though 
factually it works better than most, while 
the choke doesn’t always stay where it's put. 


al Max mp.h.90 a ae 


«| Vamiile 
* / Moskvich Pick-up 
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and the wiper blades tend to smear the screen, 

1 believe there has been some criticism of 
the Moskvich in a non-technical publication 
which I’ don't read, In this connection, I can: 
hot do better than quote Tony Lanfranch: 
‘Apropos of all the recent drama in the press 
about Moskviches, I'd like to say that having 
had over 50 class wins myself in the past tw 
years, we never had an incident arising from a 
mechanical failure—and have never, never 
suffered brake failure” To which I would add 
fone question to these armchair experts. Would 
fone ‘of our most experienced racing drivers 
fan instructor at a racing drivers’ school, ever 
Consider racing a car that had anything 
Suspect in Its design or construction ? 
‘There are those who knock the Moskvich 
because they don't like the politics of the 
Russians and others who regard the car as 
Unfair competition for our own strike-bound 
Industry. They are perfectly entitled to hold 
such views in private but they must never let 
them ‘colour their thoughts when writing a 
road test report. If the car represents good 
Value they must say $0, and anything else is 
just damn dishonest 

‘The Moskvich is a plain car for the man 
requiring completely reliable transportation at 
the lowest possible price, That it tg not with: 


looks a hefty lump, but som 


ow the usual low speed thump 
seems a crude thing, though it actually 


out performance is proved by its racing 
Successes, but its virtue really lies in the 
Ultra-sturdy construction which the rugged 
conditions in its homeland dictate, When 1 
telephoned Tony Lanfranchi for permission 
to quote him, he remarked that although the 
Moskvich is a good car, the Lamborghini is 
better for getting birds in the Kings Road, 
Which, really, is what I was trying to say 


Transporting well over double the rated load (carrying stone) the headlamps shone into the 


tree branches but the Mosky made no complaint, 


RMSTRONG 


ARMSTRONG 


SUSPENSION 
EQUIPMENT... 


The range is fantastic. The performance unsurpassed and 
the quality unbeatable when you choose Armstrong 
suspension equipment. 


Years of experience in racing, rallying and all other forms 
of motor sport has proved time and time again the outstanding 
reliability of Armstrong products 


Armstrong's beautifully engineered Formula 1 shock 
absorber has been further developed and now has a unique 
compression setting adjuster in addition to the unique 
rebound adjuster and threaded spring seating adjustment. 
Already this unit has been adopted by the majority of 
Formula 1 Grand Prix teams, 


You need go no further than your nearest Armstrong stockists 
for the world’s most complete range of suspension equipment 


Telephone : 0482 633311. 
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area 


Armstrong Patents Co., Limited, 
Melton, North Ferriby, Yorkshire HU14 3HY, England. 


Jan Ashley at the Brands October F5000 round where he was one of the 
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lan Ashley — 1974 is his 
chance to show the way 


MIKE KETTLEWELL traces the up-and-down career of one 
of Britain's hopes of future F1 material 


Although he has been racing since 1966, 


like “a graph of the national economy 
sup" developed into something. 
Lola-Chevrol 

team for 1974, 


Throughout his motor racing 
Ashley has suffered from. var 
Uncompetitive. machinery; broken promises 
or just plain bad luck. On one of his “ w 
‘early In 1970 he diced with Emerson Fittipaldi 
for victory in the Brazilian Formula Ford 
Temporada, but whereas everything happened 
for Emerson that year, for Ian it was one of 
his "down" years, At one stage a se 
of misfortunes—" some of which were my 
fault, some of which weren't "—earned him 
the nickname “Crashley.” Even last. year so 
called experts waited for the accident the 
Were sure would occur, but a series of fron’ 
row grid positions ahead of 5000's best 
names dumbfounded them. 

Does he feel it is now too late to make 
the grade? “No, I'm getting to my ultimate 
goal slowly. Too’ slowly perhaps, but several 
Seasons of disappointment have given mie 
Patience and calmness. It took James Hunt 
& long time to reach the top. He is now 
among the very best drivers around, yet not 
so long ago he was written-off as "James 
Shunt." I think that in 1974, given the neces: 
sary luck, I can get very near to my goal 
T want to win, to be the man to beat. That 
to me, is more satisfying than being World 
Champion.” 

Tan Hugh Gordon Ashley was born in 
Germany on October 26, 1947. He was born 
into a speed-crazy family as his father Ken 
Was in the RAF. Soon the Ashley fami 
Settled in Lincoln and his father became clef 
test pilot at the British Aircraft Corpc 
being very much involved on the Conc 
project, After a spell at running a t 
China shop in Lincoln, he now runs an a 
charter business. That is scheduled t 
in August when Ian's parents plan to emigrate 
to Canada, where his mother was born. At 
the moment Ian is still based at his pa 
house in Lincoln. 

“T was always interested in cars," Ian 
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26-year-old Ian Ashley has competed in fewer than 
100 races. That's what a busy Formula Fordster can achieve in two seasons. Ian's care 

ies all 
y big, alter a highly promising y 
THI0 he has accepted the No 1 spot in Jackie Epstein’s ShellSport Luxembourg 


ps and downs, Not until this year has an 
driving his own F5000 


alled. “At the age of 11 1 was given a 
Scalextrle set and became c At publi 
Bob Owen and Mike Smith. Bob's father was 
hhief_medical officer at Oulton Park, while 
Mike's held th fe position at_ Silverstone 

At 14 1 went with Bob to Oulton Park 
It was just too much, I knew there and then 
1 wanted ¢ ¢ racing and all other 
interests. few he. window. I found 
the courage father what 1 wanted 
to do and. at many arguments, | 
‘On 8 very cold n ry, 1966, Jan 
Ashley came down to London with his father 


Ashley senior went to the Boat Show while 
Tan went to Olympla for the Racing Car Show 
He joined the long queue for the motor racing 
simulator. Graham Hill had just set up BTD 
and lan was only half a second slower. By 
the time it, was his turn father had arrived 


and watched him, quietly noting Motor Racing 
Stables’ enthusiastic approach to Ian after 
wards 


After carefully saving his wages over 18 
months, lan spent it on a course at the Jim 
Russell’ Racing Drivers’ School at Snetterton 
1 was put in ‘31, was not 
taught much but After a three 


week course I was lapping at the same speed 
as the instructor and on August 28 took par 
in my first race. It was one of the school's 


wate race meetings and I competed in the 
fast event T pulled out 4s a I 


the day 


nthe and finally won by a minut 
T'felt on f the world 
T was beginning to run out of money 
was €20 a race—and for the second race 


in Europe for MGM's Grand. Prix film and, 
2 pole position he came up to 

said in a gruff voice, "Too fast!* 1 
start, spun at the Esses halfway 
round the first lap and stalled. I did recover 


eee | 


wd make fastest lap, however. For the third 
Russell_never said a word, 1 won by 


e problems 


ney supply had dried up. 
thers clubbed together and 


him an old frog-eyed Sprite. "Tt was 
‘standard with a maximum speed 

Traced n my six signatures 

about braking, At an October Mallory 

Park club meeting, run in appalling condi 
ons, Ian attracted the attention of AUTO. 
Sromt reporter Simon Taylor. "The. final 
cap. saw. a splendid drive in renewed 

by Ian Ashley, who fooled the hand: 

ca good and proper with his completely 


Standard’ Michelin -X-shod frog-eyed Sprite, 
fed on the limit mark and. pro: 


walk away with the race 


in December 


Ian gained his signatures 
announced his plans for 196 ‘Owen, 
Ken Ashley and lan clubbed together and 
bought the ex-Dickie Attwood Midland Racing 
Lola 62 Formula 2 car which 
inverted 10 F3 application by me 
wwered Flag Co! 
wland Mk 6. gearbox. Th 
4 for the first time at the Boxing 
Park meeting in "66; Ian led the F3. 
libre race until. the 
retired. 


Oulton Park and a lurid 


front of the pits at the Daily Express 


Trophy Silverstone International caused Ian 
rapidly to fall out of love with the Lola and 
it was sold to Fred Opert. A Merlyn Mk 10 


was bought and into this was installed the 
MAE mill, First time out at Clermont-Ferrand 
in June Ian was lucky to qualify after bending 
a steering arm in practice, but he was 10th 
in the face. At Rheims the following week 
end, however, lan was lucky to escape 
uninjured when, trying to overtake Charles 
Lucas in practice, he misunderstood Lucas’ 
intentions ‘and lost control_on one of the 
fast swerves. The Merlyn travelled a quarter 
fa mile through the field, crossed the track 
and hit the bank, 

Thanks to Araldite and masking tape the 
Ashlowe Racing Team (Ashley and Owen) 
Merlyn was resuscitated for Magny-Cours 
three weeks later when Ian was fifth in a 
heat. The Continental trip continued via 
Djurslandring (where lan was fifth when the 
race was abandoned after Doug Revson's fatal 
accident), Himeenlinna (fourth), Avus (third 
with the seat warn through on the banking). 
Zolder (12th), Albi (Second in the consola- 
tion race), Oulton Park (involved in a start- 


line accident) and Brands Hatch (incident 
with Mike Walker) to Jarama (where Tan 
ploughed over UM Svensson's spinning 


Brabham). 
It was not the most successful of seasons, 


a 


but many people were sure that the 19-year- 
old Ashley was destined for stardom. He 
had three offers of drives for 1968: the 
Chequered Flag. McLaren M4A team, the 
second works Merlyn Mk 10A or one of 
Natalie Goodwin's Brabham BT2Is. lan, who 
had often sought advice from The Flag’s 
Graham Warner during 1967, plumped for 
the McLaren. “Graham was’ committed to 
an ambitious programme for 1968 with two 
Formula 2 McLarens and two F3. versions 
for Mike Walker and myself, But Esso backed 
out and instead of pulling out Graham 
soldiered on, the F3s having. some sponsor- 
ship from Scalextric. It was a disastrous 
Season which, in fact, almost ruined Graham 
financially.” 

"That Is no exaggeration, During the season 
Walker had three major shunts and Ashley 
one plus some minor contretemps. Ian's best 
result was a sixth in the 4000 Guineas Mallory 
Park meeting, while he was seventh at Pau 
and Zandvoort and 12th at Karlskoga and 
Montinery. 

The 1969 season should have seen Ian in 
Formula 2 with the Chequered Flag. That had 
been the original long-term plan, but with 
the team in ruins Ashley was forced to step 
dowa into Formula Ford. He had an offer from 
the new MRE Merlyn team to drive along- 
side Dave Morgan, but Instead he chose to 
pitot the works Alexis Mk 15 as there was a 
promise of a Formula 3 seat on the horizon. 
"The Alexis was a quick ear. In the 10 races 
U did for them T set eight fastest laps, four 
of them records, 1 also achieved the first 
100 mph FF lap at Silverstone. But Alexis 
pulled out in July and Mike Warner of Lotus 
Components offered me drives in the Mike 
Spence and Jim Russell Lotus FF teams. 

However, there was another turning point 
in Ian's career in August. Tony  Kitchiner 
completed his first F500 car, the Kitchiner 
K3. Based on an F3 K2 monocoque, it had a 
47-litte Ford. V8 shovelled in the back 
Kitchiner, who used to. work for Graham 
Warner, asked Graham who he thought should 
drive it. “Tan Ashley” was the reply. The 
first outing at Snetterton was a disaster, but 
At Hockenheim two weeks later he coped 
reasonably well with the Kitchiner K3-until 
a head gasket blew in the second heat. At 
Oulton Park tan was a good sixth in. the 
second heat (the fan belt came off in the 
first), while in the final round at Brands Hatch 
he was fifth overall 

Ian was on his way up again. Mike Warner 
offered him a one-off drive in a Formula B 
Lotus 50B  twin-cam at. Brands Hatch. in 
November—a "test-drive" prior to delivery 
to an American customer—and he obliged by 
winning. Early in 1970 lan was sent to Brazil 
for the MCD-organised, Jackie Epstein: 
managed Formula Ford Torino. His car was 
‘a Lotus Components-entered Lotus 61M, the 
No 3 car to the Fittipaldi brothers. After 
taking a third at Rio de Janeiro, a victory 
at Curitiba, a third at Fortaleza and a fourth 
‘at Rio the scene was set for a showdown 
between Emerson Fittipaldi and tan Ashley 
in the double-point final round at Interlagos. 
The circuit was very dusty as it still hadn't 
been properly rebuilt and in the frst heat 
dirt entered the carburetter intake and Tan 
spluttered home third. Heat 2 saw a dust-up 
between Emerson and tan. It all depended 
on the final, slipstreaming burst to the flag 
land both backed off considerably on the last 
lap, not wanting to be the first_on to the 
finishing straight. But it was Emerson's home 
circuit and he outwitted Tan to take the flag 
and win the championship. 

‘Ashley arrived back in Europe to find 
nothing. A promised Formula 3 drive had 
fallen through, but he was offered Ulf Norin- 
der's spare Lola T142 in the opening F500 
round on Good Friday at Oulton Park thanks 
to some kind remarks made to Ulf by Jackie 
Epstein. “I crashed it. On the frst lap of 
practice, coming over the brow before 
Knicker’ Brook, the car slewed and hit the 
bank. I was not even flat out, only doing 
about 80 in third. This screwed up a possible 
Formula B drive with Epstein, something 
which may have led to F5000. To t 
T'do not know what cansed the occ 


Jan Ashley — in 1974 heads 
boure’s Lola t 


hellSport Luxem- 


found he was in Lincolnshire. 


Bearings firm gave him £2000 
hired Natalie ‘Goodwin's 

GKN Birfield Trophy 

s Silverstone International 

ich pald off and after a 

with the works Gold Leaf 

Lotus 59s of Dave Walker and Bev Bond he 

split them to take second place 
Next plan was to hire the late Bert Haw- 
‘Chevron BIT for 


It was a gam 
slipstreaming “epic 


rode went through 

f practice and as 

the second session— 

on YBIIs—I hadn't 
T have never driven 


a piston on the first day 
he came out 


5 my hardest 


minutes 1 was 
‘was m0 good, 

was 5.3 off the 
qualifying time and he went home €400 poorer. 
tchiner asked lan to test a Formula 

Tan arrived to find March 


the heroics tan 


testing, but no Kitchiner. Robin Herd 
recognised Ashley and asked if he would like 
to try their F3 car. But it could not be 
coaxed into life, so Ian was asked to test 
the F2 702. “You've driven one of these, 
of course ?" Herd inquired. “Er, of course,” 
Ved Tan. He managed five laps before the 
FVA mill ran ‘out of fuel and lapped 2s 
quicker. than Howden Ganley who was also 
on hand. Subsequently Ashley was invited 
to lead the  works-backed Pelonyer March 
Formula 3 team. “It was an unhappy period 
for me," recalled Ian. “Petonyer wa: 
basically a Scottish team and they didn't 
really want me. The March would only 
run well with wings, but I wasn’t allowed 

use them.” Eventually Ashley and 
Petonyer parted company with but a win 
in a Snetterton formule libre race to thelr 
credit, 

In October tan had a telegram from Mike 
Warner. It read “Come. back, all Is 
forgiven." lan was to drive a Lotus Com- 
ponents-entered Lotus 59A in the Motor Show 
200 meeting at Brands Hatch, final round of 
the ‘Shell/Motor Sport Championship. For 
his heat Ian secured a front-row grid position 
and finished third behind Tony Trimmer and 
Carlos Pace. In the final, fighting for second 
place behind Trimmer, Ian tangled with James 
Hunt's similar Lotus 'S9A at Paddock. "The 
rear of my car and the front of his touched, 
V'slid off, stalled and couldn't restart 

So Ashley's European season ended as: it 
had begun. His nickname of ” Crashley " was 
beginning to stick. Drivers and press found 
every opportunity to be rude to him, In an 
article in Car in which several leading F3 
Grivers were asked to name the drivers they 
hated to race near Mike Beuttler, Gerry 
Birrell, James Hunt, Tony Trimmer and Colin 
Vandervell listed fan, tan, incidentally, 
named Dave Morgan, Bey Bond and Hunt ! 

For 1971 Mike Warner did a deal so that 
Ian raced a Lotus Racing Lotus 69 in F3. 

Tt used a hack Novamotor engine—the 

ks Gold Leaf car of Dave Walker had 
the best.” Nevertheless, first time out at 
Brands lan collected a third, to be followed 
by a second on the road at Cadwell Park (he 
was docked a minute for a jumped. start) 
and a third on the road at Mallory Park 
(he was disqualified after a protest from 
Colin’ Vandervell over alleged dangerous 
driving). ‘Then Lotus Racing ‘shut shop and 
Jan was out in the cold. 

I was told 1 would get the works GRD 
drive when it became available later in the 


Continued on page 49 


Ian with the F3 Chequered Flag McLaren M4A in 1968 at Zandvoort. 
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Correspondence 


The editor is not bound to agree with readers‘opinions 


Cut meetings, not laps 


Now that the cut-back in our sport has been 
confirmed at 30 per cent, the gime has come 
to be @ little more constructive on the sub- 
ject of how this reduction is to be achieved. 


Ir is an agreed fact that in recent years there 
has been too much racing in this country, 
which has resulted in many spectators becom: 


ing disillusioned by the quality of their 
entertainment and, in my opinion, was the 
reason for falling gates, at least up to 1973, 
when the trend was’ somewhat reversed. 
Nevertheless, we ought to ask ourselves why 
we never get the attendance in this country 
obtained elsawhere, where spectators are not 
spoilt by too much indifferent racing and 
whether 1974 might not be the year in which 
We could alter the status quo, There Is also 
question, at a time when admission 
ges are rising, whether reducing the 
Jength and/or the number of races {s really 
fair to the customers or indeed co the 
drivers. Who will want to travel a couple of 
hundred miles (with petrol at 50p) in order 
to participate in a six-lap sprint round Snet- 
torton, Llandow or any other far-flung outpost 
of the British Empire? 

Surely the answer is simply to reduce che 
number of meetings by 30 per cent and allow 
those that are held to operate normally. 1 
roalise this may cause some sponsors to have 
heart attacks, but in the long run I think 
they would make themselves more popular 
with drivers and spectators alike, not forget- 
ting that great unpald army of marshals who 
are going to find the rising cost of petrol 
very hard to swallow. Finally, lee us remem. 
ber that the answer to the problem lies in 
the hands of the RAC, not circult owners, 
for without their permit no meeting can take 
place, 1 thape that they may consider my 
suggestion. 

COOKHAM, BERKS. 


Jonn Stantos. 


Inefficient racers... 


L have a few suggestions to help racing cope 
with the energy shortage. Limiting the amount 
of fuel for each car to run the race on is a 
good idea, and that can be improved on by 
making the cars more efficient 


1, Remove the restrictions on engine dis 
placement and type (Wankels, turbine, ete.) 

jundant to limiting the amount 
‘Small displacement engines are not 
ily more efficient for a given amount 
of power, just more expensive (turbos, 4 cams, 
ete). 

2, Allow more freedom in aerodynamic 
design. As an example : a wing 43 inches wide 
generating 1000 pounds of downforce at 
200 mph consumes approximately 135 horse. 

ower, while another wing 72 Inches wide, 
fenerating the same amount of downforce ai 
the same speed consumes only 48 horsepower 
The missing 87 horsepower shows up as in. 
creased air turbulence behind the car and 
Increased. fuel consumption. 

‘3. Lower the minimum weight of racing 
cars to encourage more efficient structural and 
engine design. 


Paut LAMAR 
MANHATTAN Brac, Catir, USA. 


...or the wrong 
type of car raced? 


After reading John Bolster's article suggesting 
that the fuel economy formula at Le Mans 
should be uprated to take the principal prize, 
T wonder if you could shine a light on he 
Tumours that a newly formed Scuderia Fill 
pinetti will be entering Fiat 127s and that 
there are even three 2CVs entered by Ecurie 
Francoohamps. 


Lonpon, NI. A. Jonen. 
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Keep out money 
and trade involvement 


There is a growing realisation that the princi- 
pal cause of our problems in road rallying is 
too much money. It Is being poured énto the 
sport by vehicle manufacturers, sponsors and 
private individuals. Redirect this maney into 
Stage events and to a large extent you have 
hig the crax of the problem. 

‘The constant striving to become the “this 
or that" champion has made the sport offer 
too much publicity for sponsors and the 
ambitious rally driver alike In. effect, 
ensure winning, not only do you need a & 
crew, but a full race car; money has 


the cars available. One vehicle manufacturer 
recently had the remarkable inspiration of 
Sending a 


‘orks car and driver on champion: 
on the road. Just stopping com- 
championships will not’ stop the 

{nternational driver thinking that 
road events are the best way to the top, with 
most of the sponsors and the money with us 

What is needed is a ban on all extra club 
championships on the road to put a damper 
fon the publicity values; take further money 
out by banning advertising on competing cars 
and stopping entrants being advertised on 
entey lists; stop allowing trade sponsorship 
‘of road events and finally, find some way of 
limiting the amoant of money spent on pre- 
paring cars. The limiting device could be a 
Sgeller’s plate” fixed on the winning car to 
the value af the limit set; no good adopting 
the Group 1 car or a cuble capacity limit 
because of the homologation. specials which 
are already available 

‘The principal suggestions in the Green 
Paper, although in many cases sound, would 
not solve any of the basic problems bur just 
stifle them. In some cases the proposals lead 
iis nowhere; timing on sight is the most 
notorious. Take the “regularity” suggest 
With the sponsorship the organising body are 
allowing us we will be equipping ourselves 
With Porsche Carreras fitted with small com- 
puters. These could also be used to win 
problem-solving events and have more time 
at the public house at the end, of the even: 
Not That is not the way forward; keep road 
events for the ordinary clubman who has no 
pretensions to become involved in the bally. 
hoo of sponsorship and championships, and 
competes for fun in his own car. 

‘Of course, there would be no motor sport 
it there were no ordinary clubmen competing 
‘This seems to have been lost on our organis- 
ing body, who are praposing to reduce road 
rallying under Government pressure without 
negotiating with the DOE for extra forestry 
allocations and the opening of other Govern: 
ment properties to take the strain of an 
expanding 6; 

FENnY ComPTon, WARWICKS. 


Joun Ginas 


Sports cars in 
autocross 


Whilst 1 must congratulate Derek Hill for 
hhis excellent support and enthusiasm for the 
autocross scene, I feel I must comment on 
his continued knocking of the sports car 
class and the supposed lack of entries. 

During 1973 I competed in 25 autocross 
events and the average number of com. 
petitors in the sports car class was eight, 
not a “dearth” 1 would say. The class that 
has been empty is that for rear engined 
saloons, the average over the same meetings 
was only four, that is a dearth! The reason is 
that unless you have a 2 litre VW, don't 
bother. In the sports car class we have 
Sprites, TVRs, Elans, GT6s, Spitfires, etc, a 
good variety of cars and as Ron Easton has 
Proved, the GTS can be beaten. 

‘The ‘answer is a change of class structure, 


scrap the FWD and rear engined classes and 
substitute “engine over driven wheels” 
classes with the same capacity divisions 

550, "1000 and over 1000ce. Thus the 
Imps and Renaults can tak’ on the small 
Minis and the VWs the 1300 Minis. This Is 
very feasible; a look at comparative times 
show that the cars are equally competitive and 
more important, would break up the endless 
siream of Minis which spectators complain 
Gneat Tornas, Essex. 


Granam ALLEN, 


Don't forget Scotland! 


1 thought I'd better just write and inform 
the readers of AuTosroxr that contrary to the 
impression given by the “1973 Off-Track Sea- 
son Review,” motor sport does thrive North 
of Hadrian's Wall! Reading eagerly through 


the review for mention of Ian McLaren, Agnes 
and Gray Mickel. Norrie Galbraith, Jamie 
Gibbon, Ricky Gauld, Alist 

Stuart 

Richie, 


ic Mak 
Brown, David Robertson, Gil 
Jim Robson, David Black, Geort 


rs and competitors in Scottish “off- 
events), I was amazed to not even 
find mention of the championships which they 
contested so vigorously. Struck dumb at the 
time, I have now recovered sufficiently to put 
the record straight and show you "Si 

achs” what does happen in Scotland b 
Ingliston. 

Despite no sign of the BTRDA, we have 
actually managed to organise autocrosses, in 
fact two National championships; the Players, 
No. 6 championship and the Burmah Castrol 
championship. From very competitive elds 
Alistair MacFarlane, Stuart Brown and David 
Robertson provided some of the best ente 
talnment for enthusiastic crowd: 

Up the hills of Doune, Rumster, Fintray, 
and Kinkell, we also saw some great competi: 
tion, with “racing drivers like Bob Leckie 
‘occasionally trying hard against experienced 
hill climbers like lan McLaren, In fact, tan 
was a clear leader in another national chai 
pionship (the Esso Uniflo Scottish Hillclimb 
championship), which brought many 
tussles from which drivers like Ricky Gaul 
Jamie Gibbon, Mike Bonar, and the Mickels 
emerged as great favourites, 

In the field of road rallying, in which Scot- 
land prefers more navigational events, Esso 
sponsored the first year of a proper national 
championship. Overcoming teething problems, 
the series brought to the fore several excel- 
lent crews (the drivers are still very impor- 
tant!) who stru : 
Many old faces 
hand over the Scottish countryside, including. 
David Black and George Thomson. But newer 
faces also emerged like Ken Murray. As with 
the C/MN series, the best drive 
fon stages; Jim Robson proved that not only 
could he win the Esso Uniflo Caledonia Road 
Rally championship in his sister's Mini 850 
(no mean feat), but that he could also drive 
into 15th place on the Scottish before his ill- 
prepared RS blew up. With the emergence 
of the Green Paper, perhaps the Southern 
Championships will have to look North for 
Organisational help. 

"m sorry to be so cutting, but I do feel that 
Avrosrort should at least give thelr Scottish 
readers a little bit more than at present. In 
fact, it might even warrant more involvement 
in the North of the Border scene. 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. JAMES M. Rae. 


FF support for lan... 


1 hope you will print this as I feel that Tan 
Titchmarsh deserves some support against 
what I consider ill-informed criticism from 
my fellow competitor and friend, Tiff Needell. 
‘Tiff shares with many other FF, drivers a 


ee ee 


Correspondence 


distinct lack of knowledge of engine building 
and preparation, Although such knowledge 


is not necessarily a prerequisite for good driv 


ing, it should be a prerequisite for a great 
deal of the “talk” that goes on—the repeti 
tion of rumours and falsehoods which do not 
apply and which are in any event illogical. 1 
have built and experimented with engines for 
the past eight years and I think 1 can be 
egotistical enough to say that there isn't an 
engine tweak around that I haven't heard or 
thought of. I have had legal engines and I have 
had illegal engines—and like Tiff, T attented 
the FF Festival at Snetterton. 

‘My legal engine and Sid Fox's and Donald 
MacLeod's seemed to have equal power wich 
that of Derek Lawrence. Tiif's engine must 
have been down on horsepower compared to 
all of us equally—that's compared with a 
Titan motor, two Lloyds and another Scholar 
—but if that was the case, how did he manage 
to beat Derek in the heat? In comparing 
notes with three reputable engine builders, the 
concensus of opinion agreed with Ian's state 
ment that the “blatant illegalities” found in 
Derek's engine could not have given him any 

je advantage. I know of several other 

‘engine. builders who use slightly 
different means to achieve the same end— 
that of equalising inaccuracies in production 
components up to the legal limits of dimen: 
sions. T also know that the engine builder wh: 
has been. screaming the loudest when his 
Own engines were not producing —" equal " 
horsepower had at one time built. an illegal 
‘engine for me—and I have more than a sus- 
piclon that my engine was not unique 

Looking back over the whole year, it is 
curious that Donald MacLeod started’ going 
slower, finishing in unaccustomed fourth and 
fifth places (despite constant attention and 
almost constant engine changes), aft 
Scholars had sald they planned. to’ protest 
Derek's new Titan motor. Could it have been 
that Donald didn't have the same horsepower 
he had started the year with? 

But name calling is odious and in an: 
event unproductive, The regulations for FF 
‘need considerable review and a great deal of 
Fegular and. consistent enforcement. Does 
anyone realise that under the letter (but not 
the spirit, though) of the current rules, it is 
legal to “have fuel injection in FF? Yet 
qualising manufacturing errors, which would 
Seem to be within the spirit of the rules, is 
considered illegal. None of the engines that 
T have seen in the past two years have followed 
both the letter and the spirit of the regula 
tions ‘one or the other, perhaps . 
neither 

Thope that tan Titchmarsh will continde to 
find out what's happening in FF and write 

It is depressing to 


‘about it as well as he di 
think how often some reporters write as if 
they had been in the bar during the race 


Herts, 


...and against 

Being a member of the “silent majority" 1 
Pavitover: the past couple: of youre, fold my 
fongue after reading articles by some of your 
teditors and.“ representatives.” { now feel that 
[omust, ‘comment on. statements in tan 
‘Titchmarsh's Club Racing Review In_this 
article Mr Titchmarsh comments on Formula 
Ford ‘with a total disregard to the laws and 
Spirit of the regulations of the Formula. In 
the first mention of Formula Ford he states 
iNehere aspiring young men are spending every 
penny they have on thelr cars. they deserve 
Consideration above all else." However, in the 
main article on Formula Ford Mr ‘Titchmarsh 
makes a shambles of the clear cut rules 
governing this very Important class of motor 
Facing. for example, he states. that.” Law- 
Fence’ claimed ignorance of the modifications, 
‘which probably added very title, It any. power 
To hls engine anyway, and he would. almost 
certainly “achieve the same results without 
them" T didnot realise Mr Titchmarsh was 
Such an authority on engines, but then azain 


‘Fours Bicher 


30 


ee ee EEn—n—~—~-~—— 


I didn’t realise that modification of an engine 
in the way Titan did wouldn't increase the 
horsepower rating 

In Mr Titchmarsh's “ review" on Formula 
SuperVee he states that “ SuperVee has surely 
now shown that it will never catch on in 
this country " Some people are never 
aware of what goes on around them and 
never will be. Every year since its inception 
Formula Super Vee has grown in greai num- 
bers and might overtake an Important, Inter 
national formula 

My argument is not that Mr Titchmarsh 
is misinformed of the facts and should do 
his homework, bat Mr Titchmarsh holds an 
important position in AUTOSPORT and since the 
magazine is supposed to be a weekly news 
magazine his own opinions should not be 
expressed in a" Review of Club Racing. 
but in editorial (such as Purely Personal) ; cer- 
tainly not in an article which is just supposed 
to give news and not opinions. 
Nonwict, Nowrouk. MICHAEL Pe 


...and prodsports ? 


Avrosrorr’s Club Racing review prompts me 
to ask where does Mr Titchmarsh get his 
divine. inepiration? How many  prodsports 
Faces did he watch? How many results did 
he read? Certainly his adviser missed one or 


The winner always came from the £3000 
class. Not true. This class provided the only 


Spectacle, Rubbish, Shaun Jackson should have 
won the championship, Mr Titchmarsh decides 
Who is to win championships t 

‘Oh yes, Renault 5s, how many races has 
he seen? I didn’t know there had been an: 
How much for your crystal ball Mr. Tite 
marsh? 


Bimstincnass Doc Grurrimns, 


Plastic for 1975 


The now regulation amendment AA 2(e) on 
page Is4 of the Blue Book has caused much 
Concern to competitors preparing thelr cars 
for this season. It requires quarter-inch plas 
tie to be used for windscreens and windo 
in cars other than single-seaters 


The British Racing Drivers’ Association 
mmediately this up with the RAC on 
the grounds not only was it virtually 
Impossible £0 obtain the plastic of the re- 


quied thickness, but it was most_gnlikely 
that there would be any available due to a 
world shortage. The fact that the season is 
only a short sime away added to the problems 
of drivers praparing their cars. 

The RAC with commendable speed acted 
in our letter and even tried to purchase some 
quarter-inch plastic, and was cold that there 
Was a three months delay on delivery. 

‘We have now heard from Belgrave Square 
confirming that this new regulation will not 
‘ome into force until JANUARY, 1975, BRDA 
members and other competitors’ will be glad 


fo hear this and will perhaps pass on the 
facts to those who mispuidedly do mor read 
this journalt 

Loxoon, WI AxtHony SAtMon 


(Secretary, British Racing Drivers* 


‘Association). 


500 Assoc. says yes 


What a splendid suggestion from Max le 
Grand to bring back 500s to Brands Hatch 
this year, I fecl certain that the members 


of the Five Hundred Owners’ Association 
Would be only too happy to turn out with 
their cars but T have a sneaking suspicion 
that there woudn't be much room for Messr 
Moss, Wicken, Cooper, etc. 1 think that the 
enthusiasts who spend hours and hours restor- 
ing these historical “little cars would want 
to have a go themselves—and quite rightly 
so too. After all we don’t have Fangio back in 
2 Maserati for the JCB Historic Champion. 
hip! 


Despite John Bolster’s determination to 
ignore the fact, all but one of the cars at 
Beaulieu were ient by members of the Five 
Hundred Owner's Association and there are 
another sixty odd on the Club Register, Quite 
enough to pat on a good show. Incidentally, 
they don't all lie still in. exhibitions and 
garages as anyone who follows the hillclimb 
Scene will tell you, With times like 37.44 s for 
Shelsiey and 5291 5 for Prescott there's 
plenty of action in the class amongst both 
fars and drivers! 
Letanton Buzzano. Coun Myces 
(Chairman, Five Hundred 
‘Owners’ Association.) 


Cheers! 


For goodness sake get rid of your reporter 
Jan Sadler! His article last week (the St 
Valentine's Day issue) was gloomy enough to 
make any teetotaller turn to. drink, 

First, it wasn't raining after closing time 
on thai Sunday 

‘Secondly, from his photograph (which alone 
is enough to put gloom into any proceedings) 
he looks as though he was around in 1873 so 
he should know how many candles wei 
burned. that year. 


Thirdly, from his photograph, his nasty 
abbreviation, pac, should mean "pint guzeling 
‘capabilities 


Lastly, who is he to talk about the “ weird 
oned at Crystal Palace. 

Please, please fire him so that we can all 
start reading more about cars (or even Robert 
Fearnall in Brazit, and less about gloom ! If 
you can't fire him, at least make him smile for 
his photograph, 

Tue Winpson Castie 

Kensixctos, Losbon,, WS. 

PS." Please do not print name and address 
he used to drink here 


Defeating competition 


1, too, was disappointed at both the letters 
from Gerry Marshall and Mick Hull. Both of 
these gentlemen run vehicles that defé 
whole “object of fair competition. M 
does as he likes on the circuits and Hill must 
Soon be arranging to buy m surplus Apollo 
engine. 

Tf they were both to enter in the same race 
instead of avoiding each other we might see 
someone else win for a change, probably one 
of the hardworking, poor, underestimated, 
club drivers who spend hours and hours pre: 
paring. his car and enjoys what he's doing 
Instead “of ‘picking holes. in so-called top 
Hixpitap, SURREY, 


A. J. Owen. 


Gerato Kemp, 


Jim Clark Memorial 
Trophy 


As this year's Silverstone Formula 1 race has 
ost its sponsors, how about calling it the 
“Jim Clark Memorial Trophy,” as the day. of 
the race, April 7, is sadly the same day 
Jimmy was killed ‘at Hockenheim in 1968. 1 
think that’s a better title than BRDC Inter- 
national Trophy. 

Wuittey, Coventry. 


Davin Wispom. 


Order reversed 


With reference to the report of the Yorkshire 
Sports Car Club's Captain's Trophy Trial 
which appeared in the February 14 issue of 
Avrosrort, under the heading “Number Ad- 
vantage” (claiming that the winner had 
capitalised on an early number), the corre- 
Spondent concerned, omitted to mention that 
order of running was reversed for the 
afternoon. Therefore, any advantage gained 
by the early numbers on two ensuing runs, 
was more than gullified by competing at the 
Sticky tail end for three laps on a rapidly 
deteriorating course. 
SHEFFIFLD, 


Many NEEDHAM, 
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Stuart Graham's Camaro has trouble from a fast Moskvich ! 


Saloon car prospects 


ROBERT FEARNALL looks at the problems that have 
afflicted the European Touring Car Championship and sets 
the scene for the new British G1 series 


At this time last year, the outlook in s: 
E 


saloons encl 


joon car racing was towards i 
rope a Silhouette Formula was being proposed to encourage vastly expensive, complicated 
ied In a virtually unaltered bodyshell. Such a formula could not now come into 


most extreme form. In 


force until 1976, by which time the manufacturers for which it Is Intended may have been 
foreed to withdraw owing to the current economic era. It was thought the Silhouette rules 


would come in at an earlier stage and that the Bi 
jappened In the pai 


suit of even lead the way. But what has 
Although last year’s European Group 2 Cham. 
plonship was as good as was hoped, the 
‘economic recessions towards the end 


‘general 
‘Of 1973 caused severe setbacks to the lead 
ing contenders, Ford and BMW. If one of 
them dropped out, the 1974 European G2 


Championship would lose much of its appeal, 
showing what disadvantages are involved in 
such an expensive class of racing with too few 
manufacturers involved. 

‘What's the outlook now ? Well, both Ford 
and BMW will be campaigning ‘this year's 
European series on a reduced scale and in 
1975, the G2 and European GT Championships 
will be merged at the request of the organisers 
and manufacturers involved. The main reason 
for this is that 1975 is the last year of the 
current Appendix J regulations and_ hence, 
teams are unlikely to invest in a large 1975 
season when the cars will become unacceptable 
in 1976, The new Appendix J regulations will 
be announced in April of this year, but it 
Seems the new Group 2° regulations will place 
more stringent limitations on. the number of 
modifications permitted and that the current 
BMW/Ford Group 2 prototypes will be catered 
for in the revised World Championship for 
Makes, So, in Europe Group 2 stays to the 
end of 1975, after which the European Tour: 
ing Car Championship will still be run for 
Group 2, but more akin to our new Group 1 
class of ‘saloon racing under the new Appen- 
dix J regulations. 

‘The situation in Britain has been dealt with 
in countless news stories over the past year. 
Production saloon car racing was proving very 
successful in its second season in 1974 and 
the circuit owners/promoters soon made up 
thelr minds that this kind of racing ought to 
replace Group 2 as the premier British saloon 
championship in 1974, They had, in. fact, 
decided from quite an early stage in the cham: 
pionship, and some promoters were quite re- 
luctant to hold some of the later rounds in 
the British G2 series. 

To be fair, however, the season was dis 
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itish Touring Car Championship would follow 
Year to alter the outlook so much? 

appointing. The overall sponsorship and ex. 
citing prospects from the British International 
Saloon Car Drivers" Association failed to live 
Up to expectation, and that seemed to have 
2 dampening effect from the first round. 
Reward money, as a result, was poor, and 
exciting new competitive cars which the pro: 
moters wanted could not be expected to be 
Introduced when the promoters couldn't in- 
crease the prize money 

It certainly wasn't fair to attribute the blame 
for the death of Group 2 to Frank Gardner's 
SCA Freight Camaro. In fact, the opposite was 
true. If all the cars were as well prepared 
as the 7-litre Camaro, the series could have 
been made considerably brighter. The specta 
tors loved the sight of Gardner in the thunder 


ing Camaro, usually being chased by Brian 
Muir's BMW with its wonderful singing high: 
pitched shrill. The terrible accident at Silver: 


Stone before the British GP was another factor 
against the Group 2 season, the accident 
wrecking Dave Matthews’ ingenious Broad. 
speed Capri and Dave Brodie's Escort beyond 
recognition and eliminating both these leading 
contenders for the rest of the season ; sadly 
Matthews suffered eye problems which forced 
him into retirement from the sport he so 
enjoyed. 

But by the time this accident had occurred, 
the promoters/circuit owners had decided they 
wanted Group 1 for 1974. All was agreed by 
the RAC and plans went ahead to adopt the 
Appendix J Group 1 regulations, which were 
far removed from those used for club pro- 
duction saloon car racing. Some people argued 
for the abolition of the American cars to pre 
vent the chance of another Gardner domina. 
tion. We at Aurosron opposed such a venture. 
the powers that mattered took notice and 
now ‘look at the entry list for the opening 
RAC Group 1 round this year—no less than 
ten Camaros and one Plymouth Cuda! 

The RAC attempted to be as democratic as 
possible in forming the new regulations fo 
the British Championship, which created in: 


numerable delays, and eventually it took the 
circuit owners/promoters to give the RAC a 
deadline in issuing them, before It became too 
late. Still, the lateness of the regulations 
doesn't seém to have had severe repercussions, 
Judging by the number of entries for the frst 

To the average spectator, there will be 
ttle difference from last year's British Touring 
Car Championship to this year's, except for 
the fact that there will be more cars — par. 
ticularly competitive ones, But the ideology 
that this championship is for cars that can be 
driven to the circuits or are direct. compari: 
sons with everyday road cars, is as far re- 
moved as it was in Group 2. To give an ex 
ample, Andy Rouse has been lapping the Sil- 
Versione Grand Prix circuit with the new 
Broadspeed Dolomite faster than the produc- 
tion saloon lap record for Chevrolet Camaros | 

Safety is of prime importance in the RAC's 
Group 1 regulations and in this matter, the 
RAC are certainly leading the way ‘with 
requirements which hopefully will be followed 
by the FIA. For every championship round, 
drivers must_wear FIA/RAC approved fire 
resistant racing overalls, driving gloves and 
socks, and an FIA/RAC aproved’four-strap 
safety harness. The RAC's new safety require 
ments are not only restricted to the driver 
—roll cages, drivers’ seat construction and 
mountings, fuel tank safety, fire proofing of 
front and’ rear bulkheads, fire extinguishing 
system and battery protection are all better 
clarified in the RAC regulations than by the 
FIA Appendix 3 requirements, 

Engine modifications, such as the machining 
of parts, are permitted within certain. toler 
ances and other significant modifications 
allowed include the use of a limited slip dif. 
ferential, and racing tyres, while changes to 
the suspension, springs, dampers and. shock 
absorbers are permitted so long as the original 
mounting and supports are unaffected. 

Unlike the past two seasons of production 
saloon car racing, price divisions are by 
capacity rather than price—up to 1600.cc, 
1601 to 2500¢c, 2501 to 4000cc, and aver 
4000 ce — although the club production saloon 
car formula retains its price divisions, albeit 
slightly uprated from last season — up to £999, 
£1,000 to £1,249, €1,250 to £1,599, and over 
£1,600, It would be unlikely for a car in the 
club production saloon car formula to be 
competitive in the RAC’s Group 1 champion. 
ship, for modifications are very limited in the 
club’ formula— the regulations state, "Cars 
will run to the specifications as marketed in 
the United Kingdom. No optional equipment 
affecting performance will be permitted if the 
fitting of such equipment alters the manufac 
turers' lowest listed retail price for the model 
concerned.” Racing tyres are banned in pro: 
duction saloon racing, those permitted being 


a 


Histed in the 1974 RAC tyre regulations 
printed In the Blue Book, and cars eligible are 
those homologated by the FIA in Group 1 
and listed in the Autocar Buyers Guide as 
being available for retail purchase in the 
United Kingdom 

Castrol, who have supported saloon car 
racing for many years, have taken over the 
Sponsorship of the major Group 1 champion 
ship under the title of the Castro! Anniversary 
Touring Car Championship, marking their 75th 
birthday, All the 13 rounds in this series are at 
international meetings, starting with Mallory 
Park on March 10, and at all but the long cir 
cults the races will be split into two—up to 
and over 2500 cc—as close to SOkm race 
length as possible; if all the classes are run 
concurrently, race’ distance will be between 
#0 and 120 kms. A sensible innovation will be 
identification colours, the roof panels ‘of all 
competing cars having to carry @ red, blue, 
Breen or white stripe on thelr roof t show 
Which class they are in. The points-scoring 
System of 9-6-4.9-2-1 in each class is re 
duced if there are less than six starters in 
any class and there's a Manufacturers’ Cham: 
Dionship in addition to the one for drivers 

‘But what are going to be the likely winners? 
Cars eligible for Group I are four-seater tour- 
Ing cars homologated by the FIA, which means 
5000 identical models must have been pro- 
duced. Starting with the over 4000 cc class 
many people have been surprised by the large 
turn-out of American machinery and with the 
models that are homologated being quite 
limited, it's not surprising most competitors 
have plumped for the old-faithful- Camar: 
(perhaps the biggest disappointment is that 
the TransAm Pontiac Firebird has not been 
homologated as had been hoped). That is 
except for Gordon Spice who again will be 
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running under the banner of Wisharts Garage, 
but this thm ‘2 7-litre Plymouth Cuda. 
In addition to. former international mot 
cyclist Stuart Graham and Richard Lloyd, who 
Fan Camaros In production saloon car racing 
last. year, known newcomers to. the GM 
product are Vince Woodman (who trie 
Sbtain. an’ Australian Ford. Faleon—which 
apparently is virtually unbeatable in stan: 
dard form—before hitting delivery troubles). 
Gerry Marshall (with the ex-Martin Thomas 
car), former mod sports Elan driver Jo 
Fletcher and Les Nash; there will be others 
including Les Leston if he hasn't sold his 
car, and for Malcolm Wayne whose Camaro 
is being prepared by Stuart Graham. 

The American cars may have some strong 
opposition from Tony Lanfranchi's 3-litre BMW 
Csi— favourite to win the 2501 to 4000cc 
Class and. possible outright winner of the 
championship, if six starters can be found for 
this class in’ every round. Lanfranchi's car, 
run by London BMW dealer Van der Steen, 
will use a Denny Rowland-prepared engine 
Feputed to be giving quite phenomenal horse- 
power which, combined with the car's hand. 
Ting characteristics and Lanfranchi's 
should make it a possible winner. T 
Ford Capris swell the entry in this class, 
although the use of a limited slip diff will 
make it more competitive than last year, one 
Cannot see this model on paper being very 
competitive with the BMW, and it seems un- 
ikely that the Capri RS 3100 will be homol 
gated for some time. However, within the 
Scope of the regulations perhaps it has been 
possible to turn the basic Capri into a BMW 
Challenger and if anyone is capable of doing 
Such a job, then it must be Ralph Broad whe 
has prepared a car for Peter Hanson to 
contend the championship, while other Capri 


A wide variety of out championship pr 


Champion Frank Gardner with the SCA Camaro at 
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In saloon car races at Oulton Park (above) 
Jon (below left) 
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at 


Brands Hatch (below 


az 


right) last season. 


British Group 


pilots include last year's double production 
Saloon champion Ivan Dutton and Holman 
Blackburn. 

‘Very much a dark horse in this class could 
be an Opel Commodore which, at Spa last 
year, blew off all the other Gl cars very 
Zonvincingly. including the American models. 
Driver of 8 Commodore GS 2.8 in the Castrol 
Series will be Stuart’ McCrudden, previously 
famous for his successful Ford exploits. 

A car very likely to be homologated in 
April. for this class, is the Datsun 2602 
2 plus 2 which could certainly ruffle the 
feathers of the opposition, with its many homo- 
Jopated options from Group 3. Rumours sug. 
gest. such a model may well be under 
Preparation at’ Janspeed for Alec Poole 
Bithough Datsun (GB) are, like many others, 
feeling the pinch at the moment. 

‘The widest variety of makes comes in the 
1601 to 2500ce category, with British Ley. 
land, Ford, Alfa Romeo, Vauxhall and Mazda 
ail, being ‘represented with competitive en- 
tries. British Leyland’s official comment Is 
that although five competitive Triumph Dolo- 
mite Sprints appear on the entry list for the 
first Gi round, "none of them are official 
Gi entries,” said a spokesman although they 
will hardly be able not to notice the success 
Of thelr Triumph Dolomite Sprint if results 
from test sessions prove equally as convine- 
ing in actual races. It has been known for 
some time that Broadspeed were working on 
the Dolomite Sprint, and Broad will be enter 
ing two cars for Andy Rouse—who now runs 
the motor sport division of Broadspeed, and 
whose tremendous performances with  -litre 
Escort in last year's G2. series marked him 
‘as probably Britaln’s best saloon driver, in 

jaltion to being a very good test driver— 
and a back-up driver, yet to be announced. 
Kidon Automotive, ‘a. well-known British 
Leyland tuning establishment from the Mid- 
lands which has scored many successes in club 
racing over the past season—Geoff Till wo 
the STP production sports series outright with 
gn Aldon Automotive Midget—are entering 
the big-time saloon league with a Dolomite 
for John Handley, while two further examples 
of this model will be campaigned by Tom 
Walkinshaw (entered by Bill Shaw, who used 
to enter Ford Falcons and the famous 3}-litre 
Rovers for Roy Plerpoint) and Rob Mason (this 
one run by Jim Whitehouse, formerly of 
Equipe Arden). All five cars have been under- 
going test sessions at Silverstone 

‘What Is going to provide the Dolomite’s 


Works Ford and BMW cars appear virtually side-by-side in a tense 


biggest challenge? Possibly the Mazdas, 
which certainly promise to be the noisiest cars 
on the circuit if not the fastest. A pair of 
2.3 RX3s have been prepared by Mathwall 
Engineering for Barrie Williams and Wendy 
Markey, and in the rain of one test session at 
ilverstone, Williams was giving a Broadspeed 
Dolomite quite a hard time. 

Or perhaps it will be the Alfas. Stan Clark 
is again running a 2000 GTV (for an unnomi 
nated driver) after an encouraging 
season last year although the car was out of 

s depth in the class— will that be the case 
again this year, for the car is giving away 
500 cc in its class? Then there's the Vauxhall 
Firenzas which enjoyed much success in pro: 
duction saloon car racing before the Hillman 
Hunter GLS came along; East Anglian Vaux. 
hall dealer Tim Stock provided the Hunter's 
biggest worry and Stock will be heading the 
Firenza challenge this year, Denis Bissell has 
4 similar 2300 Firenza, which will be contested 
In the club championships by Brian Atthews 
Alan Foster of London Sports Car Centre will 
be running a Ford Escort RS2000 in this class 
which should be more competitive than the 
1601 ce Escort Mexico of Gordon Dawkins 
London Sports Car Centre incidentally, are 
also entering Gerry Marshall's Caman 

Can Bill McGovern do another giant-killing 
act? After giving Chrysler tremendous value 
with all his successes in G2 championships 
with the Bevan Imp, this season McGovern is 
Facing against Chrysler in the up to 1600 ce 
class, with a VW Passat prepared by George 
Bevan and with the blessing of VW (GB) Ltd 
It certainly will be quite a task for the 
McGovern-Bevan team to match the Chrysler 
Dealer Team Avenger GTs from the competi 
tions department of Ges Odell, with such an 


unknown quantity in’ competitions as the 
Passat. Much work has been carried out on 
the works Avengers and Des Odell seems 


quietly confident of taking away the champion. 
ship honours ; Bernard Unett again heads the 
team with Motor's editor Roger Bell driving 


One of the main contenders in the Castrol 


Cuda, 5 
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battle at Silverstone. 


back-up car. Unfortunately. lack of time pre 
vented them from preparing a 7-litre Cuda for 
the series, as had been planned. There are 
Avenger privateers too, the most notable be 
ing the Hartwell prepared car of 25-year-old 
Lincolnshire driver Simon Kirkby who. last 
year screwed up his Simca Rallye into the 
‘most amazing angles. Another unknown quan 


tity in this class is the Toyota Celica which 
will be driven by former Imp campaigner 
Melvyn Adams, but Alfa. will be. strongly 


represented in this class with a 1600 Junior 
GT driven and entered by Stan Clark. There 
fare Simeas too, particularly the Halestord 
Motors Rallye Ii of Jenny. Birrell 

Triplex and Britax are sponsoring club pro 
duction saloon car championships. but current 
trend reveals that the upgrading of the Cas: 
trol championship has left. the others rather 
in the doldrums. However, a quartet. of 
Camaros will be appearing for Nigel 
Stovin-Bradford, Tony Stubbs, Malcolm West 
(these three are being prepared by Stuart 
Graham and will be seen quite frequently. in 
the Castrol G1 series), and Brian Rice, while 
Barrie Williams switches from the Mazda to 
@ GN 2.3 Firenza for the club championships 
Capris, Alfetias, Dolomites, Mexicos, Escort 
Sports. Avengers (of which five different 
models have been homologated), Imps, Minis 

1d Simca Rallyes appear in the cheaper 
classes and, ourse, there's the Moskvich 
which will again be aitempting to scoop the 
economy class 

Under the control of Peier Jowitt, 
scrutineering will be more frequent in. an 
attempt to" prevent cheating and. the. un. 
pleasantness that goes with it. During the year 
@ number of cars in all championships will be 
Sealed at the circuits and subsequently ex 
amined. Should any irregularities be found, all 
points gained by the car up to that d 


eligibility 


ampered with, the car will 
not be examined but all points will be for 
felted and the car, entrant and driver will be 


series is likely to be Gordon Spice’s Plymouth 


um recently having its rolleage fitted. 


excluded from the championships for the re- 
mainder of the season 

Although the trend is towards production 
saloon car racing in Britain, the special saloon 
car regulations still provide for the way-out 
type of saloon with regulations permitting un. 
limited mechanical modifications so long as the 
general location of the engine and gearbox is 
unchanged. Wings, however, are banned, even 
When they are G2homologated, as in the case 
of BMW, but wheel rim widths are free. Some 
weird and wonderful devices are on the way 
for the national special saloon championships 
from Simoniz and Forward Trust, the most 
recently announced being John Turner's S-litre 
Skoda using a Leda F5000 chassis and an 
Alan Smith Chevrolet engine, However, trouble 
has struck the proposed Super Saloon series 
wing to the uncertainty over racing during 
the past few months and the understandable 
reluctance of sponsors in the current economic 
climate, the hoped-for backing of the early 
rounds has failed to materialise. As a result, 


the competitors either race in the early rounds 
for considerably less prize money than. the 
Proposed £1,000, or the series is put, back 
to a later stage in the year. The situation is 
as yet unresolved, but not without. the con. 
siderable assistance and support of the com. 
Pelitors who are determined to see the Super 


Saloon series get off the ground. The idea is 
certainly @ sound one, for there are some 
fabulous hybrid saloons in existence and. to 


have them gathered together on half a dozen 
occasions for good financial rewards is sure 
to produce exciting racing. 

Whereas in Britain motor sport has been 


given the go-ahead. and’ sal 
national and club level looks like having 
Very good season, the scene is far from rosy 
in Europe. The opening round at Dijon has 
been postponed ; the second round at Monza is 
in difficulty because of Italy's ban on Sunday 
driving; and the lucrative Paul Ricard round 
has been cancelled. The brightest. prospect. 1s 
the arrival of Adrian Chamber's SCA. Freight 


team in the European Championship, with a 
couple of 7-litre ZL Camaros for Frank 
Gardner and Brian Muir; the new cars are 
lighter and quicker than last year's model 


Ford have their latest Capris with 400 bhp 
from the new Cosworth V6 engine in race 
form, and judging by lap times established by 


Toine Hezemans. in recent testing. the Ford 
team is going to take quite some catching, 
uniike last year when BMW had. the uppet 


hand thanks to their mid-season wing homo. 
Jogations and larger engines. Ford of Ger. 
many’s saloon car operation will be extensively 
dealt with in next week's AvTosront. Mean. 
while, across at Munich, BMW. have been 
severely affected by the drop in sales of cars 
and their competitions programme has suf 
fered as a result ; at least one works tun 3.5. 


CSL. will be seen for Hans Stuck, Jacky 
Tckx or Derek Bell in, it is hoped, every round 
of ‘the championship although BMW, GmbH 


will be concerned with supporting privateers 
such as the 1974 ex-works CSLs of Rikki von 
Opel and Georg Loos. 

The situation over the European Champion. 
ship will only become known when the season 
gets under way, which now looks like being 
the Salzburg round on April 14, 

The conclusions drawn from the past few 
seasons are 1, the situation of having an 
exciting but vastly expensive Group 2 Cham: 
pionship in Europe for two manufacturers 
can have its disadvantages. It now seems it 
may have been more advisable to stifle the 
Fun-away technical progress made by Ford 
and BMW in an effort to encourage other 
manufacturers; and will the period Group 2 
is now facing affect the CSI's expected change 
of the 1976 World Championship of Makes 
to the equally expensive Silhouette Formula? 

2, Britain has taken the right step in adopt 
ing Group 1 as the premier saloon car formula 
is can be seen already with the introduction 
of many more manufacturers. But a close 
watch must be kept on the regulations, in 
enforcing and policing them and ensuring that 
they don't slip further away from the original 
concept of a championship for production 
saloon cars. The British safety rules are most 
welcome and it is hoped that this has started 
@ trend which will be adopted by the CSL 
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FOR ALL YOUR RACE AND RALLY SUSPENSION PARTS 


E. S. STOCK 
MOTORS LTD. 


Main Road 
087 386 556 

Nash of Cardiff Ltd. 
Sloper Road 


Cardift 


0222 387221 


DAVID MARSHALL LTD. 


Coptiock, Nr Ipswich, Sutfolk 


DTV— THE SPORTS-PARTS SPECIALISTS 


THOMPSONS OF HULL 
230-236 Anlaby Road 

Hull 

East Yorkshire 
0482 23681 


BENTLEY BROTHERS 
(SHEFFIELD) LTD. 
44 Savile Street. 
Sheffield, Yorks 
0742 29281 


60-70 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Belfast 


0232 32222 


1 Lower Farnham Road 


Aldershot 


E. J. Baker Motors Ltd. 


NEVILLE (E.M.V.) LTD. 


WALLACE ARNOLD 
SALES-SERVICE LTD. 
123 Hunslett Road 

Leeds 

0532 39911 
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‘Awtoperdena, 
Nottingham Road, 
Hampshire Mansfield, Notts 
| ozs2 24401 Mansfield 26101 
[ S.M.T. Sales-Service City Motors 
Dunkeld Road 
Perth 
0738 26241 


DRAKE AND FLETCHER LTD. 


THE BROADWAY, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT 
0622 55531 


(Oxford) Ltd 
Gloucester Street 
Oxford 


0865 48021 


CHESTER 
ENGINEERING CO. 
Bedford Works, 
Boughton, Chester 


o2aa 24611 


KONI 


the winning 
shock absorbers 


Koni successes are non-stop. In 
Formula 1 world championship 
races, in international rallies, in club 
and open events, it's Koni drivers 
who win the trophies and get the 
champagne. In fact Koni fitted cars 
won the world championship in 
1971, 1972, 1973 and 1974 looks like 
being another victorious year for the 
best and safest shock absorbers in 
the world. 
Get Koni grand prix roadholding 
power on your car. You would 
appreciate the cool, precise confi- 
dence Koni shock absorbers give to 
your driving. 
Koni are made for almost every car. 
Available through your garage, or 
write to sole concessionaires 
J. W. E. Banks & Sons Ltd (Dept 
LONDON K14). Crowland, Peterborough, 


SOUTHGATE AUTO ELECTRICAL LTD. oe ee meal 


BROOMFIELD LANE, ke ? 
PALMERS GREEN, 
LONDON N13 
Tel: 01-886 760 


NORFOLK 
JOHN BRUNDLE MOTORS LTD. 

FOURWAYS GARAGE, 

TOTTENHILL, 


KINGS LYNN, NORFOLK 
Tel: Watlington 306/406 


HUNTINGDON WARWICKSHIRE 
MOTIQUE OF CAMBRIDGE RED TRIANGLE AUTOSERVICES LTD. 


COMMON LANE TRADING ESTATE. 


91 HIGH STREET, oer 5 
HUNTINGDON Tor 0926 $7303, 
Tok: Huntingdon 56954 
Iso at 
@ BURLEIGH STREET, CARLISLE 

CAMBRIDGE 


Tel: Cambridge 63594 MESSRS. ROAD & TRACK 


YORKSHIRE BiAcermane STeee 1 z 


a Garhaie 27782 

GORDON PLUNKET LTD. 7 rere 4 
63 BON ea Te: CHESHIRE 
HE RE we) NF A See i, 


Also branches at = 
KEIGHLEY = Tel 62695 v 118 CLEVELAND STREET. ao 


BARNSLEY : Tel: 89171 BIRKENHEAD. CHESHIRE 
NORTHALLERTON : Tol: 4383, Tel: 051 647 6741 


/ . 
Made in Holland 
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SHOCK ABSORBERS = Aer he” uprated levers 


As specialists in supplying the right equipment for road, race and rally use we can offer fast 
delivery from our huge stocks. 


Call in or make use of our mail order service. Send for our catalogue for competitive prices. 


MAIL ORDER HOT LINE 


Tel : Tattenhall (0829) 70055 
Demon Tweeks, Gatesheath Smithy, Tattenhall, near Chester, Cheshire 


GPPOSITE LOCA 


For all your suspension requirements. Especially Armstrong 


1. Adjustable competition shock absorbers 
2. Uprated competition ‘wedged’ struts 


Also stockists of Koni shock absorbers. Anti-tramp bars, Anti-roll bars and 
uprated front springs. 


We are able to fulfil most other tuning requirements. 


Call: — 310 Grove Green Road, Leytonstone, London, E11 or 01-556 7700 


Going gets Tough! 


Spax have developed a shock 
absorber which can be adjusted 
to any of 15 positions. 
= 


So simple to adjust a screwdriver or you need and it's not necessary to remove 


Spax units are fully quarante supplied for most British American and 
Continental vehicles There 1s a special Suspension Control Unit tor vehicles towing 
heavy loads - it's called Even-Keel 

Always specify the one that's got ‘built-in’ quality instant adjustability’ and a 
proven record of durability and lasting performance — Spax 

Send the coupon for our new Catalogue 
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Tune in 


Handle suspension and 


shock absorbers with care 


‘There's a little clause that many tuners put 
in their “ manifesto” whenever talking about 
increasing the performance of a car, and that 
is that both the braking and supension must 
also come under review. This is obviously 
very sensible, for there's absolutely no point 
in making the car capable of rushing into @ 
corner at 80 mph when it's only capable 
of going round said corner at 6. mph. For 
this reason, tuners feel a moral obligation to 
make that car capable of going round corners 
at the speeds that they have tuned it to go. 

Having said that the car must be capable 
of going around the corner, one must always 
appreciate various other factors, What sort 
of load does one carry in one's car? Do you 
have a wife and kids and go on holidays 
Toaded to gunwhales ? If #0, it's going to be 
fairly uncomfortable if the car is lowered 
with stiffened suspension. Do you have 
elderly relations who may cut you out of 
their will if they have to suffer the indignity 
of being rattled around in the back of your 
speedy (and bumpy?) vehicle. Perhaps equally 
important is whether you do most of your 
leisure driving on motorways or country 
roads; ‘whether you drive abroad and 
encounter rough roads in rural France ; and 
Perhaps most important of all, whether you 
can sell your car with all the equipment 
fitted as an asset, or whether all your bolt-on 
goodies actually make the car harder to sell 
nd less valuable, 

In days gone by, there were some fairly 
underhand “ways of procuring the right 
handling capabilities on one's road car, 
However, those handling capabilities were 
fairly dubious, and the methods Involved 
made the cara highly undesirable lump of 
machinery for anyone else but the owner who 
Knew what he had done, and had adapted to 


There just wasn’t one good way 
to do things; there were hundreds of rather 
evil ways and no one really came out of It 
with any glory, except possibly the vendors 


technique. 


of the cheap equipment available. The story 
now is different. As I have pointed out, 
every tuner wants to see his car out on the 
road behaving as it should, and these days 
there are many parts available, and a number 
of systems drawn up to help the motorist 
get the best out of his car around corners 
well as in straight Lines. 

‘Janspeed are well known for doing all 
manner of things to all manner of -cars, 
although Jan Odor himself started on mainly 
BMC work when he first came to this 
country. A car that sticks out in his mind 
is the Mk 3 Cortina, which he says on the 
earlier models was spongy to the point of 
being dangerous. On this car he uprated the 
Springs, ftted stiffer shock absorbers and 
mounting rubbers which cured much of the 
sponginess, but the only problem then was 
that he found there was more road noise. 
Another recent exercise undertaken was with 
the Allegro. Once again the idea was to 
stiffen up the suspension to make the hand: 
ling more positive, but once the handling 
was done, the car’ seemed too stiff for his 
Uking, although various people who tried it 
found it to their liking. On normal surfaces. 
says Odor, the car was very good, and on 
rough roads it still came back onto course 
after bumps, ete. 

Flats have also come under the Janspeed 
scrutiny, and Jan Odor says the main prob- 
lem is the front wheel drive system on the 
smaller models which promotes understeer. 
‘This be cures with different and stiffer shocker 
and roll bars, but he leaves the springs as 
he feels that these are quite good enough on 
the range. With Datsun front wheel drive 
cars, the problem is virtually the opposite 


The handling is very harsh. and it's more 
necessary to. reduce the spring rate which 
‘cuts out the bumping and hopping over small 
bumps, On the actual handling side, the roll 
bars. are stiffened, which limits the degree 
of roll. 

Roll bars and uprated springs are not diff 
cult’ to choose from, but on the shock 
absorber side, what does Jan Odor feel he 
wants? “The compression should be quite 
heavy with a controllable rebound setting. 
says Odor. Janspeed, accordingly, are agents 
for both Konis and Armstrong, of which he 
finds the former better, with better service, 
although he finds Konis not so easily adjust 
able. However, they do fit a wider range of 
foreign cars than the Armstrongs. 

Messrs, Blydenstein and Coburn of Dealer 
Team Vauxhall fame turned thelr hand to 
literary matters back in 1968, writing about 
the various tuning techniques available for 
the Vauxhall range, and their latest edition 
was published very recently, entitled “Tuning 
Vivas and Firenzas.” As an introduction to 
chassis tuning (Chapter 7), they say: "The 
Suspension and other mechanical components 
on the chassis of any production car are very 
much a compromise so there is a great deal 
of latitude for the Individual owner to modify. 
his HB or HC Viva to suit his own requir 


ments.” They go on to suggest that for road 
Use, an understeering car’ is safer, being 
‘equally more stable in a straight line. How- 


ever, for the keen and advanced driver, a 
trace of oversteer will see him round a corner 
quicker and tidier. For this reason, DTV 
Provide a negative camber kit which is 
recommended for all applications on the road, 
in rallying or on the race track. The kit 
Basically ‘consists of slightly shortened Ven: 

‘wishbones which change the camber angle 


Richard Longman and Co manufacture a considerable number of 
Beiow (s a range including a 10 in disc brake conversion for Mints, 


parts 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


to 11 degrees negative, although the later 
model HB and HC Vivas have a small amount 
of negative camber already built in 

On the spring side, Messrs. Coburn and 
Blydenstein see little point in changing the 
standard coll springs for road use as. they 
are already a compromise in ride quality and 
handling. They discourage changing springs 
from one model to another, and also lowering. 
the suspension for road use. In fact, for 
rally use in particular, they recommend a 
Sportpart spring set which has the effect of 
raising the front suspension by about one 
inch. On the HC models, and the Firenza 
in particular, it counteracts roll oversteer at 
speed. On the roll bar side, some of the 
Vauxhall models weren't fitted with any as 
standard at all, and while there are anti-roll 
bar kits available, simply fitting them with: 
‘out other alterations could well cause exc 
Sive oversteer on the HB pushrod models, 

The rear axle on all HB and HC Vauxhall 
models is located by four rubber bushed links 
and in the interests of comfort and silence, the 


rubber is fairly soft, which tends to. allow 


the rear axle some ‘movement, This is 
obviously undesirable for the fast and det 
mined driver, and so the Sportpart range 
Includes some stiffer bushes, which, whilst 
keeping the rear axle well’ in train, also 
transmits rather more road noise, so you pays 
your money and you takes your choice, 
Dampers too. come under consideration, 
obviously giving a firmer ride and. improved 
cornering capability. In the early days, DTV 
Were much attracted to Spax dampers, but 
they have now changed to Konis, and latterly, 
on rally cars, etc, the German gas-filled 
Bilstein damper. The latter are quite soft, 
but their attraction is thelr rapid rate of 
recovery after a bump and freedom from fade 
as they heat up. However, they're not adjust 
able, but can be selected for their use. 


Perhaps one of the most exciting tuned 


cars to have reached the hands of the 
Journalistic testers has been the trio of 
Datsuns turned out by the Samuri Motor 


Company in Warwickshire, under the guidance 


pension as well as engine 
‘adjustable shock 


absorbers for the same cars, and rose-jointed lower arms and tie rod ends ak used on the 


‘competition cars. 
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‘Above is the Tite-a-Turn 
unde 
prinetpat 


‘shock absorber companies" products. 


Competition Armstrongs which are doubly adjustable. 


of Spike Anderson. From the smallest to the 
fastest, Anderson has modified both engine 
‘and. suspension, the latter work being done 
by Carl" Tivvy" Shenton in Pershore. In 
most cases, Spike simply took out the Datsuns 
Which he considered modifying and looked for 
the things he didn't like, On the smaller 
Datsuns (which became the Samuri and the 
Shoo Samuri), he found them rather “tip. 
toey,"' and accordingly lowered the ride height 
Furthermore he found a certain amount of 
Understeer which disappeared when lowered, 
and he had altered the coil sprung front 
ends and leaf sprung rear ends and uprated 
them, ‘The Samuri, based on the Datsun 1200 
Coupé was lowered by as much as 2) inches 
while he also replaced the Japanese shock 
absorbers with Spax adjustables. The little front 
Wheel drive Shoo Samuri Is a different kettle 
Of fish and is particularly better at the rear, 
While the front end has been uprated and it 
Can be made to oversteer when wanted. 

‘The Datsun 240 Z, renamed the Super 
Samuri, has considerably more detailed work 
with considerable negative camber and an air 
dam contributing to the handling. ‘The Super 
Samuri understeered at the front consider. 
ably in the dry and Spike felt that it was 
Considerably over anti-rolibarred at the front 
so during this winter he has completely dis. 
Connected the bar and has found Is consider: 
ably ‘more responsive. On the 2602, Spike 

ready has ideas such as thinning out the 
roll bar, and on the 240 Z, he feels that 
the shockers have a pretty limited life span 
and will redamp with Konis 

Never talk to Ralph Broad about suspen. 
jon. It becomes more and more interesting. 
more and more confusing (not for him, for 
you) and more and more expensive for you 
&s the telephone bill rises as you become 
more and more interested. Anyone who has 
driven a Bullitt of any type, or one of his 
Granadas will know that he seems to take 
Suspension one or two degrees (not camber 
interest) further than anyone else, There 
seems to be a different consciousness at work. 
Ie seems to take in more, take more into 
account, but don't be fooled by the attitude 
that suspension tuning is no more than “A 
bloody good compromise.” That's more com- 
plicated than it sounds, 

First of all, says Broad, you've got to decide 


which tyre ‘you. want to use. For Ralph 
in particular, it's the Avon Super Sport 
tyre that he's currently using on his 


exquisite Granada conversion. After all, he 
Says, that's the part that touches the road, 
and that's the part that must be made to 
handle. “Once you've got your tyre, you 
design around it.” Broad qualifies this by 
mentioning his current development with the 
Triumph Dolomite Sprint, currently under 
‘development with British Leyland for the Gl 
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system developed by SAH for 
The abbreviated driveshafts are on the left, standard on the right. Below 


Triumph models preventing tuck 
two of the 
right the 


Left Is the Koni 


a 


I 
ff 


Load-A-Juster. 


Yel 


' 
\ # 


RAC championship. He found that the Sprint 
was twitchy in damp conditions and once he 
hind found the right tyre with Dunlop’s help, 
the problem was solved. 

But back to basics 


When you begin to 


corner fast, you experience roll. “There's 
nothing wrong with roll,” says Broad, “1 
don't like a car that's too stiff,” and he 


mentions that to get the suspension right 
one has to keep the roll centre constant 
However, before all that, he believes that one 
must set the car up to handle in the wet, 
fand once it handles in the wet, it will handle 
in the dry, and that’s the end of it. That's 
Practice ; what's the theory ? 


“That's all very well, but there's about 


200 vai 
puter can't work it out,” says Broad. " You 
must visualise what the suspension has to 
do, all the characteristics, all the movement.” 
‘There are so many rules in the Broad Book 
of Suspension that it's difficult to give 
priorities to any of them. Perhaps a funny 
Sne (to begin with) is that che rear wheels 
fust follow the front ones. He is especially 
critical of BMWs on this point mentioning 
that they are as much as one degree out on 
thelr production models. For himself, he likes 
a soft car, but firmly damped, once again 
being especially Interested in Konis. However, 
he's, not especially attracted to uprated 
Springs, preferring to make the car handle 
through kts geometry than spending money 
bn the equipment that is supplied. And the 
dea behind that is to match the body roll 
fand the wheel camber as much as possible, 
king into account the inside wheel camber 
and keeping i as close to the body roll 
Camber as much as possible. On the damper 
Side, he is especially attracted on the Granada 
fo Konis and bears in mind altering pick-up 
points «0 procure the right degree of “steer- 
age.” and the adjustment of pick-up points. 
Bur the interesting point 1s that Broad feels 
there's no. loss <0 comfort. Handling without 
loss of comfort, can i be possible? Ralph 
Broad takes the suspension system far enough 
to deem that it is, Could that be the basis 
of his concem on suspension that he is so 
excited about? There's no basis for doubting. 
‘The only variable in a suspension system, 
apart from the anti-roll bar itself, and that 
depends on the manufacture of car, welght 
ce, Is the shock absorber, Armstrong, Spax, 
Koni, de Carbon, Bilstein etc, what is there 
to choose fram thom all? Let's kick off with 
Armstrong. They have a nine-model range, 
from Formula One shockers downwards, going 
through all the competition types, adjustable, 
lever type units, uprated telescopic units and 
adjustable telescopic struts. Armstrong seem 
fo cover the ‘whole spectrum, covering all 
the competitions and giving the basic motorist 
what he wants as wel 
‘We spoke to the man from Konis as these 
shockers seem fo come up in conversation 
with everyone and he said that they had over 
200 wholesale (let alone retail) outlets in 
Britain. They are fitted as standard to both 
Ferrari and Porsche, which could be why 
each model purchased will be recommended 
fo be fitted ‘at the lowest setting, for they 
believe their damping is correct from the be- 
ginning. In fact, while the shockers are 
Adjustable, they never recommend adjusting 
more than one £0 one-and-a-half turns at the 
maxinum because that will create sufficient 
firmness. More than this and one ¢ends to 
slide rather than tum, One benefit which 
Comes out of having sturdier shockers is that 
cross winds are not so violent, as the initial 
damping of a side wind does not set off the 
rocking motion chat is so alarming in a side 
wind. Consequently the return rebound valve 
in 'a Koni is of considerable importance. Koni 
particularly see their advantage as being in 


wbles in suspension and even a com- 


the cast iron nature of their products, for 


there are no pressings and in fact, their 
Gesign is virtually as it was when designed 
so many years ago. 

Spax are a company that design an adjust. 
able range of shockers and in the past few 
years have been seen regularly on BMC- 
produced products, in particular in racing and 
Pallyeross. ‘There are over 24 different types 
of model and within the range, over 500 
different unit specifications. Some’ are adjust 
Gbie and the models ft everything from a 
1955 Buick to a Ginetta GL1 

‘Of course, suspension doesn’t finish with 
everyone having €o fend for themselves and 
find their own bits and pieces. Vauxhall's 
range has already been mentioned, and bath 
BLMC and Ford Rallye Sport dealers would 
be equally interested in hearing from indivi- 
@uals who wanted to do something to ¢he 
wheel mountings of their individual cars. 
However, things don't stop there for the 
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Apart from our racing engine preparation and 
services we specialise in Mini setting up and 
suspension systems. 


WE CAN SUPPLY: 
= a 
Rose-jointed lower 


arms. Rose-jointed 
tie rod ends. Both 
fully adjustable. Coil 
spring conversion 
for rear trailing arms 
with adjustable 
shock absorbers. 
Koni shock absor- 
bers ete. 


Please telephone for prices, also technical information 
available on request. 

All these parts have been used and tested by Richard 
Longman, Johnathan Buncombe, Brian Chatfield, Len 
Bramer, etc. 


Telephone : CHRISTCHURCH (02015) 6569 


Be Prepared 


By Competition 
Specialists 


Work can be undertaken on engine 
and suspension modifications for road, 
race or Fally. 

Engine built to any specification. 

BMC a speciality. 


Enquiries to: 


RALLY EQUIPE (a2) 


90 CROSTONS ROAD, 
BURY, LANCS. 
Tel: 061-761 1178. 
Late nights Thursday and Friday. 


GUIDE TO CHRYSLER COMPETITION EXPERTS 


CANTERBURY MOTOR CO. LTD. 


THE PAVILION, CANTERBURY 
Tei: 0227 63232 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALER 
Austratian Valiant Distributor 


JAMES ROSS & SONS 
LOCHRIN, EDINBURGH 3 
Tel: 031-229 1555 
CHRYSLER MAIN DEALER 


We sell them. tune them 


HALESFIELD MOTORS 


(Telford) 
PRINCE STREET. HALESFIELD 
Tel : 0952’ 586991 


‘SIMCA MAIN DEALERS 


HENRY STREETER 


91-99 Elmers End Road, 
Beckenham, Kent 
Tol: 01-778 2261 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALERS 


A. S. BAIRD 
Humber House, Ormeau Avenue, 
Belfast BT2 8GZ 
Tel Batent 2813 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALERS 
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Steiner's Tungston Volvo concern 
Volvo works parts stiffer sprones and 


fer axle bushes 


hit includes de 
‘anti-roll bar and st 


manufacturers and Chrysler too suspension system kit. This comprises the de 


rt Parts system have heavy duty 
Bilsteins for. sale. 


these are natu: 


include adjust 
camber conversion 
ms, reinforced wish- 
it's not cheap. 

n Buzzard take 


With reinforced trailing 


‘SAH accessories of Leigh 


ed. The full house convers: 


have been reinforced and front lower A plates 

Will stop the wheel tucking under and caus- and thicker mounting bolts 

ing big aggravation. The syst 

Tite-a-Turn and 

Herald and Vitesse models. 
erent driveshafts, 


inthe realms of 
too, much a 


The system incor. 
‘abbreviated and 
haut and then continued 


is sacrificed for 
‘and the mumber of motoris 


been doing a good ti 


his system for had the handling when they needed 


iner’s Tungston Auto Devel- 
opments business in Finchley 


) be the one that has all th 


thinking behind , though whether 


Volvo competition range which Is sc 
Ing @ lively oar out of the slightly 


‘@ man gets 


ogether three 
the first belag the ordinary GT 


‘same manoeuvre without 


different kit into trouble has the right suspension 


ow, the handling of the Tungston Volvo benefited considerably from its tighter and stiffer 


AUTOSPORT, FEBRUARY 21 


Graviner’s retail outlet 


Graviner Ltd, the manufacturers of the widest 
Used racing and cally car fire protection and 
life support systems are providing a new 
facility for their many customers. They are 
ppening their own retail outlet through which 
their full range will be available ex-stock, and 
this will be situated, primarily, In their large 

sbile exhibition vehicle which was present 
at some of the main meetings last year. This 
will be parked at Graviner’s Colnbrook fac 
Tory and. is currently open during normal 
shop hours from Monday to Friday each 
Week, Fully qualified fire protection engineers 
will be on hand to offer any advice that may 
be required. 

The shop will eventually be sited in a new 
building due to be erected on the factory 
site shortly, and then she exhibition vehicle 
will again ‘make its round of the circuits 
Colin “Andrews, well ‘known 
circles, will be responsi 


ponsible for 
will be available for advice and assistance 


Iso concessionaires 


A newly formed company, IR (UK) Limited, 
hasbeen appointed sole concessionaire for 
the sale of Iso Rivolta cars in the UK. 


The new company, based at Alton, Hants, 
will concentrate initially on importing the 
high performance Iso. Lele. Costing £7950 
the Lele will be available In right-hand drive 
with automatic gearbox, ZF powe 
‘conditioning and tinted glass 
ndard features, A ‘five 
ZF manual geai ailable 
optional extra 
to the car's inher 
vicing costs should be ap chan 
those of competitive marques on the British 
market. First. deliveries of the Iso Lele 
Started at the end of January. IR (UK) 
Kerridge Group of compan 


reliability, ser 


Mini variant produced 


‘The Mini Jem lives! Production of this Mini 
based. car has passed into the hands of 
Malcolm. Fell at’ Thwaite Mill, Broadgate 
Millom, Cumberland, and he is continuing pro: 
@uction although he has made a number 
Of changes to Mk 11. The tubular back bone 
Chassis is no longer used; the rear quarter 
fights have been replaced’ by a fixed type: 
the interior is priced as a separate item now, 
and the specially designed radiator and swirl 
type header tank suitable up to 1300 ce 
‘also, shown as @ separate item. 
Further details may be obtained from Mr 
Fell at Broughton-in-Furness 204 


Crystal Ball! 


Energy problems and shortage of petrol are 
nothing ‘new, apparently. As long ago as 
Tai6, a Goodyear advertisement in Colliers 
Magazine warned: “I scientists tell us truly, 
the gasoline supply of America at the present 
rate of production and consumption, will be 
exhausted in 27 years more. But were every 
fne of the three million American cars 
equipped with Goodyear Cord tyres, this 
Supply would last seven years longer, or 34 

‘And it appears, the same is true today. 
Goodyear ‘engineers at their International 
‘Tyre Technical Centre in Luxembourg have 
proved in a series of tests that cars fitted 
with radial tyres, such as the Goodyear G800 
dr the G800 Supersteel, show an improve 
ment in petrol economy ‘of up to 5 per cent 
Compared with the same vehicles fitted with 
cross ply tyres 


a” 
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ers AVO SUSPEI 


=< y 4 


Above is a selection of AVO parts which can be obtain 


JOHN WILLMENT mee cham ask for Potor Watson 
urrey 

W. R. DAVIES (Motors) LTD. Wdempoot Te\iggae) 2301 
lon 


HENDY-LENNOX {a Tet o#2 1 2001 


Chandlers Ford 
Hants 


172 Anlaby Road Tel: 0482 25732 
SOooses br 
CORDINERS GARAGE LTD. Sten Gyoes To ae 295 


Aberdeen 
‘Scotland 


HARTFORD MOTORS (Oxford) boast Tek: 0865 49966 


Oxford 


THE TARGET MOTOR CO. “Trae Brides . (G89) 28984 
rawiey 
Sussex 


LAKELAND MOTOR CO. LTD. Industrial Estate (ose) "2338 
Westmorland 


ADVE! 


AUTOSPORT, FEBRUARY 21, 1974 


eS ee eee 


SION PARTS 


EZ Rallye Sport 


fom any of the Ford Rallye Sport dealers listed below 


ROGER CLARKE CARS LTD. Narborough 


Coventry Road Tel: 053 729 3212 


SERVICE GARAGE (Barnsley) LTD. Barnsley Tel: 0226 5741 
QUICKS FOR FORD wo cst Rd srry 
TC. HARRISON res Tel: (0742) 29091 


Branches at 
Derby, Rotherham, Newcastle 


TATE OF LEEDS 


New York Road Tel: 0532 443131 
Leeds 2 


LLOYDS OF STAFFORD 


23-29 Stone Road Tel: 0785 3438 
Stafford 


V.M.W. MOTORS 


253 Badminton Road Tel: 045 477 8271 
Coalpit Heath 


Bristol 


DAYS OF LOWESTOFT 


Whapload Road Tel: 0502 5353 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD. 


Whitegate Drive 
Blackpool 


Tel: 0253 63337 
ask for Peter Wilson 


EMENT 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


RAC —the savings 


In a letter to RAC Chairman Mr 
Andrew G. Polson, on February 
14, Mr John Peyton, Minister for 
Transport Industries, gave the 
Government's blessing to the re- 
starting of the sport but with 
economies in all events totalling 
30 per cent 

Said Mr Dean Delamont, the 
RAC's Director of Motor Sport 
“We are now analysing the fuel 
returns given to us by the organ- 
ising clubs to see how best the 
cuts can be made. 


“with immediate effect, all 
ents which do not require 
authorisation under the ‘Motor 


Vehicles Competitions and Trials 


Act, such as 12. car. rallies 
and. special stage events using 
roads as a re-start 


immediately. There will however 
be a time lag for authorised 
events, but we hope to issue our 
first authorisations in the begin: 
ning of May."” 

‘At. the moment the RAC’s 
Authorisation Department has 
the task of transferring its 
systems from the one inch to the 


new metric Ordnance Survey 
maps which are to cover most of 
England and Wales, these will 


not be available to 
Until early in March, 

‘All organising clubs and com- 
petition licence holders have ‘now 
been informed of the Government 
decision and the RAC have asked 
to be notified of any further sug- 
gestions for fuel economies. It 
Is expected that “most. of the 
further saving will result from a 
reduction of entries due to the 
economie crisis. ‘The 30 per cent 
cut means that motor sport is 


being asked to save 340,000 
gallons in 1974. 

Subject to the call for 
cconomy and respect of the 


50 mph spee 
and special 


Limit, 12 car rallies 
stage ‘events organ: 
ised 50 as not to need authorisa 
tion under the Motor Vehicles 
(Competitions and Trials) Regu 
lations can now go ahead as soon 
as permits are Issued 

For rallies which require 
authorisation the situation is 
more complicated, Apart. from 
the 50 mph speed timit, which 
means ‘that — following the 
example of events for vehicles 
with this speed. restriction—the 
average speed required should 
not be more than 25 mph, the 
Motor Sport Division's. Rally 
Authorisation Section is engaged 
on transferring its systems from 
the one inch to the metric Ord: 
nance Survey maps which will 
shortly apply to most of England 
and Wales. Physical limitations 
make it quite Impossible concur 


rently to handle applications 
based on one inch and metric 
maps. It is understood that the 
new. metric maps will not be 
available to organisers until early 
in March. Meanwhile, applica. 
tions for. authorisation will be 


February 25 only 
for events using the following 
one inch OS maps, as these will 
continue to remain in use for 
the time being: Nos 1.93 inclu. 
sive. Applications from  organ- 
isers who are affected by the 
new maps will be received as 
soon as these applications can 
be accompanied by tracings based 
on the new metric maps 


received from 


© After a packed out audience at 
Reed Rallye Sport in Torquay, 
Devon, last week the Ford “road 
show" forums continue with an 
appearance at Johnsons of Gains 
borough, Ford House, Trinity 
Street, Gainsborough, Lincs, 
tomorrow evening. The panei wili 
consist of Roger Clark, Jim Por- 


ter, Tony Mason and’ European 
Rallycross Champion, John 
Taylor. On March I the Rallye 


Sport Road Show calls at Roger 
Clark (Cars) Limited, Coventry 
Road, Narborough, Leicestershire. 
The panel will comprise Roger 
and Stan Clark backed up by 


Tony Mason and. FAVO. and 
Motorsport Director Stuart 
Turner, 


Star attraction for the follow- 
ing shows (March 4 at Crystal of 
Hull and March 5 at Nesham of 
Teeside) will be Hannu Mikkola 
On March 6 at Dartford in Kent 
Ken Tyrrell is expected to appear. 


@ Peter Watson, FAVO man 
for John Wiliment (Mitcham) 
Ltd, has recently featured in an 
advertising film shot at Bagshot 
by Kodak to launch a new range 
of film suitable for murky. in- 
forest photography. The Wiliment 
Escort Mexico will feature in full 
Page press advertising and pos- 
Sibly television commercials. 


“4 


Metric maps 
— early March 


Although no official announce 
ment has yet been made AUTO: 
sroxr understand that the new 
metric OS maps (on which all 
rally route applications must be 
made), will be available from 
about “March 

Because of enquiries from 
several clubs in the past week, 
we contacted the Ordnance Sur 
vey people in Southampton where 
a spokesman confirmed that the 
maps will be available “early in 
March." He was unable to give 
a definite date because “the 
launching of the new maps was 
subject to an embargo. 

It is worth pointing out, as a 
result of calls to several HMSO 
retail outlets, that because the 
new maps will be somewhat 
larger than the existing maps, 
these outlets are not putting in, 
initially, any sizeable orders for 
the unfolded maps. Rally organi- 
sers and individuals are therefore 


strongly recommended to place 
thelr orders for specific maps in 
the flat form as quickly as pos- 


sible for them to be available on 
the announcement date 


Haldi wins Costa Brava 


The Costa Brava Rally, a Euro. 
pean Drivers’ Championship 
round held last weekend in Spain, 
was won by Claude Haldi/Van Der 
Hoeven driving a Porsche Carrera 
Second was the locally ‘manufac: 
tured Seat 1430. of Pradera 
Komyn with the Datsun 1200 of 
Cortes and Mira third. Haldi 
won the event by a large margin 
though until the penultimate 
special stage had been battling 


with Pinto's Fiat Arbarth, with 
both drivers taking many fastest 
times. Pinto retired after 19 of 
the 20 stages with differential 
trouble. Portuguese Alpine driver, 
Fernandes, set quick times but re: 
tired early in the event. with a 
broken gearbox as did Pregliasco’s 
Lancia Fulvia HF. Zanini, quickest 
of the Seat drivers, retired also 
in the 19th stage when he left 
the road, 


Canadian Winter Rally — above 


*. Below 


second-place men Walter Boyce/Doug 
Woods (Toyota Corolla) attacks a crest on one of the 4 
national effort—Andrew 


weeovered 
‘Cowan (Scottish) 


with Beattie Crawford (Irish) and Dodge Colt (Japanese) on Canadian 


Rall 


‘© The Sports Car Club of America 
have announced a reduction in 
rally activities to effect a saving 
of energy. The number of 
national rallies will be reduced 
by 20 per cent or a maximum of 
five events in any one of the 
SCCA’s seven regions. The mini- 
mum mileage for a national rally 
has been reduced by 37.5 per cent 
—from 400 miles to 250 miles, 


in order that the event be run in 
one day instead of the two-day 
minimum, Similar reductions have 
also been made to Divisional and 
Regional rallies. The SCCA's Pro. 
Rally. series will be limited to 12 
events. Organisers have been 
asked to reduce mileage by at least 
‘one-third and to limit the num 
ber of service cars to only one 
per vehicle. 


Brian Culcheth gives rally driving 
at Trinidad. 


Trinidad Courtesy Car Club due 


demonstrations with a Morris Marina 


ulcheth has evaluated the route of a 500-mile rally for 


to be run in April, The Marina used 


was completely knocked down (locally built) 
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Special stage 


Castrol-“‘Autosport” news 


Castrol /Aurosrorr Championship 
information this week starts and 
continues with good news. The 
first event of the series will be 
the Bass Charrington Tour of 
Lines on April 27. This restricted 
event will definitely take place 
even though it is ahead of the 
May 1 rallying continuation as it 
is technically timed as a number 
of individual competitions. 

No events have been lost from 
the championship and the Mintex 
Dales, which should have been 
the opening round this weekend, 
will be re-run over May 18/19 
Where the organising club have 

‘space in the fixture list for a 
restricted rally. One other chat 
to the eves table was to have 
been moving the Tavern Wool- 
bridge Rally from its October 19 
date forward to May 25 so as not 
to conflict with deer hunting, but 
this has not been possible, The 
12th event is the Welsh Border 
Stages Rally, as announced 
recently in these columns, 

The list of registered competi: 
tors Is growing fast and some of 
the top names include Barry Lee, 
Tony Fowkes, Frank 


Pierson, 
Peter Clarke, Jack Tordoff, Ron 
George’ Hill, 

;, Pat Ryan, Richard 

‘John —Daker, Laurie 


Tony Drummond, Rich- 
ard Tliffe and Paul Faulkner, 


More Group 1 competitors are 
expected to enter (especially with 
a virtually equal prize fund) and 


Ian Wilson, David Hardcastle, Bob 
Bean, Peter Ripley, Rodney ‘Bad 
ham, Jean Denton and Charles 
Reynclds (of Ford). 

‘An additional feature of the 
rally series Is an award series 
from Evette, who manufacture a 
range of ladies" cosmetics. Their 
awards, cash and trophies, is for 
Iady competitors only (naturally 
enough) and. their. awards are 
‘equal to that for the men — both 
fair. and encouraging to lady 
drivers, Another additional bonus 
is the. "On Time” award 
scheme for co-drivers which will 
be decided by a panel of four 
drivers, one from each of England, 
Scotland, Ireland and Wales who 


will meet twice @ year and 

yminate  co-drivers who have 
done the most to assist their 
Grivers during the season, To- 


gether with John Davenport, John 
Foden and a Castrol represent 

tive the awards will come from a 
prize fund during the year at the 
panel's discretion. There is also a 
Bonus for competitors using. and 
winning, on Dunlop tyres and It 
i hoped to have similar awards 
from. both Avon and Kleber. 
Manufacturer support in the 
series comes from British Leyland, 
Vauxhall, Opel, Chrysler and 
Datsun who will all be giving 
vouchers to the value of £50 
of competition parts to the high 
est. placed driver in both the 


Overall Championship and the 
Group 1 clai 
A list of erviries secretaries for 


the Castrcl/Avtosrort Cham- 
plonship will be published soon. 


TAP Rally — 32 special stages 


Taking into consideration the cur. 
rent fuel restrictions, the 1974 
‘TAP Rally will have one starting 
point only, in Lisbon. It will con- 

it of a road leg and 32 special 
ages, covering a total of 1,057 
kms. The road section Is divided 
into two legs, (Lisbon /Ofir (973 
kms) and Ofir/Estoril (1084 kms). 
The departure from Lisbon is at 
21.30 hours on March 20 and 
competitors are due to arrive in 
Ofir at 19.30 hours on the 2ist, 
having completed 16 special 
stages (Peninha, Sintra, Abigada, 
Figuelro dos Vinhos, Lousa, Can: 
dosa, Arganil, Bucaco, Caramulo, 


Présiimo, Ladario, ‘Nespereira, 
Manhouce, Canelas, Marao, and 
Ermelo). 


‘The second leg starts from 
fir at 11,00 hours on March 22 
and another 16 special stages will 
be disputed (Orbacém, Portela, S. 
Lourenco, Ponte de Lima, Fafe, 


Cabreira, Senhora da’ Graca, 
Fridao, ‘Canelas., Freita, Monte 
Telégrafo, Ladirio,  Caramulo, 
Bugaco, ‘Arganil and Candosa). 
The raily fnishes at the Estoril 
Autodrome at 13.00 hours on Sat. 
urday, March 23, and is followed 
wm test, open to 
‘nal results will 
be posted at the Rally Office in 
Lisbon at 3 pm on March 24, and 
the usual prize giving takes place 
that same evening at 21.00 hours 
in Estoril 
Prize money for the winners 
totals 250,000 escudos (£4200); 
individual entry fee per car, in 
cluding insurance is £85, re 
fundable to UK competitors after 
serutineering. Regulations — and 
entry forms are available from 
the. Rally. Co-ordinator at 21 
Portland Place, London, WIN 
4HQ (01-637 4941). Closing date 
for entries, March 8, at 6 pm. 


UDT World Cup Rally final 
route and recce proceeding 


Forty entries have been received 
to date for the 1974 UDT World 


Cup. Rally. Chairman of the 
organising committee Wylton 
Dickson has said “'we have 


more entries at this stage than 
Wwe had three months before the 
last World Cup Rally in 1970. 
The route is now firm, we have 
had enquiries from all over the 
world, and are on target for 
2 full quota of starters: 

Amongst the first entries were 
Sobiesiaw Zasada and Eric Jack: 
som, both no strangers to mara. 
thon driving, entered with a 
Porsche and Escort Mexico res- 


Other entries include 
Keith Schellenberg who is once 
again entering his 1930 Bentley 
‘and Andrew Hedges who Is team- 
ing up with Canadian Chuck 
Rathgeb, a powerboat, aerobatic 
rally exponent. Innes ireland has 
aso entered with a Canadian, 
Alan Grant, and a number of 
‘Army crews are entered including 
Majcr Jchn Hemsley with a 3.5- 
litre VB-engined Morris Ma¢ina, 


pectively. 


‘The survey of the African sec- 
tion is now complete and Henry 
Liddon and Jim Gavin are now 
finishing-of the European section 


aca 


Opel for Wambold 


BMW will not_now be sending 
any cars to the TAP Rally. Achim 
Warmbold, who won the event in 
1972 with John Davenport, driv- 
ing a BMW 2002 will be driving 
a. second Opel entry, a similar 
German factory entered car to 
Walter Roht!’s. 
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© Four works Renaults will be 
appearing on the East African 
Safari for drivers Therier, Nicolas 
‘and Darniche with the fourth 
Griver still to be nominated. Two 
Alpine Renaults will be used 
‘along. with two Renault 17TS 
models, a car which showed good 
potential for rougher rallies after 
the Bandama outing in the hands 
of Piot 


BTRDA Gold Star 
Championship 
first rounds 


The BTRDA ‘have now announced 
the first three rounds of their 
1974 Gold Star Special Stage 
Rally Championship. They are as 
follows: April 14, Chieftain 
Rally, Bath MC & BAMA; April 
27, Bass Charrington Tour of 
Lines, Lincs AC and Louth MC; 
April 28, News and Star Derwent 
Rally, Workington & DCC. Details 
of the remaining rounds will be 
‘announced in the near future. 


Tulip Rally — good 
for amateurs 


It should be known within the 
next 14 days whether the Tulip 
Rally will take place this year on 
April 26, 27 and 28. Plans are 
currently going ahead for a 1200 
kilometer “route ia Holland in- 
corporating 15 to 20 special 
stages on tarmac and loose, the 
division being about 50-50, 

‘Although counting for Euro 
pean Rally Championship for 
Drivers, the organisers foresee 
the Tulip as being good for 
amateurs and travelling expenses 
will be offered. Before the rally, 
there will be a guided recce over 
the route 
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Sports extra 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


CHARLES POLLARD TRIAL 


Warr at last with Bilbo 


It’s been a, long time coming, but Sunday's 
vietory in the Charles Pollard Sporting Tria 
was Bill) Warr's first outright win in 15 
Wwour. There could scarcely have 
result, 
40 entries were received by the 
Club for their third 
Championship event of the season, Not only 
was there the promise of RAC and BTRDA 
points, but the certainty of a well organised 
€vent and the intriguing prospect of a new 
sight to tempt the enthusiast. Laid out 
amongst low trees and scrub within a natural 
hollow at The Warren, Careby, near Stamford, 
the site posed considerable clearance problems 
to the PMC before the selection of 10 hills 
could be laid bare for competition. It goes 
without saying that the Club more than rose 
to the occasion under the guidance of John 
Bailey, setting out a combination of gradient 
and ditectional changes to test the abilities of 
the formidable and talented field, 
‘There was little new amongst the assembled 
although Mike Barnes had shoe-horned 
2 BMC 1300 unit into his Cannon and with 
the re-vamped rear end of the ” impunity 
Julian Fack buried the last vestiges of Cannon 
remaining in Ivor Portlocks’ old. car, Colin 
Taylor was. still suffering from a. painful 
Septic foot after coming off second best with 
bucking Bultaco a couple of weeks ago 
The first of the three scheduled rounds 
revealed the only flaw in the course asset 
ut. Despite heavy rain over the past few 
days the seemingly treacherous surface became. 
tame under the passage of so many wheels 
and amongst the leading drivers there were 
few who lost marks once the first couple of 
hills had been attempted (there being groups 
of four starting at each section), With so little 
to choose between drivers, incurred penalties 
were difficult to win back 
‘At lunch the lead lay jointly with Warr 
10) and Tony Harrison (Kincraft) with the 
‘of only four marks with Gordon Jackson 
breathing down their necks a point in arrears 
Six penalties behind came the Cannon of 
John Fack with no less than four drivers on 
12; Bill Evans (Beva), Lol Hurt (BMC Special), 
Laurle Brown (Aberties) and Ivor Portlock 
(ryad), The only retirement of the morning, 
Indeed ‘the day, was that of Hugh Pollard 
who was unable’ to overcome the obstinacy of 


‘Almost 
Peterborough Motor 


Sixth:placed man on the Charles Pollard trial was John Benson in his 1.2 BMC-engined Jabs 


the Jabford's clutch, 
Considerable rearrangement of the sections 
during the luncheon Interval failed to com 
pletely overcome the capricity of the surface 
although the demands made upon the drivers 
were somewhat increased. There was 
no respite in the baitle for the 
lead and by the close of the second grou 
of sections it was the Ibex of 
which had turned the tables on Bill Warr's 
Bilbo and snatched a single point lead. In 
third place came Brown in the Aberties wh 
had turned’ in an immaculate clean round to 


Jacks 


bring himself within three marks of the 
eaders and force Harrison into fourth spot 
As John Fack slipped to fifth place he came 
almost into the grasp of a. fast improvin 


John Benson in Jabs whilst Mike Small 
(elta) was likewise overcoming an indi 
start to close level with Hurt and. sha: 
seventh place 

Amongst others to 
tour with a single figure addition to. the 
morning's. total were Alan | Bush (Ford 
Special) and Richard Allen (Cannon), the 
latter producing the second best round of the 
event to date with the loss of only three 
marks. These two occupied ninth and tenth 
places respectively whilst Norman Manser 

ld only make 18th place his own with the 

(39 marks, only eight of which 
acquired during ihe second round, Perhaps 
the Cannon objected to the newly applied 
coat of paint’ which flattered its ancien 


complete the second 


Even more changes to the set hills prior 
to the final round failed to halt the leading 
drivers, Brown again setting the pace with a 
clean card, The addition of only one point to 
the score of both Warr and Hurt ‘ensui 
victory for the former and fifth place for 
the latter, whilst two additional penalties were 
incurred ‘by both Evans and Portlock who 
despite this improvement’ were unable t 
feature prominently upon the leader board 
in view of the substantial points total amassed 
Upon previous rounds 

Harrison made something of a recovery to 
climb back to third place but a disappointing 
round by Jackson saw ultimate victory. slip 


from his grasp and he was destined to settle 
for fourth overall. Smallwood had one of his 
now traditional “brain fades” on the final 


tour, losing no less than 26 marks and 
slumping from seventh to 14th. place, a 
circumstance which failed to disturb his good 
humour! 

Novice award winner, John Vincent, brought 
his Cannon into a lowly 33rd place which 
gives some idea of the quality of the entry 
for this event 


Clearly this is a course of great potential 
and the PMC are the ideal organisation to 
nurture it to a maturity that will be a credit 


to the Semperit/BTRDA and RAC Champion- 
ships. It is almost unnecessary to say. that 
the sponsor's products shod the driving wheels 
fall the award winning cars, a state of 
affairs which must give them’ considerable 


GEOFF HERRINGTON 


satisfaction 


SPORTING TRIAL 
Jager wins easily 


Cumberland Sporting CC are making strong 
efforts to get people In the north interested 
in sporting trials and last. Sunday they 
managed to assemble 11 entries for the trial 
they ran at Barn Wood, near Penrith, with 
24 sections laid on. Robin Jager, one of the 
regular championship contenders, was an easy 
winner in hig Nymph but the next four places 
were hotly disputed throughout the day. 
Until the last two sub sections man in the 
runner-up spot was Ken Underwood. in his 
British Leyland Special. But’ he clipped 
markers at unfortunate points and eventually 
dropped to fifth overall. Geoff Benson (Can- 
non) came through to take second on, 58 
marks, a single mark better than Brian Morritt 
(Cannon) who also muffed his chance of being 
runner up close to the finish, Behind Morritt 
on 59 marks came Ken Burns in his Triumph 
Special on 63 marks, then Underwood on 66 
marks and John Graham occupied sixth spot 


with his Triumph Speci 


PROD CAR TRIAL 
Rule bars Hinde 


Although he had the day's lowest total and, 
fon index, the best percentage of the 41 com. 
petitors, Mike Hinde from North Wales did 
not become the overall winner of last Sunday's 
production car trial arranged by Bristol MC 
& LCC at Ston Easton, near Bristol. Reason for 
Hinde having to be satisfied with a class win 
was the club's local rule debarring competitors 
in Class 5 from winning an event outright. 
Victory therefore went to Roger Price in his 
998 Imp who dropped 84 marks on the 24 
sections and he was handsomely the best of 
the other three class winners, 

‘The Mini class went to Gordon Francis with 
his Mini on 99 marks with P. Gilbert (Austin 
1100) second and John Hayward (998 Mini), 
third, with scores of 123 and 137 marks re 
pectively. Tony Hutt, in his Popular, and David 
Harris (Cortina GT), tied on 163' marks for 
Class '2 bur Hutt got it as a result of a better 
figure on the second hill and the 
three ma 

‘The smaller capacity rear engined class was 
taken by N, Sheppard (998 Imp), on 127 marks 
and he was eight marks better than Eric 
Harris (Austin 7) and Reg Brownsey (Imp), 
who had 135 and 139 marks. In the last class 
Hinde’s winning total was 65 marks, almost 
half that of Nigel Pow (Dellow), with Dave 


Er “Tiare Hinge clan, 
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Sports extra 


Skilton’s American upset 


Back from his most hectic visit yet to the 
States is Clive Skilton, who finished up on 
his head at the NHRA Winternationals at 
Pomona, California, Driving John Durkee's 
Pegasus fueller again, Clive started off with 
the AHRA Winternationals at Phoenix, Ari 
zona (the NHRA and AHRA are the two 
leading, and rival drag racing, bodies in the 
Us). He got into the field with a promising 
63's in the 12th spot. The much fancied 
Don Garlits was slower than expected and 
was tenth, snd went out in the first round 
when a brake caliper broke on the burn-out, 
Yeaving him to sail through the finish at 40 
mph before the race had even started. Skilton 
faced Jerry Ruth, one of the fastest drivers 
in the sport, and the self-styled “ King-of 
the-North,”” having won a string of Northern 
Division championships. 

Neither driver wanted to stage first, and a 
* burn-down " developed before Skilton edged 
Into stage, followed by Ruth after a monstrous 
burn-out. ‘Skilton was by then worried about 
having sufficient fuel, and together with an 
Unfamiliarity with the lights in use, jumped 
the gun toa red light, but Ruth drove right 
past him anyway with his first ever five 
jecond run—a 5.95 s, But the competition 
was so flerce that four of the first eight win 
ners In the frst round broke, and it was the 
Virtually unknown Mike Wagonner who came 
through to win. Sadly, the meeting was 
marred by the death of Irv. Beringhouse in 
his Chrysler Pro-Stock, who rolled several 
times at high speed after losing control 

‘The following weekend at Pomona it took 
2 6.16 s to qualify, with the low spot being 
5.94 8 for. James Warren. At Phoenix, 
Wagonner had been plagued with oil problems 
with his engine, and had had to fit a new 
Parachute for each run as they became coated 
fn oll. One of these came from Skilton’s car, 


and as it has not been cleaned in the inter 
vening week Skilton’s crew had to borrow a 
funny-car chute. Being slightly larger, this 
did not At into the pack as well as it should 
have, with the result that it failed to open 
after Clive’s qualifying run. The rather 
marginal brakes were unable to stop him 
before he hit the catch fence at some 70 mph, 
and after spinning round the car flipped over 
and ended up with Clive hanging from his 
Straps, shaken but unhurt. In the next hour, 
three more cars, including Tom McEwen's 
brand new “aerodynamic” funny car ended 
up. in. similar fashion 

"The attrition continued, with Garlits again 
going out with a broken caliper—the other 
Side this time, ‘and Gary Beck from Canada 
funning @ string of 5 s to beat Ruth in the 
final, Dale Emery won the funny car elimi- 
nator in. Jeg. Goughlin's car, whilst Bill 
Jenkins was again victorious in his Vega in 
Pro-Stock. 

‘The new Pro-Comp eliminator for cars such 
as blown gas (petrol) dragsters and injected 
fuel funny cars was a big success, with 
both types of car dipping into the high sixes 
for the first time. Record crowds attended 
both events, with 63,000 at Pomona and 
40,000 at Phoenix, and with the fuel problem 
worrying everyone concerned with the future 
of the sport, It was an encouraging sign— 
particularly as many of them had “doubled 
Up." in their cars to get to the events. 

Following the event, there was apparently 


some talk about banning fuel altogether, 
Similar to the nitro ban of the fifties. 
running a Top Fuel or Funny 


car is getting so high, and the engine failures 
So common, that there is some logic to this, 
Dut this would ultimately be a retrogressive 
step, and other solutions to the problems 
Will doubtless evolve in the coming months. 


PROD CAR TRIAL 
Chalmers by eight 


Hugh Chalmers almost did the double when 
he. took the overall lowest score and was 

ond with his other car at the Lothian 
CC. production car trial at Longyester Farm, 
fr Haddington, East Lothian, Jast Sunday. In 
his Clan Crusader Chalmers “headed the 31 
Competitors with a total of 5 marks lost on 
the 12 sections, But in his Mini Chalmers was 
Dipped at the post by Bruce McLeod, also 
Mint, who dropped 23 marks to Chalmers’ 24 
but the best round of the afternoon in this 
class was put up by Miss Juliette Johnstone in 
a Honda Civic who dropped only 16 marks 
to finish third with a 25 mark total 

Ronnie Graham and Ian Smith were the 
half time leaders of the rear engined class and 
while Gi (Stiletto) maintained his lead 
Smith, in his Simca Rallye, fell from grace 
later in the day. Graham finished with a total 
of 13 marks and a fine second round by David 
Cormack (imp), in which he dropped only 
seven marks, elevated him to second with 
17 marks while Smith dropped to a 22 mark 
total, A te deciding test was needed to deter 
‘mine the winner of the conventional saloon 
class where Tom McCallum (Cortina) and 
Tony Charnell (Simca) were level on 38 
marks. McCallum, who had established a five 
mark lead at the interval, took the class and 
Phil Watt had to be content with third on 39 
marks. 

"The sports car class fell to Gordon de Vries 
in his MGBGT. He had dropped only two 
marks at luncheon to be in joint second over- 
all_and he finally finished with a 13 mark 
total, well ahead of John Burnett in the MGB 
with, idget), third, 
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AUTOTEST 
Ballance at Birmingham 


Peter Ballance scored a convincing win — by 
12s—at the Birmingham University. MC's 
autotest event on one of the university car 
parks last Sunday. In his 1340 Mini Ballance 
Feturned a total time of 218.88 for the six 
tests, and he was fastest on all but one 
test 

Tn Class 2, for cars up to 1000cc, Mike 
Styles (998 Mini) and Ray Webb (Sprite Mk 
1) had a spirited duel. Webb led for a couple 
of tests and then Styles took command but 
only took the class by 2.75. Steve Roberts 
was a somewhat lucky winner in Class 4 in his 
997 Anglia for until the last test Mike Tab- 
bener (Simca 1300) had held sway only to 
put in an incorrect run. 


@ Less than half a second separated the top 
two drivers at the end of the North Wores 
AC driving tests at Stone Manor, Kidder. 
minster, last Sunday, where John’ Layland 
took the honours in his 1098 Mini. Layland 
totalled 455.0 while R. Yeadon (Cooper) 
was a vere 0.45 behind. The Renault RS 
of C. MacDonald took the combined other 
two classes in 5582s, some 18s quicker 
than E. Bourne's Mint 


© We recently mentioned that Barry Buck- 

was the driver of a U2 in street class 
drag racing. This is a painful point with 
Bucknall as he drives a Lotus 7 and doesn't 
believe that the U2 should be allowed in the 
class! For this year, Bucknall is screwing 
together an Altered, probably with T bucket 
bodywork. 


Palace news, 
DLT goes drag 


‘The Custom Car shows have recently been 
taking place in England, with the biggest at 
Crystal Palace attended by nearly 20,000 
people. Many familiar drag racing cars were 
there in modified "74 trim including two 
rival Top Dragster contenders already well 
publicised, and a new 354 Hemi-powered car 
from Pat Cuss, who has been responsible for 
most of the fibreglass bodles currently running 
on the strips—including several Topolinos, Ed 
Shaver's funny cars, and the Transcontinental 
destroyed in ‘72. His car, based on a rather 
short chassis that was part of a still-born 
Chevrolet-powered device, now has a very 
potent-looking Hilborn-injected Chrysler for 
power, with a new full bodywork, complete 
With “flame paintwork rather suited to the 
short wheelbase, 

Roz’ Prior's Accles and Pollock/Castrol 
sponsored car was not far away looking 
Well prepared for the season, whilst perhaps 
the Biggest. threat to them all, the Stones 
“"Heml-Hunter" with all-alloy ‘engine from 
“Tee-Rat and Lenco two-speed transmission 
was between the team's Escort/Ches 
altered for the Pro-Stock cla 
known Altered. This looked ‘awesome with 
its big supercharged engine and lengthened 
chassis. Other obvious changes include a 
larger fuel tank in the radiator shell for 
the thirsty engine and torsion bar suspension 
in place of the leaf spring used before 
the front. It_was announced at the show that 
Dave Lee Travis would become honorary 
team captain, and would share driving with 
Dennis Stone of the Escort whenever pos- 
sible, and that he will be taking some driving 
Tegsons in preparation for this, 

Gerry Andrews will drive the rail, whilst 
Dave Stone will continue in the "Altered 
wgainst Phil Elson, whose car was also pre- 
sent, and the various funny cars, 


PROD CAR TRIAL 


Skoda 1—2 


Denis Wells and Stephen Courts took their 
Skoda Octavias to first and second overall in 
the Geoff Taylor production ear trial orgs 
nised by Hagley & District last Sunday at Hoo 
Farm, Kidderminster. In a field of 39 com: 
petitors they finished eight marks apart at the 
Gnd of 36 sections, Lowest score of the day 
was put up by Tony Cook in an Imp pre- 
pared to rally specification, who dropped 56 
farks while the lowest among the ral 
production cars was Ray Bradley's 81 

Imp. 

‘There was a mild surprise in Class 1 where 
Kevin Caley defeated John Hodgson by 10 
marks with a 158 marks total, These two both 
in Minis, pulled well clear of the large entry 
‘and Phil Darbyshire finally emerged as third 
with 180 marks in his Mini GT. Courts was 
an easy winner of Class 2 as Wells was out 
right victor and a third Octavia, that of Andy 
Cowley, was the class third on 162 marks, 
five behind Dave Smith in his Escort. Malcolm 
Brown scored a fine 26 marks win in the 
sports car class with his Sprite on 134 marks 
from Geoff Till (Sprite) and Robert Goodwin 
(Midget. 

‘The rear engined class produced an unusual 
win for a VW. William Holt took his Germs 
machine round with 128 marks deficit to be 
Derek Himsley's Husky by eight marks and 
leave Robert Gilhooley (imp), third s further 
four marks down. 


‘Allen’ 


ASHLEY —from page 28 


year. I waited, then T learned I was on 

rilist of four and later I found out 1 ha 
been rejected as I had been out of racing 
for five months!" Into the breach stepped 
Tony Kitchiner who had suggested to Kaye 
Griffiths that Ian should drive Kaye's ex-Doug 
Hardwick F5000 Lola T190 at Hockenheim in 
September. Ian drove sensibly to take « good 
eighth overall in good company. He couldn't 
race the car at Oulton Park the following 
end a8 he was scheduled to drive Dr 
Josef Ehrlich's EMC 606 at Monza (it retired 
with a flat 


Merlyn. 


id confidence In F5000, but people 
kept telling me ‘Do it in F3." I therefore 
layed in F3 for 1972 with a Royale RPII.” 
Ashley drove the works car in 


Ie we 


‘not as 


competitive, 
Ashley complaining of chassis-lexing pro: 


blems, While at Monaco (spectating, as he 
considered the Royale uncompetitive) tan met 
Mike Hallwood who told him to forget F3 
and, concentrate on FS000. Ian telephoned 
Rocky Plumridge, who now owned Kaye 
Griffiths’ Lola T190, and asked him to 
prepare it for Oulton Park on Spring Bank 
Holiday Monday, Ian did, indeed, con- 
centrate on F5000 and impressed many with 
his handling of this now outdated machin 
From 10 starts he had nine finishes—a tyre 
flew off the rim at 165 mph at Oulton Park, 
the Lola spun and hit the bank but 
fortunately only the suspension was damaged. 
“T think it was our fault really as we tried 
to exist on the prize money and were using 
a two-yearold set of tyres. They had 
Perished.” A second, a third, two fourths, 
@ fifth and a sixth were the best placings 
achieved. 

At the end of the year lan was determined 


to buy a new car for 1973. "I knew 1 could 
make it in the right car. The T190. was 
perhaps the most. significant car I have 


raced so far in my career. It taught me to 
handle power—real power. In F3 anyone can 
‘with 120 bhp available and luck plays 
a big part as with a 2 bhp deficiency you are 
just not with the leaders. In F5000 a 30 bhp 
handicap doesn't make that much difference, 
it's up to the driver. You learn about throttle 
control, braking and accelerating.” 

‘An order was placed for a Lola 7330. Ian 
explained, “ My sponsors clubbed together— 
Doug Hardwick's Henley Forklift Co provided 

istance, City businessman Richard 


Ashley's FF Alexis Mk 15 teads off the grid at Brands in 1969 from Mo Harness’ Lotus and Ray 


aten paid for the Insurance and Rocky 
Plumridge prepared it. But my biggest sup: 
porter, someone who has kindly assisted me 


for several seasons now, wishes to remal 


‘anonymous for personal ' reasons. 1 owe a 
ot_to him." 

The Lola was delivered in time for the 
season-opening Race of Champions weekend 


Brands Hatch and a fuel-injected Bolthoft 
wine installed. The latter was probably the 
Digest mistake of the year The Bolthoff wi 
neither reliable nor gave sufficient power 
with the result that there was no time for 
test or development work on the chi 
Tan's results were appalling and anyone not 
realising his dilemma would have written 
him off serious contender. 

In May an Alan Smith engine was delivered 
in time for the Oulton Park round. Now 
Tan had good, reliable power but the chassis 
was in dire need of development. The team 
opted to miss Santa Monica in June and sort 
‘out the car instead. Snetterton was booked 
and Lola's Frank Gardner turned up to offer 
advice on setting-up the T330. Frank could 
not actually drive it for insurance 
Feasons, but suggested various tweaks In the 
serutineering bay. Then a tyre punctured 
Frank said they should all go home, but tan 

yrmined to persevere and had the 
Intermediates fitted. He went out for five 
came back and told his crew. that 
although the car was nice to drive it seemed 
no quicker. He was surprised to learn that 
his lap times had tumbled by 4 s. After more 
tweaks lan broke the lap record within 
three laps—still on intermediates! ““" For 
Christ's sake call him in!" advised Gardner 

Come Mallory Park on July 8, who should 
be ‘sitting in pole position but’ lan Ashley. 
A poor start saw him down in fourth for 
a while, but he climbed to second and 
challenged Tom Belso for the lead. Belso 
constantly missed gears at the haicpin and 
‘on one occasion he went wide, Ian tried 
an inside line, but had. terrible wheelspin 
problems thanks to the old, hard compound 
Goodyears he was using. 


side and, with nowhere to go, lan ended 
his race agains: 


barrier. ' Wider rear 
fitted for Mondello Park, 
but these caused understeer problems and 
he had to be content with ninth place, After 

Jong chat with Frank Gardner” the 
sam arrived at Silverstone for the terribly 
wet meeting, only for the gear linkage to 
snap. It was welded with 12 m of practice 
remaining. Rushing out on cold tyres, lan 
claimed a temporary pole position on his first 
fying lap, was baulked on his second and 
set third equal time on his third. Then the 
flag came out. The race was called off because 
of torrential rain and flooding. 

A slow puncture knocked Ian down to 

fastest at Brands Hatch on Summer 


quickest in the first practice session) 
and in the race he was well placed until 
Keith Holland attempted a brave overtaking 
manoeuvre involving Ian and Guy Edwards 
which failed. After a stop to change 
shattered wheel-rim he was a lowly llth. 
For the Rothmans Gold Cup at Oulton Park 
things seemed brighter with Tan winning & 
front-row grid position and streaking Into 
the lead. However, a gearlinkage problem 
and a leaking tyre were destined to drop 
him to fifth. "In order to keep up with the 
faster Morand-engined cars, I had geared 
the car so that I had to change gear 28 times 
a lap. When the linkage became stiff it was 
very. difficult 

Highlight of the year, of course, was Ian's 
Danish win at Jyllandsringen. Ian claimed 
pole position and won the first heat in the 

then for the next day's race 
talled Teddy Pilette ing 


lan didn’t get too far ahead 
to win on “Trouble was,” Tan 
recalled, win any tyre ‘bonus 


money as 1 used Fi in the wet and 
Goodyears in the dry! 

At Zandvoort Tan was fastest In practice 
until a huge, sideways moment put the Lola 
Into the catch-fence as the track was drying 
was dreaming of my new. girlfriend 
Annaties, whom I'd just met.” 


ston 


before ploughing straight on at 
When it poured with rain before 
the start we only had time to change from 
dry to wet tyrex. We wore not able to 
change the braking ratio and the front wheels 
kept locking. Visibility was bad, too.” 
Snetterton the following weekend saw 
more trouble. While holding a strong third 
place (ahead of eventual winner Bob Evans), 
he w ck-flagged for trailing oll, A 
legacy of the Zandvoort Incident, there was 
a hairline fracture in an oll pipe. which 
fed lubricant on to the Lola's rear 
8 and tyres, not to mention following 
competitors. For the final Brands Hatch race 
the team’s fortunes were little brighter. In 
the first practice session the springs 
collapsed, while in the second the car Ws 
handling ‘too well_ (despite Ian's third place 
on the grid) so Frank Gardner gave som 
more advice. The race started off well with 
Jan tailing leader Keith Holland." Keith 
ys determined to Win that day ‘and w. 
sliding all over the road, I saw that John 
Watson was catching us and let him through, 
wondering if he could do anything about 
Keith. Unfortunately, 1 collected a slow 
Puncture in the left rear tyre and when this 
suddenly became worse and the car bogan 
to broadside I stopped at the pits. In fact, 
it wasn't the tyre at all. The front roll-bar 
had snapped, but no one had noticed this and 
I restarted with a new tyre—all 
Goody 


the mud. 


t that Ian was one of the fastest 
around in F5000 did not go unnoticed 


last year. ShellSport Luxembourg's shrewd 
team manager Jackie Epstein discussed. the 
possibility of ian leading the team's 1974 
attack on the Rothmans Championship in 
November and the official announcement. wa: 
made two weeks ago. Ian's own Lola T3a\ 
has been “legalised at the factory to incor 
porate the deformable structures and 
“shorter wings which are mandatory for 
1974. It has been repainted in. SheliSport 
Luxembourg colours and will be seen for the 
first time at the Race of Champions, 

It has taken Ian Ashley a long time to 
reach the position of being one of the hottest 
favourites for the 1974 F5000 Championship. 
‘The latent talent has been there for years, 
but, as with James Hunt, Ian's. care 
been fraught with a series of misfortunes and 
accidents. At 26 he still has plenty of time 
to reach Formula 1. Grand. Prix team 
managers seeking new British talent should 
study the form in F5000 this year: Ian Ashley 
should be featuring strongly. 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 49-55 * Racing and Competition Cars 55-59 - Autosport Market Place 59-63 


HALESFIELD MOTORS 
(TELFORD) LTD. 


1973 (Feb) LOTUS EUROPA JPS. in 


gearbox, 


1073 (Feb) RANGE ROVER. In cna 


ton ROVER 9006, fabs. Gass, hy, H 
Owen ‘Lid. Th ‘blue with ack vinyl 
roof, I owner, radio ei 

CHRYSLER (UK) and SIMCA DEALERS 
SIMCA COMPETITION. SPECIALISTS. 
PRINCE STREET, 


Tels Telford (0952) 586991 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


PETERBOROUGH 
offer CARS OF DISTINCTION 


ANGE MOVER. Pina 


Junior 6.7. 


+2.8 SPORTS. Finished in, yellow 
Thntea tone oy 


Terms and exchanges welcome. 


ALAN DOU! 


Telephone, Peterborough 
River hours Stamford 


THE FLYING SPANNER 
GARAGE LTD. 


TYR 2500M. 0/4, mag wheel, sunshine roo 
4,000 mile: w. i a 


BELL & 
COLVILLLTD 


ALFA 
ROMEO! 


JAGUAR. XK150. a for spares, All 
parts availa 
fo72'SNAB V4. €750. 
reparation undertaken 
na 


D and A AUTOS 


(Kingsbury) 
8-10 Siough Lane, 


(at Church Lane) 


Marshall 
Wingfield Lid 


856 Finchley Road, London nw1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204. 


CAR OF THE WEEK 
INA 1600 4:door. | White with | black 
nat C676 


35e3 MERALD” Above average condition 
isa maint 


Why not sell 
through Autosport 


Market Place ? 
For further details 


ring 


01-636 3600 


AUTOSPORT, FEBRUARY 21, 1974 


Tel: 01-205 4296 
205 1136 


ply of Bentley S1, S2, 
. Rolls-Royces to order 
s. 
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FORD GT 40 o-100 8:1 Sa 


known car wa 
ied in yellow wit 
chromed—engine fitted with IDA 
iting road cars in the country. Here 


@ car is one of the very few genuine road GT 40's to be built. This particular 
"in January 1973, and is still the fastest car to a 100 mph ever tested by them. F 
ad—it Oven has a cigar lighter! All the suspension and exhaust system have 
dy rods and Sullivan cams, otc, etc. Ths must be one of the fastest and most 

is @ unique opportunity to acquire 8 fast appreciating asset 
For further details and serious enquiries please contact Adrian Hamilton 


DUNCAN HAMILTON & CO. LTD. 
‘The Square, Bagshot, Surrey. Tel: Bagshot 71010. Telex: 28905 


LAMBORGHINI MIURA S 


19,000-odd miles only. Superb collec- 


JOHN FINCH CARS 
OFFER: 


tors car with a superb price. £5950. 
Ferrari taken in part ex either way. 1973 (M) PONTIAC FIREBIRD Formula 400. 
Weil ‘above average condition. Finished in 
Oxshott 2517 (Surrey), eveni flecteig Dive, ‘Shattering performance. Excel, 


1972 TVR 2500 (M). Finished in white with 
black trim, mags, o/d, tinted, sunroof, atc 


711 MGB GT. Plame orang: 
.000 miles, 2° awners only. 


72 LANCIA HF LUSSO. Pini 


gat blue with Black trim. 


Secombe, (487!) ~~ only. Offered at i698 
mileage, overdrive. ine a 

terior. Motorola radio. Regutarly main- 1966 reg PORSCHE 356B. Finished in silver 

5S new tyres fitted. £1100 or £395 

nearest offer 1972 Series RANGE ROVER. Finished in 

Bahama’ gold. 21,000 miles. Rear wiper, 

Tel: JETTA BUCK 01-636 3600 Tided owner ‘tza08 


CHEVRON BITC. Fitted Formula B twin 
cam engine. Suitable for Libre or would 
make Formula 4 car. 

MG MIDGET 1293, Full race trim. All the 
Fight bits. Terms, exchanges, 


FINCH MOTORS 


Tel: Chesterfield 71612/71614. 


Land-Rover Specialists 


stipes, This car entered vy 


ocean a Manual. 25,000 miles. PAS. Polaris 


LOTUS EUROPA SPECIAL 1973 BMW 2500 K REG 


silver, blue velour upholstery. HRW. 
Radio and 8-track stereo. Mint 
condition. Head rest. £1850 ono. 


Tel : 01-228 7315 (evenings) 


For further information on inserting 
advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 
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12-HONTH GUARANTEE D.B. MOTORS MASERATI 


ON ENGINE, GEARBOX oe ta Foods 


AND BACK AXLE = 
KGB RACING SERVICES 


offers 


INDY 


radio and electric aerial 


‘onsigening 
thee, ‘atne one tor*you, Sx 4 A MAZDA RX3 rotary engined four-door 


£5,500 


saSpbon ¥ Ee kal pabeteanae 
atentee aml 
hers Seen deca oca cos ase, SCIMITAR GTE 
Z : pclae _ MINI GOOPER S Mkil 


Shetland blue, tan trim. Fitted overdrive. aleiit ois 


Teay’ owner, Stereo/radio, alloy wheels, new tyres. 
Maintained regardiess of cost 
28086. How £1678 ono. 
‘lour One of our Tel: Transport Manager, 
cers. Bills, or”, new Sheffield 28356" 
or Bamford 508, evenings and weekends 


SWINDON ROAD SERVICE STATION 


TRIUMPH STAG 1972 L 


One owner trom ne 


Spen to any tral: first to wee will Duy £2400 ono 
or pare exchange 38 ‘or Senten, "money eine MANY MORE USED CAKS FOR SALE. 


SHELLSTAR 
GARAGE 


} TOYOTA MAIN DEALERS 


GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS GUL ACTED UNED CARS FORMALE 

1973 (M) Toyota Crown automatic 
Saloon.” “Strand. blue, black 

frum. Used as our demonstrator, 

Under 4,000 miles. 6 montns' 

makers’ “warranty £1850 

QQ Toyota Crown automatic 

saloon. ‘Strand blue, black trim, 

1" “Qwaer. Beautiful condision 

throughout 1545 

1973 (L) Toyota Corolla saloon. 1 
owner. Finished orange, black 


Plus following new ears trom stock THOMAS MOTORS LTD 


Qpet Kadert s.door, in red 
§ BLACKPOOL 


Spat 


tei 2985 
1969 (G) Lotus Elan S4. Fitted PB 
radio, hew. Bahama — yellow, 


of Sebring ted. Medina green, Diamond 
Olympic blue. Also stock of 
Mexicos. Daytona, Medina and Sebring. 


beck tin 
P.E.A.R. LTD. 1972 Triumph Dolomite. White. 1 owner me ars 
radio. Immaculate car 1195 LOTUS 416, singe seater, Lucas 
Riverside Garage, 1972 Escort Sports. Choice of two, 1 MAE downdraughts."10 and 
ain wacels) Hewland’ box 
London Road, owner ears from 825 Propared and cebulit for 1974 
St Ives, Hunts. One 1972 Escort Mexico. White with Seaton of" Formula 4" ot 
ae red stripes. 1 owner. Any trial £895 similar. Offered at 2850 
: 1972 Mexico. Dismond white 25,000 
(0480) 62952 Reception miles. Immaculate cond.tion £925 exchange welcome on any of the 
aioe Giaree ‘above. Finance acranged 


Wellington, Road, Donning 
Telford, Salop. ine 
Tel! Telford 808616. 


0008 Sues 
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ROBIN HAMILTON | eke 


Burton-on-Trent, Staffs. 


Aston Martin Specialists ccna LAE iy 


FOR SALE. We normally have @ good selection of Aston Martins for sale. Please phone us with your requirements. 


BRABHAM BTI9, short chassis special built by Hepworth Racing for Dayid Hepworth himself to use in sprints and hillolimbs 

(formula Libre, “5000 7). Oldsmobiie all alloy dry sump motor on IDA ‘Webers. Stainless exhaust, S-speed ZF gearbox, etc. 

Very compettive and exciting car as reputedly weighs only 900 Ibs, giving around 900 bhp per ton. Several fastest times in 

1973. £1,390 which must be tremendous value for money. 

971 DBS V8 Automatic. Finished in flame red with natural trim, 23,000 miles. Fitted radio, 4 speaker stereo, really excellent 
\d exceptional value. £4,500. 

fal with Vantage engine, white with black trim. A superb car and the equal of any Mk II on offer. £3,500. 

-speed with standard engine. Unusual car fitted with DB6 interior trim and quarter bumpers all round. Engine just rebuilt 

by us, Lime green with black trim, chrome w/w 

We will carry out any type of work on Astons from a routine road test or service to a complete rebuild—to Concours stand- 

ards ‘it required. We carry an excellent stock of new spares, and a very large stock of used items mainly from DB4 onwards, 

fanging trom engines and gearboxes to Interior trim and body panels. An exchange reconditioned engine service is offered 

at sory competitive rates and can be fitted in a few days. Being a small and enthusiastic concern we are able to offer unus- 

Gally’ personal attention to customers requests, and if you are unable to get your car to us we can collect by trailer if required, 

Und’adliver when finished. Please note that if you have @ query we will try to answer it. Advice costs nothing and will hope- 

fully bring us more business at a later date. : 

COMPETITION NOTE. If you are racing, or thinking of racing an Aston, please contact us regarding preparation, ete. Our 

own racing DBAGT went especially ‘well last season and will be competing again this year—we hope! 

WANTED. Any Aston car or spares. Crashed cars bought for breaking. 


For anything connected with ASTONS : ROBIN HAMILTON. Tel: BURTON-ON-TRENT 812744. 


JOS RANDLES 


SURBITON RALLY CENTRE 
(RACING LTD. 


1973 (M reg) Porsche Carrera. Sliding roof, Isd, stereo/radio/ 
cassette. 8000 miles. Used as a road car ............ £6750 


Morgan V8. Unusual specification. Wolfrace wheels £1495 


Escort RS1600 (Dec 1972). Full custom pack. 12,000 miles. 
Never rallied we niet £1145 


Escort twin cam (Reg 1973). Very quick road car ...... £895 


i Europa. JPS, Immed 


1973 Jensen-Healey, White, ape 1098 
‘Dino Ey 


Bie. "Mags. “e/a” 31606 
Bina” 246 GT. fied, Eisctric 
e 


Lotus Elan Sprint DH Coupe. 8000 miles. Immaculate. First 

reg May 1973. Special reg no. 11 WU ............... £1750 
Our new rallying accessory department is open now. Full rally 
preparation undertaken from Groups One to Five. Stock 
includes : Cibies, Oscars, Roll Cages, Suspension parts etc. 


‘Scimitar’ GTE. 


‘0/4: Caribbean 
e495. 

Elan FHC, fed “One owner.) E1198 

SEapn. 2000, GP st Stored) 

imen "ear 1205, 

Large stocks of Lotus and Scimitar parts, 

Service and repsirs by works trained staf 


WHARF GARAGES 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
FINANCE AND INSURANCE ARRANGED 


243 EWELL ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY 
01-399 2445 STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 
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4 ih 
ennine Motor a 


Group ARA 
Pristine Performance from Pennine 
Pennine Motors (Harrogate) Ltd. = @ 9 Ferrari 


Tel: Harrogate 89231 


1971 FERRARI 365 GTB SPIDER. In red. 8,000 1969 FERRARI 365 GTC. In red. 22,000 miles 


miles only. This car is one of four only only. One owner from new. In superb 
models imported into Britain, so very rare condition 
and in superb condition 1973 (M) FERRARI DINO SPIDER jn yellow. 6,000 


iniles only A saving of spprox C1000 rors x 
“M" PLYMOUTH ROAD RUNNER 1972 JENSEN SP in mustord wth ian interior, matching 
7,000 miles only. In white with black tan_vinyl roof. 24,000 mies. Superb condition £5450 
IntSHOTALEITy spauerepeed snenunt tearhene 1973 LOTUS ELAN SPRINT. "Lagoon ‘lus, "8,000 miles 


PAS. Believed to be the only Plymouth 1972 (0) BMW’ 3.08 ‘wionusl “door “soloon.” Verona 


Road Runner in this country. (red), grey cloth interior. 117,000 miles 


Pennine Sports Car Centre Ltd. 
Tel: Leeds 632627 


1971 (K) LOTUS EUROPA. 28,000 miles LOTUS ELAN s2 
1972 (L) LOTUS EUROPA. 0,800 mics DAIMLER SOVEREIGN. 23,000 ‘miles 
1972 JENSEN-HEALEY. 8,800 ‘miles £1575 BMW 2500. 21,000. mile: 
1973 TRIUMPH TRE, '9,000 miles, BMW 2002. Automatic. Dark bive 
1971 (K) | JENSEN INTERCEPTOR ji, Bright yellow. BMW 2000. 18,000 miles 

black leather intenor BMW 2500. Automatic. 27,000 ‘miles 


Pennine (Bradford) Ltd. 


Hallings, Bradford 1. Tel: Bradford 33077 


oday's 


£6150 


1873 BAM "2500. Metalic green. biack cloth interior 1972 BMW, 308. Automatic. Beige, siaiching interior, 
- silos ©3550 eef blue, ack leather 
1973 NSU R080. Dark metalic blue, 13.000 miles £2350 197" iinedions ‘Ar comdhioning,, Sassck sterso/reuie, 
1972 (L) BMW 3.0S. Automatic in orange, black vinyl! 29,000 miles £4545 
1, C00 mits Gre ooner Vohon Clock cith interes, bisck 
1973 (ta) FIAT 130 coupe. Metalic sliver Tin Stereorras. 8000" ees «2860 


stereo/radio. 3,000. miles only. (M) BMW 3.0CSi. Biack tinted glass, electric steel 
Condition. A saving of approx £1000 from new. £5300 siding roof, stereo/radio, magnes um wheels. 5,600 

1972 JENSEN INTERCEPTOR lil. Metalic Lght green. tan miles. A saving of approx £1400 from list price ... £6975 
leather interior with ail usual Jensen refinements £5700 1973 (M) BMW 520. Automatic. Riviera blue. Stereo. 

1973 JAGUAR XJ6_ 28. Manual 0/0. Sable, tan 7,000 miles £3320 
interior, 18,000. miles £2550 BMW "2002 CABRIOLET “convertble, Metall 

1971 JENSEN INTERCEPTOR i. Cerise. tan leather er cloth interior. 8-track stereo/radio. 11,000 
interior. 19,000 miles. One owner. Superb condition £4425 


For The Motoring Perfectionist 


£3350 
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Tel: 2021 Tel: 6119 
EVESHAM EVESHAM 
MAI FOR 


THE SOUTH WEST MIDLANDS 


Is she performing well ...? Take her to the high performance specialists. 

In the light of today's petrol crisis we at Daniels are very aware of the need to produce the utmost economy with the high 

performance car. With this in mind, our high PERFORMANCE ECONOMY WEEK, FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 2 is an oppor- 

t ch should not ssed. For just £5 a complete check, record and adjustment on carbs, plugs, points, timing— 
jans and mechanics fully trained on the faster car market. 

‘dily built up an enviable reputation as leaders in the field of high performance motoring, 

If you are a high performer telephone now for an appointment. 


Terry Mabbely 


DANIELS & CO 


HIGH STREET, EVESHAM, WORCS., SALES * SERVICE * SPARES 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 
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RALLY CARS 
ee 


RACING CARS 


SCOTTISH HILLCLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER 


¢ information Humble 225 (Friday onwards after 6 pm). 
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A. G. DEAN RACING LTD. 


Bridge Garage, Methley Road, Castlefo Yorkshire 


1971 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray 
in white with red interior. Detachable hard 
tops. Automatic and power, radio, etc. White 
wall tyres. 23,000 miles from new. Magnifi- 
cent condition .. £2995 


Chevron BI 9/ 21 Spyder 


Fitted FVC and FT200 pentos Beautiful 
condition ..... .. £2995 


1973 (Oct ) Ford Torino GT 


Automatic and power, radio. White wall tyres. 
2000 miles only £27! 


16 ft Avenger Power Boat 


with 140 bhp Mercury engine with trailer. 
£1 


995 
ISAAC AGNEW LTD 


BMW 


offer for sale 


BMW 2002Ti Lightweight—These cars. which have been 
extensively developed in Ireland for rallying, weigh under 
{7 cwt (unladen) This particular version is’ fitted with a 
Group ll Alpina engine, five-speed gearbox, 4.37:1 back axle 
with LSD, Bilstein rally suspension all round, ventilated discs, 
Competition fuel tank, sump and diff guard, full lights end 
instrumentation £2250 


MW 2002—Group I Alpina—This' Is a now unregistered ar 
(OM moda just drives nom BAIW Alpina im Geamony. ie 
Gechcoton includes 3182 BME COIN), engine, 
Gearbox taly ‘suspension, ventilated aise brakes, ‘com 
Sears. sump’ guerd, ete 

BMW 2002TiGroup. Rally —Th 
1973, hae: competed 3.600 rm 
dikes: fara etandariead "i, anne, five-speed. guaran 
23721 axie with LSD, rally springs, Biatein (rant) Kom (vesr 
thock wosorbere, sump Querd lah, ete {3508 


Contact: David Agnew at Belfast 667001 or 43933 


ALLAN TAYLOR 
RACING DRIVER SCHOOL 


LLANDOW RACING CIRCUIT 
Tel: FURNESS END 401 


cor, registered in August 
jer used in Spex 


Train and race in the latest Formula Fords. Practice 
every week. Race hire and tuition. 


1971 Cadillac Fleetwood Brougham 


in concours condition. 28,000 miles ... £2795 
One set of 1973 Brabham Formula Three 
wheels 2 x 10 x 13;2x8x13......... £125 


One set of Webers on Mackay mente for 
F5000 . £195 


One Hewland LG500 gearbox unused. Offers 
or part exchange on DG300 gearbox. 


30 Goodyear and Firestone new and unused 
tyres for Formula 5000, but suitable for other 
Formula. £8 each. 


ROAD OR RACE CARS TAKEN IN PART 
EXCHANGE. CASH EITHER WAY. 


09775 2828 


GRD 373 


Ex Richard Robarts 


Complete car ready to race £1795 (with last year's Vegantune) 
Hf this car is not sold for Formuia Three within the next week 
it will be converted to Formula Four spec and sold, with wets 
for £1750. 


LOW COST RACING LTD 
Wrecclesham Road (A325), Farnham, Surrey 
, Tel : 025-13 6666 


For Sale Two Mini Cooper S's 


Special saloon Cooper S with Arden fuel injected engine (new 


fast year at cost £1500). Lap record Ingliston, April 1973. 
£900 ono. Also ex works Group Two car with Arden fuel 


injected engine £950 ono. No sensible offer refused. 


Tel: Frank Gunn, 041.952 3811 


FULL RACE GROUP 2 RS1600 


Brand new just completed full house Escort. 270 bhp Terry 
Hoyle 2-litre alloy fuel injected engine. ZF five-speed box, 

front, 12” rear Limmer wheels and latest Duniops. Broad: 
Lockheed Formula 1 ventilated discs, front and rear brakes. 
Speed suspension complete with full roll cage, fire extinguisher 
installation system, etc. A beautifully constructed car complete 
in every detail. Ready to race and win. 


£5,995 


Tel: Billericay 22053, Rod Mansfield, 
30 Mountnessing Road, Billericay, Essex 
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PIPER PHASE TWO 


Finished in gleaming Fiat yellow with black trim this 
really practical “ exotic" car has been built and owned 
by a Piper engineer and contains many refinements never 
incorporated on the production cars, Can’return 35 plus 
MPG with a top speed of 125 plus MPH. First registered 
Nov. 72 
PRICE £1,975 

For further details : Tel.: FALFIELD (GLOS.) 8325. 


1973 WELLA FOR MEN 


CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING FAIRTHORPE 1967 
FORMULA FORD MODSPORTS 1600 GT 


Twin 40 DCOE. Excellent road/hillclimb car. 
Taxed and tested. One owner. £425. 


Tel : 0792 24778 (Swansea) evenings. 


BDA RACING ESCORT 
AND TOWING OUTFIT 


Two cars offered, both completely updated to the 

latest specification, and. representing considerable Dry sump 1300 cc, 174 bhp engine, Transistor ignition and 

saving on @ new car. Rolling chassis complete with 8 eA Ge ovoksion, wheola ited’ with’ Dunlop isobbreedtane 
gearbox, £2500 each 


ENSIGN F3 


tyres. 
Radius arms. Panhard rear suspension 


Also 3 Novamotor F3 engines Balanced bar brakes, 
PETER BLOORE RACING, All usual race modifications and ready to race. 
Station Road Industrial Estate, Wallingford, Berks. Price to include trailer and tow car 
Tel; Wallingford 3142. £2200 ono. 


Tel: Mr Joseph, 01-572 0381 


ee ree F3 GRD VEGANTUNE 
FORMULA 2 Five races from new £1,150 o.n.0. 


Complete with Hewland FT200 box. Aerofoil. Choice Damaged (repairable). Complete with 6 rims, 6 slicks, 
of alternative noses, with front or side mounted 4 wets, Graviner new Varley, 25 gear ratios and large 
radiators. Superb order. Little, used and never lockable box trailer, the lot £1150. 


shunted. Price less engine £1850. 


Tel: Maidenhead 27523 any time. jewick 2393. 


Formula Ford 
Rolling Chassis 


Many new parts, completely rebuilt, £350 for quick 
sale or exchange for good Formula Ford engine 
Eric Horsfield, 
22 Coast Road, 
Redcar, Teesside, TS10 3NL. 
Tel: 3716 after 6 p.m. 


CHEVRON GROPA 


@ and 12 inch wheels wih, wet tyres. Spare set of 


He pumas, 


PRICe: 
Of BEST CASH OFFER SEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Ter sdaidennend 27523 
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RACING CARS 


March 73B Formula Atlantic. Specification 
complete with or without competitive BDA. 
Surtees TS11 F5000 Rolling Chassis com- 
plete. 1972 championship winning car to 
latest specification including deformable 
structure if required £2250 
March 722. Currently fitted with FVA but 
could be updated to latest Atlantic specifica- 


tion. 

ROAD CARS 
1971 (K) Ferrari Dino. Red with black. 
Exceptional condition throughout £2350 


1972 BMW 2002 Tii. Agarve green with 
fawn cloth, fitted Philips stereo cassette/ 


radio, mag wheels, HRW ............... £1595 
1955 Bentley S1. Regal red. Good mechanical 
oonditionbis:,t:aeftatycanizayt-s- £750 


Transporter BMC. 550 FG. 1969 MoT. Plated 
at 2 tons 14 cwt. No HGV necessary. Carry 
any racing car. Roller shutter doors sides and 
rear. Complete with ramps etc. Excellent 
condition ...... seee, £495 


ENGINES» 


1973 Series 3 Morand F5000 Chevrolet. Well 
known and competitive engine, ready to go. 
Fraction of current list £330. 

Boltoff ‘400’ block engine stripped for 
inspection. 

Mackay/Lucas fuel injection to current F5000 
spec. 

F/Atlantic BDA originally built by Smith. Lap 
record holder and currently being rebuilt. 
SPARES. Lola T330 rear wing and bracket. 
McLaren M10B 15” x 16" rear wheel drive 
shafts, rear discs, oil cooler, road springs, 
top bag tank, various gaskets, oil pump 
pulleys, bearings etc. Lotus 69 RH alumini- 
mum outer skin seat panel. March 722 front 
wings. Hewland Mk 9 5-speed gearbox, 
mounted for inboard brakes. Selection of gear 
ratios Mk 9 ST200 and DG300. 


TYRES 


Selection of slick, intermediate and wet tyres 
for F3 to F5000. 

(Constantly changing stock) 
OFFERS & EXCHANGES CONSIDERED ANY GOODS ON OFFER 
COMPETITIVE H.P. FACILITIES AVAILABLE ON ALL GOODS 


CHRIS OATES LTD. 


NOTTS 294060 
NOTTS 247399 


TROJAN T.101 


F5000 car as used by Brett Lunger with or 
without Allan Smith engine. 


Tel : Walsall 20656 
Dublin 907756 or 908624 


A. W. BROWN RACING 


offer 


CHEVRON B23 


New Allan Smith FVD, new slicks and wets. 
This magnificent car is complete with 4-wheel 
trailer and ready to race. 


March 73B Formula Atlantic 


Ex Ray Mallock Chequered Flag car. Most 
beautiful Atlantic on offer today. Complete 
with wet and dry tyres and wheels, gear 
ratios etc 


Part exchange welcome 
01-459 6534 
01-451 1306 (9 am to 6 pm) 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 
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TONY BRISE 
1973 JOHN PLAYER F3 
CHAMPION 


Has the following equipment for sale: 


THE STRAKERS MEXICO 


(The Wilkinson Chaser) 
(Piloted by TONY DRON) 


TEL: ALF MOORE—01-947 6001 
STRAKERS (WIMBLEDON) LIMITED, 
28/31 HIGH STREET, 


Deformable Structure 
TROJAN T101 F5000 


(only 5 races) 


Ready for " Race of Champions ” complete with spares (wheels, gear ratios, 
etc). Transporter and two Alan Smith engines. 


Offers in the region of £11,000. Would accept road car in part exchange 


Contact : PAUL MICHAELS, 01-340 0929, 
or 01-445 1151 (evenings) 
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Asal 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, LONDON. NW2 204 


TIRAN AUTO CENTRE 


291 Willesden Lane, London NW2 
Full Rolling Road and Crypton facilities 
available in London operated by top-class 
technicians. 


PHONE 01-459 6534 


SCORPION RACING SERVICES 
RACE HIRE 
DRIVE OUR FORMULA FORD ROYALE RP16A 


Competitive rates for competitive cars. 


Apply M. Eastick. Tel : Radwinter 389. 
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ROLLING ROAD 


JACK KMIGHT IMP SASED GEARBOX. Grand cow on 


re eeeore com ROLLOVER BARS 


bis ALEY BARS 


Largeet socks | hey irclusing FIA ban, (TO 


BR re 


* veqat ‘Sittin! Yor. 


Perce 
ena aie 


(Combertand 


PREMISES TO LET 


RACE PREPARATIONS 
[ene in woAe,"SAWeron 


x5 
FINANCIAL SWANLEY 76708, SAFETY GLASS 


liable for rating ears. Tel: Salabury 28698. RAMINATEO, igen 


GEARBOXES 


SERVICES 


gtr reesirek Ts 


Pn a gee SITUATIONS WANTED 
STi) “Ratti adage, Site BS “tsi : 
‘Tet: Gurmmam (S088) 280. 


GEARBOX' eee a PAP 
GEARBOXES ape Bi 


ese ee SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


See" GaanStelShrs ot Smt Paes 


nd’ s/h ‘gearbo 
‘on yourrold Hewland if recurred, 
RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 
20b Paddenawick Road. 
‘Condon. WS. 
Tol : O1e7a8 OME” (day) 
‘O1-836 6781. (nigh) SIDE MOUNTING ORY SUMP PUMP. Suk Ford. «9, 
Bites MAL MEatason Wades titer te 
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> 
DICKSON MOTORS 


(PERTH) LTD. 
are pleased to announce an exciting new 


WE ARE NOW IN A POSITION TO OFFER SPECIALIST RALLY AND RACING 
PREPARATION BY ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL RACING MECHANICS 
IN SCOTLAND—ARCHIE SIMMONDS. TO OBTAIN ARCHIE’S PERSONAL 
SERVICES TELEPHONE PERTH 28211 AND GET OFF TO A “ FLYING START “ AND 
A “ WINNING FINISH.” 

with) 


Dickson Motors (Fine people to ‘whe 


> 


TOLL 
Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


MM 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


& Scheckter 73S March Sports Cer, Rebuilt, offers. 
1966 V8 Mustang. Rebuilt engine. P/x, WHY ? £650 
me Struts, 


4 
U2 Chassis, complete with independent Lotus diff £100 
1600 cc. All steal, Clubman’s 
6, ting dampers, shocker 
rev Counters, etc. 
Sports cars and ter Monocoques suitable V8 engines 
and McLaren suspension £100 each. 


Tel : 01-952 0602 or Watford 30726 (evenings) 


TT 


STEERING WHEELS 


STICKERS 
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Why not sell 
through Autosport 


Market Place? 


For further details 
ring 


01-636 3600 


For all wheel problems contact 
CE 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 


WANTED 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 
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PORSCHE a i 
pile tease V.W. DERRINGTON LTD Fosfiraercerals: 

for 911/912/914 FOR ALL of advertisements on these 
. a WEBER CARBURETTERS pages 


SALes. Ano 
neste ring 01-636 3600 


Manitolge, Ain't 
8 in 
ext 49 


189-161 London 
Ser 


Classified Advertisement For 


Name rf 
Address 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 
_| (make of car, etc.) 


fal 
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DOUGLAS NIVEN HAS FOR SALE 


4 10" x 13” March wheols each 
3.11” x 13” unmachined March wheels each 
10 Firestone and Goodyear slicks, 10° x 23" x 13° each 
Dunlop wets each 
351 Boss Ford biock \(but requires 1 liner) 
S10 gearbox with Hurst shift 
Lola Sports Car radiator, 33” x 24° 
Vi2 E Type LSD 4.1 to 1 ratio £60 
Bedford Leyland 350, 35-seater bus. Would make excellent 
transporter (ono) €275 


Plus other Escort competition parts 
Tel: Whitsome STD 089 087 248 


Linea Sport FPT. 


The finest racewear money can “buy. 


(EDEEO)IGD Wincor sarea oe 
@® Griffin The new name in top quality orash 


‘griffin PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 


UK Distributors : Gordon Spice Ltd. 
12b Central Trading Estate, Staines. Middx. Tel: Staines 57867 


HEXAGON MOTOR 
WORKS LTD. 


2/8 HIGH ST., HIGHGATE, 
LONDON, N6 


Hexagon Motor Works Announcement 


After many years of building our own racing engines 
we now have facilities for overhauling and repairing 
racing and high-performance engines for the public. 
Enquiries for this service contact 
Mr M. Murphy, or Mr B. Fisk 
Tel: 01-340 3431. 


PRESS BUTTON ELECTRONIC CLUTCH 
AND DOUBLE BRAKE SYSTEM 


Details available from : 


DASTLE RACING LTD. 


Tythe Barns Lane 
Send, Woking, Surrey 
Tel : 048-643 3580 
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A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 
First-class repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour 
collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions.* 
Promipt attention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs. 
Immediate dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 
requirements. 

OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 

‘AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED 
Tel: 0332 40606. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


elf +coombs racing e 

elf 
1973 LEYLAND 3-car Transporter 
Two only 1973 Cosworth BDG engines— 
unraced. 
JOHN COOMBS 
Tel: Guildford 69944. 


FRONT SPOILERS 


Did you know that at speed the air prossure under the front of 


front spoilers made from strong. black 
help cure this problem as wall as giving increased stability 
and fantastic appearance ? 

Capri. Escort. Avenger, Cortina Mk Il and Ill, Thiumph Dolomite, 
They normally retail at £9.90. To get yours just send £6.95, 
cheque/PO/ete otc 


D.C. SUPPLY CO 


3 King Street, Rugby, Warwickshire 
14-day money back guarantee 


TRAILERS 
TANNER TRAILERS 


PIXMORE AVE, LETCHWORTH, HERTS. 
Tel: Letchworth 6026 


Alloy racing car box trailers made to order—2 weeks’ 
delivery. Side awnings supplied if required. 

12ft_x Gft, 18-cwt 2-wheel trailers complete with ramps, lights. 
J/wheel £150 
12ft x Git, 25-cwr, 4.wheel trailer, as above 

16ft * Git crash recovery trailers, 35-cwt with winch, J/wheel, 
ramps. rear stands and fixing chains. Immediate delivery £320 


Write, call or telephone for details of trailers. 


CHASSIS SUPPLIERS GUIDE 


MERLYN 


COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 
Little Bentley, 
Colchester, Essex 
Tel: Great Bentley 307/535 


Cables : Merirace Colchester 


ARCH MOTOR 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


Specialists in the construction of both monocoque and tubular 
racing car chassis in production quantities. 


Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 
the motor and motor racing industries. Painting and stove 
‘enamelling. Chassis repair service. 


MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 


foils, Nascar fuel churns. 
and all types of welding 
‘and sheet metalwork. 


RAPID MONOCOQUE CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 
2/3 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London, N7 
Tel: 01-609 0384 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. 


All Howland gearboxes, C limited slip _ditterentiats 
Manufacturers ‘of racing gearboxes for the motor racing 
industry. We can supply anything trom a Formula Ford to 
Group 7 gearbox. Contact us at 
Boyn Valley industrial Estate, 
Boyn ‘valley Road, 


i. B 
‘Tol: Maidenhead 32033 (6 lines) 


THE ABOVE IS ONLY INTENDED AS A GUIDE AND IS NOT A FULL LIST 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Name : 
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4. different makes... 
make us different. 


Continental Tyres are fitted as standard to 
Mercedes, BMW, Audiand Volkswagen. That in 
itself is some recommendation. 

But then, we are Germany’s Number One 
Tyre, so you'd expect it to match some of the finest 
auto engineering in the world. 

Now it’s your turn. Because Continental 
Tyres fit all other makes of car too. Improving 
steering, braking, cornering, performance. At 
prices that won’t burn your pocket. 

So drive along to your local tyre dealer, ignore 
the substitutes, and insist on Continental. 

And see what makes us different. 


@ntinental Tyres 
The best range all round. 


Continental Tyre & Rubber Co. Ltd., 
Ullswater Crescent, Marlpit Lane, Coulsdon, Surrey. 
Telephone: 01-668 2372 


Ever stopped to consider 
just how hard a Formula 1 
engine works during a Grand 
Prix? Speeds can reach any- 
thing up to 190 m.p.h. and the 
engine could be turning over at 
»_ 10,000 r.p.m., producing 

= upwards of 450 
: brake horse 
x power. 

The fuel/air mixture in the 
engine is ignited through an 
electronic ignition system 
producing an 8000 volt spark 
roughly 5000 times per minute. 
Consider, therefore, the fact 


83 sparks 
in just one wink! 


that this means that a spark 
plug sparks 83 times per 
second. 

That’s why, year after year 
the majority of Formula 1 
teams choose Champion 
for their engines, Tie Ky 
where reliability BS 
is a major 
consideration. 


More Champions 
are sold today than any 
other make of spark plug. 


DEPENDABLE 


SPARK PLUGS | 


